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FOREWORD

Ladakh is one of the most wonderful places on earth with unique 
biodiversity. I have the privilege of forwarding the fi eld guide on 
mammals of Ladakh which is part of a series of bilingual (English 
and Ladakhi) fi eld guides developed by WWF-India. It is not just 
because of my involvement in the conservation issues of the state 
of Jammu & Kashmir, but I am impressed with the Ladakhi version 
of the Field Guide.

As the Field Guide has been specially produced for the local youth, I 
hope that the Guide will help in conserving the unique mammal spe-
cies of Ladakh. I also hope that the Guide will become a companion 
for every nature lover visiting Ladakh.

I commend the efforts of the authors in bringing out this unique pub-
lication.

 A K Srivastava, IFS
 Chief Wildlife Warden, 
 Govt. of J&K 
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 ÇSôm-zXôhü 
¾-hÐGÅ-mÛ-ºWÛG-dïm-mP-¾-ÆôG-VGÅ-Ço-±ôGÅ-»ôh-ÅºÛ-GmÅ-Å-h¤ÛGÅ-zÅ¾-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môGü   
¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Å-GmÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-±P-¤ºÛ-MãÅ-‚Å-q-ºhÛ-¾-ÇSôm-zXôh-‚ô-‚Å-
qôºÛ-PºÛ-¾Å-ºGm-»Ûm-môGü   ºÛ-zô-P-¼P-W¤-¤Þ-;-ÁÛ-¤Û¼-¼Û-¼P-zŸÛm-D¤-ÆâP-Bôz-hP-
ºƒï¾-»ôh-¤Dm-qôÅ-‚Å-¼ï-¤m-q-ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Ç+h-hï-mP-P-»ôh-‚Å-qôº-È-¾Å-bï-»P-
zÁh-  »ôPÅü 

Åï¤Å-Tm-±P-¤ºÛ-MãÅ-‚ô-‚Å-qô-h¤ÛGÅ-zÅ¾-¾ÛÅ-GŸôm-mÝ-;Ým-¾-wm-‚Å-¾-ºwÛP-yï-»Ûm-
môG  ºô-zôºÛ-;-mÅ-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-h¤ÛGÅ-zÅ¾-Tm-mÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-BôzÅ-¾-wm-qºÛ-¼Û-zô-»Ûm-
hôm-m-®ôGÅ-¾ü  ¼P-zŸÛm-D¤Å-¾-ºfh-qô-»ôh-¤Dm-±P-¤-¾ºP-wm-fôGÅ-qºÛ-¼ï-z-»Ûmü 

ºhÛ-®ßGÅ-ºô-zM¾-¤²h-hï-ºƒÛ-¤Dm-mÛ-ºhÛ-hqï-V-zô-q¼-¾-zMz-Çeï-Çtï¾-hGôÅ-»Ûm-môG 

Íï-;ï-ÁÙÛ-¶Å-b-z-ÍºÛ-Íïw-ÍôÅ-  mGÅ-±ôGÅ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-Çkï-DG-GÛ-hqôm-qô-G®ô-zô-W¤-
¤Þ-;ÁÛ-¤Û¼-GŸÝP.ü
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 PôÅ-¾ïmü
Å-GmÅ-Åï¤Å-Tm-mÛ-MãÅ-‚ïh-qºÛ-hqï-V-zô-¤Û-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-GÛ-z¯ôm-ºIâÅ-Vïm-qô-‚Å-qºÛ-ºƒÅ-
zÞ-ŸÛG-»Ûmü  ºhÛ-hqï-V-zô-ºwÛP-‚Å-¾-¼ôGÅ-¤²h-¤Dm-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-GÛ-z;º-iÛm-im-hGôÅ-
»ôhü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-Çkï-DG-GÛ-hqôm-qô-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-ºWÛGÅ-¤ïh-IGÅ-q-hP-Vß-
G®P-hP-Å-GÁï¼-V¼-GŸÛºÛ-hôm-Çeôm-q-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-^;-‡¼-q-¼Û-ÁÛ‡-GôºÞ-b¤-hP-^z¾ÛºÞ-
^z¾ÛºÞ-Íïw-»Ûm-^Û-»Å-q¼-Çtï¾-¤²h-‚Å-¾-¼ôGÅ-¤²h-qÅ-DôP-;Ým-¾-Ç‰ÛP-mÅ-fÞGÅ-Xï-
Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûmü

hqï-V-ºhÛºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-hGôÅ-Çkô¤-»ôh-q-Ço-±ôGÅ-¾-¼ôGÅ-¤²h-¤Dm-^z¾ÛºÞ-^z-¾ÛºÞ-^z-¾ÛºÞ-
Íïw-»Ûm- Û̂-»ºÛ-ºV¼-GŸÛ-ºGm-ºDÞ¼-q-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-qP-;P-Tm-hm-¾ºP-fÞGÅ-Xï-Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-
»Ûm- hï-mP-zŸÛm-^¶-¾ÛºÞ-^¶-¾ÛºÞ-Íïw-JÀï-¾Å-DÞPÅ-ÅÛ-hqôm-qô-mô-¤ô-mÛ-Å-D-bàm-mÛ-¼ôGÅ-¼¤-
¤²h-qÅ-DôP-¾ºP-fÞGÅ-Xï-Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûmü

Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-Íz-ºhÝ¾-¼-!Èàz-hP-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-±ï-¼ÛP-hzP-xãG-hP-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-„Àô-z¸P-¤DÅ-Iâz-
zTÅ-JÀôºÛ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-¾Å-DÞPÅ-ÅÛ-²Ûm- W-hqôm-qô-GÅÞ¤-hP-Í-Wô-z=-ÁÛÅ-¿Ë-
º²ô¤-z®ô-‚Å-qºÛ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-¾Å-DÞPÅ-ÅÛ-¾Å-‚ïh-q-±P-¤Å-¼ôGÅ-¤²h-q-¾-
fÞGÅ-Xï-Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûmü 

^z-¾ÛºÞ-^z¾ÛºÞ-Íïw-»Ûm-^Û-»Û-¿YôPÅ-DG-GÛ-;ô-ºô¼-^Û-mï-‡¼-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-»¼-T-m-T-‡¼-WÛ-hqôm-
qô-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-;Û-Áô¼-Tm-h-¼-GZÛÅ-¾ºP-fÞGÅ-Xï-Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûmü

¾Å-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-¤±m-Ç‰m-Tm-DÅ-hzP-¤Dm-qô-h;ôm-¤VôG-wm-zhïÅ-hqï-V-ºhÛ-¾-hÐGÅ-
Ç+h-¾-zNå¼-z¼-¤²h-qÅ-DôP-¾ºP-fÞGÅ-Xï-Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûmü  DôP-PÛ-¼ôGÅ-¼¤-¤hïm-Å-
GmÅ-Åï¤Å-Tm-mÛ-MãÅ-‚ïh-qºÛ-hqï-V-zô-Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-Ç+h-»ÛG-mP-¾-»ôP-fzÅ-¤ïh-q-»Ûmü 

»Ûm-ÅÛ-Íïq-¾-zŸÝGÅ-qºÛ-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-^;-‡¼-»Á-¶Ûº-¼-„Ë‡-m-G¼-±m-¼ÛG-¾-¤DÅ-q-¤VôG-
mÅ-¸Ûm-ƒÛÅ-¾-ŸÛzÅ-hrôh-¤²h-hï-zÇÀz-Çeôm-¤²h-qÅ-hqï-V-zô¤P-P-hG-qô-hP-zhï-
¤ô-ÅôP-z-PôÅ-¾ïm-‚ïh-PôÅ-»Ûmü

^z-¾ÛºÞü ‡z-¾ÛºÞüÍïw-M-G¼-¼Û-iâP-uÛ-Ç+Ý-ŸzÅ-¼-¶Û-ÅÛP-hP.ü  ºV¼-GŸÛ-PôÅ-Çeôm-q-Ç+Ý-
ŸzÅ-^G-‡¼-ÅÛ-W¾-¶ô-¼-n¤Å-GZÛÅ-mÅ-¼ôGÅ-¤²h-qÅ-DôP-¾-h¤ÛGÅ-zÅ¾-¾Û-fÞGÅ-Xï-
Vï-ŸÝ-ºôÅ-»Ûm-môü
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INTRODUCTION

India is one of the twelve mega biodiversity rich countries of the world 
which together support nearly 60-70 percent of the world’s biodiversity.  
Ten biogeographic zones represent the biodiversity of our country. The 
country’s 4.77 percent of geographical area is under Protected Area Net-
work which is one of the most extensive networks of the world and is 
represented by 96 National Parks and about 600 Sanctuaries.

Ladakh, a region in the state of Jammu & Kasmir, comes under the 
Biogeographic zone 1A - the Trans Himalayas. This zone covers more 
than 92000 Sq. Km. of geographical area of Jammu & Kashmir. Being a 
high altitude cold desert region, it experiences harsh climatic conditions 
which include extreme low temperature and very low rainfall leading to 
low environmental productivity. This cold desert region appears barren 
with low number of wild animals per unit surface area. Nevertheless, 
more than 700 species of plants, predominantly herbs and shrubs, have 
been reported from this region. Thirty three species of mammals have 
been reported from this region so far. Two species of mammal viz., Hi-
malayan weasel and Musk deer have not been reported after 1960 (Otto 
Pfi ster, 2004).

The avifauna, most of which is migratory and vary seasonally, is quite 
rich representing about 276 species. Within India’s geographical limits, 
this region is the only area that provides breeding ground to the Black-
necked crane - the state bird of Jammu and Kashmir.

The fauna of eastern Ladakh have the Tibetan Plateau infl uence while 
Himalayan and central Asian species have infl uence of the central and 
western parts of this region. This region harbours the richest wild sheep 
and goat community represented by eight species and subspecies, all 
of them being listed under different Schedules of the Jammu & Kash-
mir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978 (Amended 2002) and Appendices of 
CITES.
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Pô-vôhü
Ço-±ôGÅ-Tm-mÛ-M¾-Dz-zTß-GZÛÅ-ÅÛ-mP-mÅ-GTÛG-M-G¼-»Ûm-môG Ço-±ôGÅ-Tm-mÛ-M¾-
Dz-ºhÛ-±P-¤Å-ºWÛG-dïm-mÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-Ço-±ôGÅ-zM-V- 60 mÅ- 70 ®¤-ŸÛG-G-¼ôGÅ-
‚ôº-môG  Åï¤Å-Tm-GmÅ-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-zTß-ŸÛG-GÛÅ-P-hÛ-M¾-Dz-zÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-Ço-±ôGÅ-¤±ôm-
q-»Ûm-môG M¾-Dz-zÛ-Å-Eh-zM-V- 40     ®¤-ŸÛG-ÆâP-Bôz-»ôh-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-»Ûm-môG 
hï-mÛ-ºWÛG-dïm-mP-mÅ-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-Å-Eh-¤P-ÁôÅ-»ôh-qºÛ-GmÅ-GTÛG-TÛG-»Ûm-môG M¾-Dz-
zÛ-Bïh-±¾--96 hP-hÝh-ºIô-Bôz-GmÅ-   600 »Ûm-môG

Åï¤Å-Tm-GmÅ-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-ÍºÛ-»Û-;Ým-mÛÅ-¤Pº-Çkï-W¤-¤Þ-;ÁÏ¤Û¼-¤±ôm-q-»Ûm-môG-M-
G¼-¼Û-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fº-¤º-»ôh-qºÛ-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿YôPÅ-W¤-¤-
Þ-;Á¤Û¼-¤±ôm-q-»Ûm-môG W¤-¤Þ-;ÁÏ¤Û¼-¼ÛÅ-Eh-;Û-¾ô-¤Û-‡¼-D-ŸÛP-¤- 92000 
ÅP-¤P-z-¾-hÐGÅ-»Ûm-môG Å-GmÅ-¤fôm-qô-hP-IP-»Þ¾-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP-Gm¤-¹ºÛ-±-
IP-ZÝP-ÁôÅ-hP-V¼-Vß-h;ôm-¤ô-»Ûm-môG ÅôP-qÅ-ÅP-ºfôm-Bïh-¤P-qô-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  
Å-M-Vï-VßP-hP-zÇeàm-qºÛ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-¤P-qô-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG IP-»Þ¾-»Ûm-q-hP-V¼-Vß-
h;ôm-qÅ-¯-¤P-qô-¤-Bïº-»Ûm-môG »Ûm-mºP-Ç¨-¯-¤P-Vïº-»ôh-qºÛ-¾¿Yôm-qºÛ-¼ÛGÅ- 700 
¿ËG-®¤-hP- hÝh-ºIôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÅÞ¤-Tß-Åô-GÅÞ¤-®¤-ŸÛG-¿YôPÅ-ºhÛ¼-»ôh-q-È-Gô-bï-»Ûm-môG 
uÛ-¾ô- 1960 »Û-ÇeÛP-m-  mïºÞ-¾-hP-JÀ-z-GZÛÅ-;Û-¼ÛGÅ-¤-fôz-q-»Ûm-môG

‚-‚ÛºÞÛ-¼ÛGÅ-hï-mP-mºP-¤P-Vï-z-h‚¼-hGÝm-¾-GmÅ-Å-Çtô-¤Dm-hP-Gm¤-¹-Åô-Åô-hP-
zÇeàm-bï-Åô-Åô-»ôh-¤Dm-¾-ÅôGÅ-q-!È-¾¤-¼ÛGÅ- 267 ®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-ºhÝG W¤-¤Þ-;Á¤Û¼-
¤Pº-ÇkïºÛ-‚-FâP-FâP-¤WÛP-mG-qôôÅ-‚-yâG-Çtï¾-Å-mÛ-M-G¼-GP-qôºÛ-mP-mÅ-¾-hÐGÅ-GTÛG-
qô-»Ûm-môG

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-;Ým-¾-zôh-hÛ-Eh-ÇÀïz-Çeï-»Ûm-môG GŸÝP-ºDô¼-hP-
mÝz-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-;Ým-¾-ÈÛ-¤-¾-»-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-hGÝÅ-ÅÛ-Eh-ÇÀïz-Çeï-»Ûm-môG 
ºhÛ-xôG-¾-Á-¾Þ-GÝ-hP-BÛm-;Ým-mÛ-¼ôGÅ-Ço-zMP-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG hï-±P-¤-W¤-¤Þ-;Á¤Û¼-¼Û-
¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-fôºÛ-mP-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  hï-zôºÛ-  2002 ÅÛ-mP-¾-zNåh-zTôÅ-
hP-zÇom-bï-»Ûm-môG-
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Blue Sheep
Common Name : Blue Sheep/ Bharal
Scientific Name : Pseudois nayaur nayaur
Local Name : Napo/ Na
Size : Body Length 120-160 cm, Shoulder Height 75-90 cm, 
  Tail Length 10-20 cm
Weight :  55-70 kg

© Jaiveer Singh Choudhary

Description: Bharal is placed between sheep and goats as it is not 
a true sheep. The coat is of slate-blue colour which becomes red-
brown in summer. The body is sturdy. Tail is short with black tip. Back 
of legs and under parts are whitish. The large rounded horns are 
directed up and sideward in males while the females have shorter, 
straighter horns. Females are smaller than the males and lack black 
throat pattern. The eyesight, hearing and sense of smell are well 
developed. Herbs, shrubs and grasses constitute the food of this 
animal.

Habitat and Behavior: The blue sheep stays between the tree line 
and snow line (16000 ft). It lives in groups in high altitude pastures, 



13

Gmº-qôü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü  zÛ-¾Þ-ÁÛqü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü ÅÛ;Ý-^ôºÛ-m-»-º!Ý¼ü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤PÛ.ü Gmº-qôü

Vï-VßP.ü  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-wÞ‡-GÅÞ¤ü

¿UÛh.ü   ;!Û-¾ô- 55 mÅ- 70

ºIï¾-zÁhü     Gmº-qô-mÛ-¼-¤-¾ÞG-®ôGÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-môG TÛº-¸ï¼-m-ºÛ-zô-¾ÞG-hP-®ôGÅ-
Dô-¼P-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-G»º-¤PÅ-ÅÛ-¤h!ôG-»Ûm-môG h‚¼-¾-h¤¼-
Ç¨äG-ºHã¼-z-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qô-MGÅ-q-»ôP-P-môG  Q-¤-fÞP-PÞm-¤Gô-mG-TÛG-»Ûm-môG 
@P-q-Mz-xôGÅ-hP-IôP-qºÛ-xôGÅ-;Ým-h;¼-ÁÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG wô-;Ým-mÛ-¼-Tô-Ç~ô¤-qô-Hïm-¾-
ÅôP-Çeï-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-ºEÛ¾-bï-»ôP-P-môG  ¤ô-;Ým-mÛ-bàP-PÞm-iP-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ¤ô-;Ým-wôºÛ-
ÅP-VßP-P-hP-¤WÛP-q-mG-qô-hï-®¤-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG ¤fôP-‚Å-hP-±ô¼-‚Å-hP-iÛ-¤-±ô¼-
‚Å-;Ým-M¾-z-»ôP-P-môG ºÛ-;Ým-mÛÅ-¯-hP-¿Yôm-qºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-±P-¤-z¸º-z-»Ûm-môG 

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

Gmº-qô-mÛ-¿UP-¤-BïÅ-mÅ-zbPÅ-q-D-z-»ôh-Å-±ßG qºÛ-¤f!ô-¾ôh-wÞ‡- 1600 ±ßG-q-ºhÝG-G-
môG ºÛ-;Ým-GmÅ-Å-¤fôm-qôºÛ-¯-D-;Ým-hP-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-hP-ƒG-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-
G-môG Mãh-Çtï¾-zºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-wô-hP-¤ô-;Ým-Åô-Å!ôº-Eã-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  hGÝm-¾-h¤º-Å-
;Ým-¾-¤fô-±h-wÞ‡- 1200 ®¤-¼ïºÛ-zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG 

¼-¤-¾ÞG-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP-ü ¾ÞG-®ôGÅ-¾-¯Ó-D-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-‚Å-hP-ü  ¼-¤-®ôGÅ-¾-¼Û-G¸¼-
qô-¤fôm-qô-;Ým-¾-º²GÅ-Å-môG Gmº-qôºÛ-¤hôG-mÛ-ºhÝG-ÅºÛ-ºDô¼-¼Û-G»º-hP-ƒG-;Ým-mÛ-
¤hôG-»ôP-ºhÝG Gmº-qô-;Ým-mÛÅ-¤ÛÅ-zÆ¾-zºÛ-¾ÞG-hP-ºƒï¾-‚ôº-¤Û-ºhÝG

Ez-DôPÅü  Gmº-qô-mÛ-!ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ—  Ím-GÝ-¾ï‡-TÛG-»Ûm-
môG  Ço-GZÛÅ-ÅÛ-fôG-mÅ-DôºÛ-Mãh-zÇem-ºhÝG  M-»Þ¾-GTÛG-qôºÛ-mP-¾ôGÅ-¾-qÛ-
m-»-ºÞ¼-m-»-ºÞ¼-V-ºhÝG  Gmº-qô-zôh-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-hÝh-ºIô-h¤ÛGÅ-zÅ¾-ŸÛG-»Ûm-m-
»P-hï-mÛ-M-mG-GÛ-¼Û-Mãh-Vï-z-¤P-!qô-hP-z¾-zô-hP-ºƒâG-»Þ¾-hP-q-;ÛÅ-bm-mÛ-DG-
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open hillsides and rocky slopes. The male and female stay in sepa-
rate groups outside breeding season. During winter they descend to 
lower elevations (12000 ft).

Being intermediate between sheep and goat they graze like sheep 
and can climb to the high and inaccessible cliffs like goats. The 
colour of Bharal matches completely with surrounding boulders and 
rocks. The Bharal does not mate with domestic sheep.

Distribution: Bharal is one of the most common ungulates  found in 
the Trans-Himalaya. Genus Pseudois is represented by two species. 
Within Indian limits only P. nayaur nayaur occurs. The Bharal though 
a typically Tibetan animal, has a wide distribution in almost all the 
major mountain ranges of China, Nepal, Bhutan and parts of  Paki-
stan. In India it is distributed patchily in the main Himalayan range 
but in Trans-Himalayan region it has wide and continuous distribu-
tion.

It is a common resident throughout Ladakh except in its western 
region. Bharal has a wide and continuous distribution in Leh district 
which includes Changthang region in the east and covers most of 
the area upto Zanskar River in the west. Bharal is one of the major 
prey species of the Snow leopard and other predators.

For sighting of this animal in Ladakh the best areas are Hemis Na-
tional Park, Chumatang-Mahe region, Rupshu, Changthang includ-
ing Tsokar, Puga, Tsomoriri and Hanle. 
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TÛG-zTÅ-xôGÅ-±P-¤¼-»ôP-ºhÝG-M-G¼-¾-!ÈÛ-¤-¾-»ºÛ-¿YôPÅ-¼ï-GZÛÅ-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  
»Ûm-mºP-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿YôPÅ-¾-xôGÅ-±P-¤-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG 

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-mÝz-xôGÅ-¤-GbôGÅ-xôGÅ-±P-¤¼-ºÛ-zô-»ôP-ºhÝG JÀï-µôP-DG-GÛ-
Á¼-‚P-fP-mÅ-mÝz-¸PÅ-h;¼-¼Û-¿YôPÅ-±ßG-q-ºÛ-zô-Ez-Çeï-»ôP-ºhÝG Gmº-
qô-mÛ-GTm-hP-GŸm-G¸m-¸m-;Ým-m!ÛÅ-GÅh-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-!Èï-¤ÛÅ-mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-hP-ü  Vß-¤-fP-hP-¤-Èï-hP- ‚P-fP-¼Þz-Áô-
hP-¤±ô-h;¼-hP- qÞ-G-hP-¤±ô-¤ô-¼Û-¼Û-hP- Ím-¾!ï-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-ºhÝG
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Tibetan Antelope
Common Name :  Tibetan Antelope/ Chiru
Scientific Name : Pantholops hodgsonii
Local Name : Stzos
Size : Body Length 120-150 cm, Shoulder Height 80-95 cm, 
  Tail Length 10-15 cm
Weight :  30-40 kg

Description: Chiru, a small beautiful antelope is known for its fi ne 
and warm wool called shahtoosh - the king of wools. The body col-
oration is generally rufous–brown with whitish under parts. A dark 
brown stripe runs down the front of each leg in bucks. Males have 
long slender horns which are slightly curved forward. The snout is 
swollen, the body is covered with dense wool which is shed during 
summer. The high altitude adaptation is manifested in the form of 
infl ated snout. Each nostril in the infl ated nose has a sac to assist in 
breathing rarefi ed air at higher altitudes. The animal feeds on herbs 
and grasses.

Habitat and Behavior: Chiru is a shy and wary animal inhabiting high 
altitude prairies and steppes. It lives in large herds which consist of 

© George B. Schaller
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G®ôhü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü  ‡Û-z-‡ïm-Ím-‡Û-¾ôzü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü qm-fô-¾ôzÅ- Èô^-Åô-mÛü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü G®ôhü

zôPÅ-±hü  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 80 mÅ- 90 ±ßG-q-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü zhï-¤ô-VßP-PÞm-G®ôh-ºhÛ-»Û-G®ôh-DÞ¾-iôh-¤ô-hP- iôh-¤ô-»ôh-qºÛ-z¾-ºW¤-
Á-bàÅ-;ÛP-mÅ-ÁïÅ-‚Å-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-mÛ-¤P-Vï-z-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-»Ûm-q-¾-Iôh-q-
h;¼-ÁÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG  Ç¨äG-mG-GÛ-ÇeG-¼ÛÅ-!ÅÞG-GÝ-±P-¤ºÛ-¤hÝm-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
wô-;Ým-¾-¼!Ð!Ð-Tô-¼ÛP-qô-¤hÝm-xôGÅ-¾-®-qÛG-GÝG-Çeï-»ôP-P-môG  Ço-DÞP-PÛ-¤Gô-®-qÛG-ºzÞ¼-¾-
»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qô-GP-qô¼-¼¾-fÞG-¤ô-»Ûm-môG  hï-zô-h‚¼-¾-Çtä-¾Þ-ºwP-P-môG  
¤fô-Åº-ºhÝG-½‰ôGÅ-»ôh-¤Dm-qô-Ço-DÞP-Ç~ôÅ-q-mÅ-ÁïÅ-‚Å-»Ûm-môG  Ç~ôÅ-qºÛ-Ço-DÞP-±P-
¤ºÛ-mP-P-½ÀâP-qô-»P-¤ô-Tm-mÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-hzÞGÅ-mïm-fÞz-‚Å-ÅÛ-Çoôh-¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
hï-;Ým-¯Ó-¸-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

G®ôh-mÛ-PôÅ-¤ÛG-VßP-PÞm-hP- n¤-dôG-Tm- ¤fô-ÅºÛ-¯Ó-fP-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-¤Dm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-
ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  !ºÛ-zô-Eã-Vïm-qôºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  hï-mP-P-wô-hP- yâ-GÝ-hP- GŸôm-q-;Ým-
»ôP-P-môG wô-;Ým-¤P-Vï-z-Åô-Åôº-ºhÝG-G-môG »Ûm-mºP-MãÅ-Çtï¾-¾Û-Gm¤-¹ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-¤Z¤-
qô-¾²ô¤-Çeï-ºhÝG-G-môG hï-;Ým-mÛ-Å-Gô¼-Gô¼-ºƒâÅ-bï-ZÛm-GÝP-P!!Û-hÝÅ-¾-hï-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG 
G®ôh-;Ým-ÇS-hôG-hP-wÛ-hôG-;Ým-¾-¯-z¸º-‚Å-¾-ºzÛP-P-môG    

ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-»ôh-®-m-zP-MãGÅ-GbP-P-!môG  hï-wÛº-¤hÝm-¾-ÇÀïz-‚Å-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-môG 
wô-¤ô-;Ým-hGÝm-hÝÅ-uÛ-¹-zTß-GZÛÅ-q-hP-hP-qô-;Ým-¾-ºWô¤-¤-môG uÛ-¹-¿S-q-hP-iâG-qºÛ-
hÝÅ-¾-¼ï-GÝ-Bïº-môG wô-¤ô-fÞG-qºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-wô-;Ým-º²!ÛPÅ-¤ô-zbP-P-môG wm-‚Å-fôz-q-mÅ-¼Û-
GÝ-Bï-Bï-±ßG-q-¹-iâG-ºGô¼-¼-môG hôm-hG-qô-ŸG 180 »Ûm-môG
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female, young and sub adults. The males, which normally stay sepa-
rated, join these herds during the breeding season. They dig out 
shallow depressions with their hooves and rest in these depressions 
during mid day. The Chiru graze in the morning and afternoon.

The animal when in danger runs fast and is very diffi cult to approach. 
The rutting takes place during the winter (December-January) and 
young are born in May or June. During rutting season adult males 
fi ght each other. The gestation period is about 180 days.

Distribution: The Tibetan Antelope lives at a height of 3660-5500 m, 
inhabiting the world’s most climatically hostile region. The Chiru in 
India is distributed in northern and north eastern Ladakh. The total 
estimated population in Ladakh is between 250-300 animals. Daulat 
Beig Oldi (DBO) in the Karakoram range and Changchenmo valley 
in Leh are the typical areas of encounter within Indian limits. 

Status: Chiru is one of the most threatened animals endemic to Cen-
tral Asia. Its population is declining throughout its range. Its wool 
was being collected in China after killing the animals, smuggled into 
India and transported to Kashmir where it was used in weaving fi ne 
quality shahtoosh shawls (Wright et al. 1997).

The Chiru is placed under Schedule I of the Jammu & Kashmir 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978 and categorized as Vulnerable under 
IUCN Red List of endangered animals. It is listed under Appendix 
I of CITES. About 20000 animals are poached annually throughout 
its range and the estimated population is less than 75000 animals 
throughout its range.     
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Ez-DôPÅü

zôh-hÛ-G®ôh-;Ým-ºWÛG-dïm-mÛ-Gm¤-GÁÛÅ-h;GÅ-Á!ôÅ-»ôh-qºÛ-¤fô-Vh-¤Û-‡¼-3660 
mÅ-550 ®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  M-G¼-¾-G®ôh-;Ým-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-‚P-hP-
‚P-Á¼-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-G®ôh-hÛ-IPÅ-;-zÇkô¤Å- 250 mÅ-300 
®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ;-¼-;Ý-¼¤-¼Û-Mãh-h!Û-^Û-zÛ-Íô-hP-JÀï-¼Þ-»ôh-qºÛ-‚P-Vïm-¤ôºÛ-¾ÞP-q-
;Ým-M-G¼-¼Û-mP-¾-º²ô¤-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-Åô-Åô-ŸÛG-mÝz-xôGÅ-¾-;-¼-;Ý-¼¤-Mãh-¾-»Ûm-môG 
M-G¼-¼Û-¤±¤Å-mÅ-wÛ-¾ôG-G-»ôh-qºÛ-G®!ôh-;Ým-¾-¾ï-mºÛ-wÛº-z¼-hô-zÇem-q-»Ûm-môG 
TÛº-¸ï¼-m-¾ï-mºÛ-ÁÙ¾-»P-m-®-¸¼-¼Ûm-Tm-;Ým-ºfG-q-»Ûm-môG hï-;Ým-uÛ-¾ô- 1950 ±ßG-q-
¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-‚P-fP-¿YôPÅ-¾-»ôh-¤Dm-môG  hG-Å-±¼-bï-»Ûm-‚Å-ºhÝG

GmÅ-¾ÞGÅ 

G®ô-mÛ-hzÞÅ-Í!ï-ÁÛ-»-GTÛG-qô¼-GmÅ-qºÛ-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-Zïm-;-Tm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG 
ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-mÛ-¿YôPÅ-GP-qôºÛ-mP-P-ZÝP-P-ZÝP-P-Vïm-»Ûm-môG  M-mG-GÛ-mP-P-ºÛ-zô-zÅh-
hï-G®!ôh-DÞ¾-zÅGÅ-bï-M-G¼-xôGÅ-¾-@Ým-±ôP-PºÛ-±ß¾-¾-zbP-P-môG hï-zô-D-Vß¾-¾-G®ôh-
DÞ¾-¾Û-®-¸¼-ºfG-q-»Ûm-môG

G®ôh-qô-ºWÛG-dïm-mÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-FÛ¤Å-mP-zŸ!Ûm-ÍP-hP-qôºÛ-IÅ-¾-zô¼-bï-»Ûm-
môG »P-hÝh-ºIô-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-Z!ïm-;-Tm-mÛ-fô-h¤¼-qô- ÍºÛ-»Þ-ÅÛ-Íïm-mP-zŸÛm-ÇeôPÅ-q-ÇÀ-
¤ôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zô-(CITES)ÅÛ-mP-¾-zÇom-qºÛ-fôºÛ-mP-¾-»Ûm-môG ºhÛ-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-
¿YôPÅ-¾-hÝh-ºIôºÛ-IPÅ-;-ÇeôP-yG-hôm-¿SºÛ-  75000 ÅP-ZÝP-P-¤-GbôGÅ-¤ïh-q-»Û-môG  
hï-mP-mÅ-È-¾¤-ÇeôP-yG-ZÛ-ÁÝ-¼ï- 20000 ¾ô-GŸÝP- FÛ¤Å-ºG¾-fôG-mÅ-ºEï¼-¼-môG
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Ladakh Urial
Common Name :  Ladakh Urial
Scientific Name : Ovis vignei
Local Name : Shapo, Sha
Size : Body Length 110-150 cm, Shoulder Height 70-90 cm, 
  Tail Length 20-25 cm
Weight :   35-90 kg

Description: Ladakh Urial is 
smallest of all the wild sheep. It is 
also known as Red sheep. Urial 
has three subspecies viz., Afghan, 
Punjab and Ladakh Urial. Ladakh 
Urial is endemic to Ladakh. The 
horns are back curved, out-
turned, well wrinkled and slender. 
The tips of the horns, in Ladakh 
Urial, point forward. The colour of 
the body in adult males is copper 
red. Under parts, lower legs, tail 
and chin are whitish along with 
a  blackish lateral line. The adult 
male has a dark ruff from throat 
to breast. The winter coat is shed 

with the onset of summer. Males are heavier and larger while females 
are smaller with shorter horns. Males have a black and white saddle 
patch.

Habitat  and Behavior: The Ladakh Urial is a very wary and agile 
animal and referred to as low country sheep. The animal lives in 
herds. Males and females mostly stay in separate herds. The animal 
normally inhabits steep, grassy mountain slopes between 3000 to 
4000 m. In winter the Urial moves to lower slopes. They rest during 
mid day and graze in the morning and evening. The males in breed-
ing season visit several herds.

©Joanna Van Gruisen
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Á-wôü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü Á-wôü  

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü Íô-!¶ÛÅ-¶ÛG-mï

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü Á-wôü

zôPÅ-±hü  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 70 mÅ- 90 ®¤-¤Û-¤fôm-»Ûm-môG 

¿UÛhü ;Û-¾ô-35mÅ-90±ßG-q-»ôP-P-môG 

ºIï¾-zÁhü  ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-wô-mÛ-mGÅ-±ôGÅ-ÅÛ-¾ÞG-±P-¤ºÛ-mP-mÅ-VßP-ÁôÅ-»Ûm-môG 
ºÛ-zôº-¾ÞG-h¤¼-»P-¸ï¼-ºhÝG Á-wôº-¼ÛGÅ-GÅÞ¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG Íw-Gm-hP.ü qm-Wz-
hP- ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-wô-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-wô-;Ým-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG ¼Ð-Tô-;Ým-Mz-¾-
ºEÛ¾-bï-wÛ-¾ôG-G-ºDô¼-bï-±ÛGÅ-Tm-¼Û¾-zÞ-¼ÛP-qô-»ôP-P-môG ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-wô-;Ým-¾-¼Ð-TôºÛ-
¯ï-¤ô-¤hÝm-xôGÅ-¾-zÇem-bï-»ôP-P-môG  Á-wô-¾ÞG-wô-;Ým-mÛ-±ôh-¤hôG-¸PÅ-¤hôG-»Ûm-môG 
Iôh-q-hP- ÅÞG-GÝºÛ-¯-;Ým-hP- Q-¤-hP-;ôÅ-;ô-;Ým-h;¼-ÁÅ-hP-mG-qôºÛ-¸Þ¼-¼ÛÅ-»ôh-hï-
»Ûm-môG ¾ô-D-TÛG-V-¤Dm-mÛ-wô-¾ÞG-;Ým-mÛ-Ç+ï-mÅ-mÝ-¤-±ßG-q-mG-¼ÛÅ-»ôP-P-môG h‚¼-hÝÅ-
ÅÛ-z¾-Bï-‚Å-ºGô-¸ÞG-q-hP-hGÝm-hÝÅ-ÅÛ-Çtä-¾Þ-ºwP-z-»Ûm-môG

wô-;Ým-¿UÛh-Tm-hP-Vïm-qô-»ôP-P-môG ¤ô-!;Ým-VßP-PÞm-hP-¼Ð-Tô-fÞP-PÞm-»ôP-P-môG wô-;Ým-¾-
mG-qô-hP-h;¼-qôºÛ-fÛG-¼ï-»ôP-P-môG 

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-wô-;Ým-uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-‚Å-hP-¤HôGÅ-q-Á!ô¼-¤Dm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-»Þ¾-h¤º-¤!ôº-
ºhÝG-¤Dm-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG hï-±P-¤-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¤P-Vï-z-wô-hP-¤ô-;Ým-Eã-Åô-ÅôºÛ-
mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG hï-;Ým-¤P-Vï-z-G»P-G¸¼-qôºÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-¯-D-Tm-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 3000 
mÅ- 4000 ®¤-¤-ºhÝG-G-môG ºGÝm-¾-h¤º-ÅºÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-zzÅ-Å-môG ZÛm-GÝP-P-
P¾-º±ô-Çeï-ÇS-h!ôG-hP-wÛ-h!ôG-;Ým-¾-¯-z¸º-hIâ¾-¾-môG Mãh-Çtï¾-¾Û-hÝÅ-¾-Á-wô-;Ým-Á-zô-¤ôºÛ-
Eã-Ço-±ôGÅ-ÅÛ-GÅïz-z-Vº-môG
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Status and Distribution: Ladakh Urial has a very restricted distribu-
tion. This subspecies is endemic to Ladakh. Its distribution is along 
the major valleys of the rivers Indus and Shyok. As these valleys are 
heavily populated this brings this species into direct confl ict with 
humans. The total estimated population of this species in Ladakh is 
about 1500 individuals. Its number is declining drastically due to dis-
turbance and habitat loss. As per reports it has been exterminated 
from several areas and survives only in small isolated populations. 
The Urial is best sighted in areas surrounding Fotu La, Nindum and 
between Lamayuru, Rizong and Wanla. In Kargil district the animal 
is reported from Junkar range and between Chiktan and Jukshu.

The population is showing a declining trend. The animal is listed as 
Vulnerable in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Animals and comes 
under Appendix I in the CITES and Schedule I of the Jammu & Kash-
mir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978.
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Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á-zô-;Ým-GmÅ-Å-D-TÛG-G-¤-GbôGÅ-ºhÝG-G-¤-môG ºhÛ-¼ÛGÅ-qô-¾-hÐGÅ-GTÛG-
qôº-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ºhÛ-±P-¤-ºhÝG-Å-mÛ-ÅÛP-Gï-G®P-qôºÛ-Mãh-h!Û-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-hP-Á-G»ôG-
G®P-qôºÛ-Mãh-¾-»Ûm-môG  ºhÛ-»Þ¾-;Ým-¾-¤Û-IPÅ-¤P-qô-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-¤Û-;Ým-hP-fÞG-GÛm-
ºhÝG-G-môG Åï¤Å-Tm-ºhÛºÛ-IPÅ-;-zÇkô¤Å-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-È-¾¤- 1500 ®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
ºhÝG-Å-¤P-qô-¤ïh-¤Dm-qôÅ-‚Å-bï-ºhÛºÛ-IPÅ-;-ZÝP-P-ZÝP-P-Vïm-hP-»Ûm-môG 
GmÅ-±ß¾-mP-zŸÛm-GmÅ-Å-¤P-qô-mÅ-ºÛ-zô-ÇeôPÅ-bï-»Ûm-môG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG IPÅ-;-ZÝP-PÞm-
ŸÛG-GmÅ-Å-Åô-Åô-ŸÛG-G-»ôh-¤Dm-môG wÞ-¤fô-¾ºÛ-Zï-ºDô¼-hP- ZÛm-ºhÝ¤-hP-ü G»Þ-¼Þ-hP.ü  
¼Û-µôP-hP-ü ¶m-¾-zTÅ-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-Á-zô-¤fôP-P-môG  h;¼-HÛ¾-µôP-DG-GÛ-mP-P-
WâP-h;¼-Mãh-mÅ-GTÛG-zdm-hP-;ÝG-Á!ôºÛ-z¼-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zô-IPÅ-;-ZÝP-P-
Vïm-»Ûm-môG hï-zô-ÍºÛ-ÍÞ-ÅÛ-Íïm-mP-PÛ-Çoôm-D-hP-qôºÛ-mP-P-»Ûm-môG   mGÅ-±ôGÅ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-IÅ-¾ºP-»Ûm-môG
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Tibetan Argali
Common Name : Tibetan Argali/ Great Tibetan Sheep
Scientific Name : Ovis ammon hodgsoni
Local Name : Nyan
Size : Body Length 130-190 cm, Shoulder Height 90-110 cm, 
  Tail Length 10 cm
Weight :   Up to 100 kg (Male)

Description: Tibetan Argali is the largest of all wild sheep. Argali 
has eight subspecies of which two occur in India viz., the Nyan and 
Marco Polo sheep. The Nyan resembles an antelope in build with 
long legs and a massive body. The coat is light brown and darker 
on the shoulders whereas the rump, throat, chest, belly and inner 
sides of legs are white. Males have creamy ruffs on their necks. The 
horns in males are massive, wrinkled and never exceed a single 
circle. Females have characteristic horns. Winter coat in both the 
sexes is paler.

Habitat and Behavior: Argali live in groups which are sexually sepa-
rated outside breeding season. They prefer high altitude open plains 
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GZmü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü ‡Û-z!ï-‡ïm-Í¼-G-¾Ûü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü    Íô-¶Û-Å¤-¤ôm- Èô^-Åô-mÛü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü  GZmü

zôPÅ-±h-  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-wÞ‡-zŸÛºÛ-¤fôm-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü  ¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-±P-¤ºÛ-mP-mÅ-zôh-h!Û-GZm-qô-¾ÞG-Vï-ÁôÅ-»Ûm-môG GZm-
Dô-¼P-PÛ-mP-PôÅ-¾-¼ÛGÅ-zMh-»ôh-hÛ-»Ûm-môG  hï-mP-mÅ-Ço-GZÛÅ-M-G¼-q-»Ûm-môGü  
hqï¼-m-GZm-hP-ü ¤¼-;ô-qô-¾ô-¾ÞG GZm-mÛ-z¸ô-¿e-G®ôh-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  @P-¾G-¼ÛP-
qô-hP-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-Vïm-qô-»Ûm-môG Çtä-¤hôG-®-qÛG-Ç¨äG-qô-hP- ¤WÛP-q-ºDô¼-¾-mG-qô-¼ÛG-
»Ûm-môG  hqÛ-hP-bà-bà-hP-ƒP-hP-Iôh-q-hP-ÅÞG-GÝºÛ-mP-PôÅ-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»ôP-P-môG 
wô-;Ým-mÛ-¤WÛP-q¼-Åï¼-B-¼ÛÅ-»ôP-ºhÝG  ¼Ð-Tô-;Ým-Ç~ô¤-qô-ÅÞ¾-Tm-V¼-TÛG-mÅ-f!ï-z-¤-
ºEÛ¾-z-»ôP-ºhÝG ¤ô-;Ým-¾-¼Ð-Tô-Eh-VôÅ-Tm-ŸÛG-»ôP-ºhÝG hGÝm-¾-wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-¤hôG-
¤ïh-B-zô-ºHã¼-ºhÝG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

GZm-;Ým-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  »Ûm-mºP-Mãh-Çtï¾-¾Û-hÝÅ-¤ïh-®-m-Åô-Åô-Vº-môG hï-;Ým-
Å-¤fôm-qôºÛ-fP-G-hP-¼Û-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 3660 mÅ- 4575 ®¤-¤-ºhÝG-G-môG ¤Û-‡¼- 
4500 ®¤-¤Û-¤fô-¾ôh-¾-zzÅ-bï-»ôh-q-z¼-¼ïº-¤-mï-¤fôP-P-¤-môG hï-;Ým-mÛÅ-¿Y!!ôm-q-VßP-
PÞm-hP-ÇtP-hP-ºh¤-¯Ó-;Ým-z¸º-môG hï-;Ým-mÛ-±ï-±h-¾ô-zTß-mÅ-zTß-GÅÞ¤-¼ï-»Ûm-môG 
ÇS-hôG-hP-wÛ-hôG-;Ým-¾-¯Ó-z¸º-ºIâ¾-bï-ZÛm-GÝP-P-P¾-º±ô-Çeï-ºhÝG-G-môG  hï-;Ým-G»º-
¿kïzÅ-Ç+¤-qô-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-q-ºfh-h-môG D-hP-Å-½Àôm-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-¤-môG  Z¾-bï-ºhÝG-
®-m-¤Gô-FôP-¾PÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG GZÛh-¾ôG-®-m-¤WÛP-q-f¼-zAPÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG 
uÛ-¹- 11 hP- 12 ;!Ým-m!Û-hÝÅ-¾-wô-¤ô-º²ô¤-q-!»Ûm-môG ¾ô-GZÛÅ-ÅÛ-¾Þ-GÝ-;Ým-¾-Mãh-Çtï¾-ÍÛ-¾Å-
‚ô-mºP-ºIÛG-G-môG Mãh-Çtï¾-¾Û-hÝÅ-¾-wô-;Ým-GT!ÛG-hP-GTÛG-º²ÛPÅ-¤ô-zbP-z-»Ûm-môG
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and hills between 3660-4575 m. They rarely descend below 4500 m. 
They feed on herbs, grasses, and sedges. The life span is reported 
to be about ten to thirteen years. They feed early in the morning and 
in evening and rest during the day. The animal prefers dry spots 
on the stony slopes and avoids damp snow. While sitting the head 
is kept erect and the neck is out stretched while sleeping.  Mating 
begins in November-December. Females attain sexual maturity at 2 
years of age. During rutting season males engage in intense fi ghts.  

Status and Distribution: Nyan has a very limited and patchy distribu-
tion in India. In Ladakh it is distributed mainly in the eastern part of 
Changthang region. Most of its habitat falls along the international 
border with China. Its population in Ladakh is estimated to be about 
200 to 300 animals. The animal can be best sighted in Khemmer 
catchment near Gya and Meru, upper Rumbak valley, northern 
slopes towards Taglang-La and above Tsokar basin.

Nyan is listed as Vulnerable in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Ani-
mals, under Appendix I in CITES and Schedule I of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978.
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Ez-DôPÅü

GZm-mÛ-M-G¼-¼Û-GmÅ-Å-VßP-PÞm-D-TÛG-G-¤-mï-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-;!Ým-Á¼-xôGÅ-
ÅÛ-‚P-fP-¿YôPÅ-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  hï-mP-mÅ-¤P-Vï-z-M-mG-GÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-Mãh-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-;Ým-mÛ-IPÅ-;-200 mÅ-300 ®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG M-¤Û-¼ÞºÛ-Zï-ºDô¼-hP-ü ¼Þ¤-
zG-GÛ-¾ÞP-qºÛ-wÞ-;Ým-hP-ÇeG-¾P-¾ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-hP-¤±ô-h;¼-¼Û-Hïm-xôGÅ-
;Ým-¾-ºÛ-;Ým-¤fôP-fÞz-‚Å-»Ûm-môG

GZm-mÛ-ÍºÛ-»Þ-ÅÛ-!!Íïm-mP-PÛ-Çoôm-D-hP-qôºÛ-mP-P-»Ûm-môG mGÅ-±ôGÅ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-
zÛ-IÅ-¾ºP-»Ûm-môG
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Description: The Ibex is closest in appearance to the wild goat. It is 
a sturdy animal with sweeping, scimitar–shaped horns curved back-
wards. The dense and short coat is brownish above with a bluish 
tinge under parts. Back of legs are whitish. The tip of the tail is also 
white. There is a dorsal stripe from neck to tail in both sexes. Fe-
males have thin parallel horns. Typical darker chin beard is present. 
In winter a dense under wool helps it to withstand the cold.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in herds. Females and males 
stay in separate groups but come together in breeding season. 
They prefer high altitude pastures on rocky slopes and steep open 
hill sides. They do not migrate to lower heights in winter and prefer 

Asiatic Ibex
Common Name :   Asiatic Ibex/ Himalayan Ibex/ Siberian Ibex
Scientific Name : Capra ibex sibirica 
Local Name : Skin, Sakin (male), Danmo (female)
Size : Body Length 130-160 cm, Shoulder Height 70-100 cm, 
  Tail Length 10-15 cm
Weight :   40-90 kg

t i t th
© Yashveer Bhatnagar
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BÛmü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü  Íï-ÁÛ!Î!º-‡ÛG-ÍºÛ-zïGÅü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü ;ïz-¼-ÍºÛ-zïGÅü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü BÛmü  wô-   hh- ¤ô-  ¤ôü

zôPÅ-±hü hqÞP-q-±ßG-qºÛ-¤fôm-¾-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 100 »Ûm-môG ¤ô-;Ým-VßP-z-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü

BÛm-mÛ-z¸ô-¿e-¼ÛºÛ-¼-¤-hP-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG   ºÛ-zô-IÛ-®ôGÅ-ÅÛ-¼Ð-Tô-Mz-xôGÅ-¾-ºEÛ¾-bï-»ôh-
¤Dm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-Áïh-Tm-ŸÛG-»Ûm-m!ôG  ®G-®G-G-BïÅ-¤Dm-mÛ-Çtä-fÞP-PÞm-Dï-bôG-G-Ç¨äG-qô-
hP-G»ôG-;Ým-¾-ÇSô-¾ôP-»Ûm-môG  ÅÞG-GÝºÛ-Mz-xôGÅ-;Ým-h;¼-ÁÅ-Tm-ºhÝG 
Q-¤ºÛ-¤Gô-zôºP-h;¼-qô-»ôP-ºhÝG wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-¾-¤WÛP-q-mÅ-!!Q-¤-±ßG-qºÛ-ÇK¾-±ÛGÅ-¼Û-
¤ô-»ôP-ºhÝG hh-¤ô-;Ým-¾-¼-Tô-Æz-¤ô-¤Z¤-qô-BïÅ-¤Dm-»ôP-ºhÝG ;ôÅ-;ôºÛ-;-MºÞ-»-¤±m-
¼ï-»ôP-ºhÝG ¼¾-¾Û-¯-;Ým-¾-¾ï-m-ºfÞG-¤ô-»ôh-qÅ-hGÝm-¾-iôh-¤ô-zô¼-ºhÝG 

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

BÛm-;Ým-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-ºhÝG wô-hP-¤ô-;Ým-Åô-Åôº-ºhÝG-G-môG  »Ûm-mºP-Mãh-Çtï¾-¾Û-hÝÅ-
¾-¤Z¤-qô-»Ûm-môG hï-±P-¤-ƒG-¿kïzÅ-ÅÛ-¯Ó-D-¤fô-Å-hP-Hïm-Tm-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-
môG hGÝm-¾-G»ôG-G-zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-¤-môG »Ûm-mºP-D-¤Û-VGÅ-¤Dm-mÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-Hïm-Tm-
;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG ÇS-h!ôG-wÛ-h!ôG-;Ým-¾-¯Ó-z¸º-‚Å-hP-ZÛm-GÝP-P-P¾- º±ô-Çeï-ºhÝG-G-môG 
Fï¾-hh-Tm-hP-uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP-¤Û-;Ým-¤hÝm-¾-ÇÀïz-‚Å-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-
môG- ºWÛGÅ- ÇoP-»ôh-q-ÁïÅ-m-ƒG-G¸¼-qô-hP-¼ï-GÝ-Bï-ÅºÛ-Å-Eh-h!Û-Dï-hôG-;Ým-¾-Vº-môG 
ºWÛGÅ-¤ô-ºhÝG-G-¿e-¤Dm-¾-hh-¤ô-;Ým-ºhÝG-G-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

hzÞÅ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-Í¾-‡Û-mÅ-!ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-mÝz-xôGÅ-hP-;ÁÏ¤Û¼-hP-¾-hÐGÅ-hP- z¾-bÛÅ-bm-
hP- q-;ÛÅ-bm-hP- Íw-G-mÛÅ-bm-hP-ÍÞ-b¼-s-hïÁ-ÅÛ-;Ý-¤-ºôm-±ßG-qºÛ-¼Û-;Ým-¾-BÛm-»ôh-
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steep slopes where snow does not gather. They graze in the morn-
ing and evening and rest during midday. The animal is very shy and 
alert and diffi cult to approach. When alarmed they take refuge in the 
precipitous cliffs and ridges above their breeding grounds. Sentries 
are usually females.

Status and Distribution: Asiatic Ibex is distributed throughout the 
mountains of Central Asia from Alti to western Himalaya, Kashmir, 
Ladakh, Baltistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan to Kumaon in Uttarakhand. 
In Ladakh it is a common resident throughout western and partly 
central and southern Ladakh between 3500 and 5200 m. It shares 
a similar habitat as Blue Sheep at few places where their distribu-
tion ranges overlap. They were heavily hunted in the past and their 
population at several places is close to extinction. Apart from hunt-
ing, they are also affected by grazing pressure by herders. The es-
timated population in Ladakh is around 6000 animals. The Ibex can 
be best sighted in western areas of Hemis National Park or Kanji 
near Lamayuru, Changla and Nubra Shyok valleys.  
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hï-»Ûm-môG   ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-mÝz-xôGÅ-±P-¤-hP-GŸÝP-ºDô¼-hP-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-¾-¤Û-‡¼- 3500 
mÅ-5200 ®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-BÛm-¤P-qô-»ôP-P-môG  GmÅ-Å-D-TÛG-G-ºÛ-;Ým-Gmº-zô-
hP-¤Z¤-qô-ºhÝG-G-môG ÇSôm-¤-m-¾ÛPÅ-q-;Ým-mÛÅ-¤P-qô-zÅh-hh-;G GmÅ-Å-D-TÛG-
G-ÇeôPÅ-‚Å-¾-fÞG-;G  !¾ÛPÅ-qÅ-zÅh-‚Å-¤-±h-q-»Þ¾-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-º±ô-‚Å-mÅ-¯-
DºP-h;ôm-¤ô-Vº-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-È-¾¤-ÇeôP-iâG-®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-±ôh-»Ûm-môG 
È!ï-¤ÛÅ- mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-GÛ-mÝz-xôGÅ-hP-G»Þ-!¼ÞºÛ-Zï-ºI¤-@m-zŸÛ-hP-‚P-¾-hP-mÝz-¼ºÛ-Á-
G»ôG-GÛ-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-¾-BÛm-¤P-qô-¤fôP-P-môG
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Tibetan Gazelle
Common Name : Tibetan Gazelle
Scientific Name : Procapra picticaudata 
Local Name : Goa
Size : Body Length 90-105 cm, Shoulder Height 65 cm, 
  Tail Length 10 cm
Weight :   15 kg   

© Dipankar Ghose

Description: Very little is known 
about this antelope. The animal 
is stocky with a barrel-shaped 
body, grey in colour, legs are thin 
and the tip of the tail is black, un-
der parts are whitish with a promi-
nent white caudal disc. In males, 
short, slightly ringed horns rise 
up straight and then take a sud-
den sharp curve backwards. This 
animal is rarely seen drinking wa-
ter. The sexes are alike.

Habitat and Behavior: They stay in sexually separated herds out-
side breeding season. They prefer high altitude dry grasslands and 
barren steppes between 3950 and 5500 m. Males may be found 
roaming singly or in smaller groups. They graze in the morning and 
afternoon. They are very shy and wary and run very fast upon slight-
est suspicion. 

Status and Distribution: Tibetan gazelle is distributed in Tibet and 
Sikkim. Once fairly common in Changthang region of Ladakh, it has 
since been wiped out completely from most of its range. The esti-
mated population in Ladakh region is between 70-80 animals. The 
animals were best recorded from Kalak-Tartar plains south of Hanle 
valley. It is recorded as Near Threatened under the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Animals, under Schedule I of the Jammu & Kashmir 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978 and under Appendix-I of CITES.
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hGô-¶ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü  ‡Û-z-‡ïm-G-¸ï¾ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP- sô-;ïz-¼-qÛG-bÛ-;ºô-^-‡

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü hGô-¶ü

zôPÅ-±hü  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 65 ŸÛG-GÛ-¤fôm-»ÛG-môG  

ºIï¾-zÁh-  ºÛ-zô-h;ôm-¤ô-ŸÛG-¤-mï-MãÅ-Vº-¤-môG ºÛ-zôºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-!qô-Ç~ô¤-qô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-
hP-¤hôG-ÇSô-¾ôP-hP- @P-q-;Ým-y-¤ô-hP-  Q-¤ºÛ-¤Gô-mG-qô-hP- Iôh-qºÛ-ºDô¼-;Ým-
h;¼-qô-»ôP-ºhÝG wô-;Ým-¾-¼Ð-Tô-±ÛGÅ-Tm-Hïm-¾-¾PÅ-bï-»Ûm-q-¾-È-¾¤-ŸÛG-mÅ-
Mz-xôGÅ-¾-=ÛG-ºEÛ¾-bï-»ôP-ºhÝG  hG!ô-zÅ-Vß-ºfÞP-z-¤fôP-‚Å-¤º-ZÝP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  
wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

Mãh-Çtï¾- ¾Û-Gm¤-¹ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-¤-GbôGÅ-wô-¤ô-;Ým-Eã-Åô-ÅôºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-
¤Û-‡¼- 3950 mÅ- 5500 ®¤-¤Û-¤fô-ÅºÛ-ÇtP-fP-hP-¯-fP-Ç+¤-qô-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  
wô-;Ým-¼ï-¼ï-q-  »P-m-D-TÛG-¼ï-¤Z¤-qô-ºIâ¾-¾Ûm-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG ÇS-hôG-hP-ZÛm-GÝP-wÛ-
Íô¾-¾-¯Ó-¸ºÛm-»ôP-P-môG  F!ï¾-hh-Tm-hP- uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-‚Å-hP-ºiôGÅ-¤ô-hP-zP-
Tm-»ôP-P-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

hGô-z-mÛ-zôh-hP-ºƒÅ-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG hÝÅ-ÁÛG-G-ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-‚P-fP-
¿YôPÅ-¾-¤P-qô-»ôP-Ph-qºÛm- »Ûm-mºP-¿YôPÅ-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-G-¤ïh-¤Dm-ÅôP-Çeï-»Ûm-môG 
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-zhÝm-Tß-zMh-Tß-ŸÛG-»ôh-qºÛ-±ôh-»Ûm-môG Ím-¾ï-mÅ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-
ÅÛ-fP-G-;-¾G-h¼-h¼-¾-¤fôP-Ph-qºÛmü  º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-Z!ïm-;ºÛ-fô-h¤¼-qô-  ÍºÛ-»Þ-ÅÛ-Íïm-mP-zŸÛm-ºÛ-zô-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-ºWÛGÅ-»ôh-qºÛ-
IÅ-¾-»Ûm-mô



34

Wild Yak
Common Name : Yak
Scientific Name : Bos grunniens 
Local Name : Dong
Size : Body Length 300-380 cm, Shoulder Height 200 cm, 
  Tail Length 60-90 cm
Weight :   300-850 kg

Description: The Yak is the largest wild animal of the Himalaya. 
The Yak is a massive, powerful, short-legged, blackish-brown ani-
mal with a drooping head and high humped shoulders. Up-curved, 
widely separated pointed horns are present in both the sexes. Horns 
of females are about half the size that of males. The hairs hang down 
nearly to the ground from the shoulders and chest. The tail has a 
very large brush of black hair over a foot in thickness. Yaks have 
been domesticated across most of their range. Unlike the Wild Yak, 
the tamed Yak usually bears patches of white. Due to hybridization 
with domestic cows, Dzos, are smaller than the wild ones.

Habitat and Behavior: The Yak lives in groups, living mostly in sexu-
ally separated herds. Very little is known about this animal in India. 

ild i l f

© Jigmet Takpa
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ºƒôP.ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü ¶»ï¾^- G»G

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü zôÅ-G-¼m-mÛmÅü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü ºƒôP.ü

zôPÅ-±h-  hqÞP-q-±ßG-qºÛ-¤f!ô-±h-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 2000

ºIï¾-zÁhü ºƒôP-mÛ-!ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-mP-mÅ-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-Vï-ÁôÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-môG  ºƒôP-mÛ-
G¸ÞGÅ-qô-Vïm-qô-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-hP-@P-¾G-fÞP-fÞP-¤hôG-Ç¨äG-mG-¤Gô-zÇKÝÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dmü 
môG-¤fôm-qô-Tm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG ºƒôP-wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-¾-¼Ð-Tô-Hïm-¾-¾PÅ-bï-¤Gô-
®ïz-®ïz-Tm-GÝG-GÝG-¼ï-»ôP-P-môG ºƒôP-¤ô-;Ým-mÛ-¼Ð-Tô-ºƒôP-wôºÛ-ÅP-VßP-»ôP-P-môG 
ƒP-hP-hqÞP-qô-;Ým-mÛ-¯Ûh-q-;Ým-È-¾¤-Åº-fÞG-;ÛÅ-ÅÛ-¼ÛP-qô-»ôP-P-môG @P-qºÛ-Dï-
bôG-G-Çtä-mG-qôºÛ-Q-¤-zôPÅ-zôPÅ-Vïm-qô-»ôP-P-môG G»G-;Ým-GmÅ-Å-¤P-qº-¤ÛÅ-
zÆ¾-bï-zô¼-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  zÆ¾-bï-zô¼-¤Dm-mÛ-G»G-;Ým-ºƒôP-®ôGÅ-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  
TÛº-¸ï¼-m-zÆ¾-bï-zô¼-‚ÅÅ-hP-ü z-hP-ºiïÅ-‚Å-mÅ-h;¼-fÛG-¼ï-»ôh-P-môG 
¤²ô-;Ým-VßP-P-»Ûm-môG 

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºƒôP-wô-hP-ºƒôP-¤ô-;Ým-Eã-Åô-ÅôºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG M-G¼-¾-ºhÛ-hÝh-ºIôºÛ-
Ç+ôô¼-¾-MãÅ-ZÝP-PÞm-¤-m!ï-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG ºƒôP-mÛ-ºWÛG-dïm-mP-mÅ-Å-¤fô-ÁôÅ-¾-
ºhÝG-¤Dm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-M-G¼-¼Û-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-fP-ÇeôP-IP-ÁôÅ-
D-zÅ-z;z-Çeï-»ôh-¤Dm-mÛ-GmÅ-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG ¯-h;ôm-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-ü  
ºÛ-zô-G-mÅ-G-¼Þ-ºIâ¾-»Ûm-¯ÓºÛ-wÛº-ºDô¼-¼!Ûm-ºhÝG-G-môG  ÇS-hôG-wÛ-hôG-;Ým-¾-¯-z¸º-
ºzÛP-P-môG Vß-¤ïh-®-m-D-zzÅ-bï-»ôh-¤Dm-;Ým-¿kG-GÛm-ºhÝG-G-môG  h‚¼-ºGô-±ßGÅ-
q-hP-Å-h¤º-¤ô-;Ým-¾-»ôP-Çeï-¯-Åô-¤-;Ým-z¸º-môG hï-;Ým-IP-iôºÛ-±h-¤»ÛmÅ-zŸÛ-
zTßºÛ±h-hÛ-IP-¤ô-;Ým-mºP-z¸ôh-q-»Ûm-môG ±-IP-iôh-¤ô-»ôh-®-m-±h-q-±ô¼-¼-môG 
h‚¼-¼Û-±h-q-mÅ-Bôz-‚Å-ÅÛ-wÛº-D-z-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-Vº-môG »P-hGÝm-ºGô-±ßGÅ-q-hP-
zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG ºÛ-zô-F!ï¾-hh-Tm-hP-uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG hï-wÛº-¤Û-;Ým-
¤hÝm-¾-ÇÀïz-‚Å-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-môG



36

The Yak is one of the highest dwelling animals of the world. It is found 
in the coldest, most desolate and rugged snow covered terrains of 
the Indian Himalaya. Due to scarce vegetation in its habitat the ani-
mals roam permanently to obtain food. They graze in the morning 
and evening. They have also been seen to consume snow when wa-
ter is not available. During early summer they can be seen in lower 
areas feeding on fresh vegetation. They can endure temperatures  
below -40 0C and are sensitive to warm temperature. To escape the 
summer heat they move up to the snowline and descend with the 
onset of winter. The animal is very shy and wary and is diffi cult to 
approach.

Status and Distribution: Yak is distributed in Trans-Himalayan ranges 
with limits in the plateau of Tibet and part of Kansu province in China. 
In Ladakh it has been reported from Changchenmo valley at an al-
titude between 4320-6000 m. The estimated population in Ladakh 
is around 40 to 50 animals. The estimated population throughout its 
range is 15000 animals.

The Yak is listed as Vulnerable under IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Animals, under Appendix I in CITES and Schedule II in the Jammu & 
Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978.
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Ez-DôPÅü

ºƒôP-mÛ-È!Û-¤Î-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿YôPÅ-zôh-hP-M-mG-GÛ-;m   ÅÞ-¿YôPÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-‚P-Vïm-¤ôºÛ-¿YôPÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4320 mÅ-6000 ®¤-¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-zŸÛ-zTß-¿S-zTß-®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-±ôh-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ºhÝG-ÅºÛ-¿YôPÅ-
±P-¤-z¯Û-m-IPÅ-;-15000®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-±ôh-»Ûm-môG  W¤-¤Þ-;-ÁÛ-¤Û¼-¼Û-¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-
ÆâP-Bôz-mP-zŸÛm- ÍºÛ-»Þ-ÅÛ-Íïm-mÛ-mP-P-ºÛ-zô-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-Zïm-;-»ôh-qºÛ-fôºÛ-mP-P-»Ûm-môG
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Tibetan Wild Ass
Common Name : Tibetan Wild Ass
Scientific Name : Equus kiang kiang 
Local Name : Kiang
Size : Body Length 210-230 cm, Shoulder Height 140 cm, 
  Tail Length 90-100 cm
Weight :   250-380 kg

© Joanna Van Gruisen

Description: Tibetan Wild Ass was 
earlier regarded by some as a race 
of the Asiatic Wild Ass (Khur). Now it 
is recognized as a separate species. 
Found in Indian Trans-Himalaya 
there are two subspecies of Kiang 
viz, Western Kiang (E.k.kiang) 
in Ladakh and parts of Spiti 
(Himachal) and the Southern Kiang 
(E.k.polydon) in Sikkim. Kiang has 
a massive head with powerful body 
supporting a short black-brown erect 

mane. It has a narrow mid-dorsal strip without a whitish border. The longish tail 
ends in long black hair tuft. The hooves are large as in horses. It is reddish-
brown on the back and white on the belly. The sexes are alike.

Habitat and Behavior: The Kiang occupies high biotopes in Trans-Himalayan 
cold desert often near marshes or wetlands between 4000 and 5200 m. It lives 
in groups of sexually separated herds. The Kiang grazes throughout the day. 
On sensing danger the herd will fl ee very fast. Often a male keeps watch of the 
herd from an elevated place and alarms the others by joining the herd.

Status and Distribution: Kiang is a common resident throughout eastern and 
northern Ladakh. Kiang is best seen in Rupshu and Changthang region, in-
cluding Tsomoriri, Hanle, Chumur, Chushul, Tsokar and upper Markha val-
ley. The estimated number of Kiang in Ladakh is between 1500 and  2000. 
Increasing developmental activities has pushed this animal to a few remote 
valleys. They are considered as competitor to the livestock of locals. This has 
brought this animal in direct confl ict with nomadic herders.

Kiang is listed under Appendix II of CITES, under Schedule I of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978 and as Vulnerable under IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Animals.
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AP.ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü  ‡Û-zÛ-‡m-!¶ºÛ¾-^-ÍÅü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü ÍÛ-;ÝºÅ-;ÛºP-;ÛºP.ü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü AP.ü

zôPÅ-±hü  hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼ü   140

ºIï¾-zÁhü   ÇSôm-¤-m-zôh-qºÛ-AP-zô-Íï-ÁÛ-»-‡ÛG-AP-PÛ-¼ÛGÅ-»Ûm-m!!ôG-
¸ï¼-¼h-qºÛm- hG-Å-ºÛ-zô-Dô-¼P-PÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Åô-Åô-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG-¸ï¼-¼-môG M-G¼-¼Û-ÈÛ-¤×-
¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-AP-;Ým-¾-¼ÛGÅ-GZÛÅ-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-¼-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-hP-uÛ-
b!ÛºÛ-DG-TÛG-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-mÝz-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-AP-hP-ºƒÅ-¿YôPÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-AP-ü  
AP-PÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-Áïh-Tm-hP-¤Gô-Vïm-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG Çtä-fÞP-PÞm-Tm-mÛ-¸ï-z-Ç¨äG-mG-
¾PÅ-bï-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-h;¼-qôº-Å-¤±¤Å-¤ïh-q¼-ÇK¾-±ÛGÅ-ÅÛ-¼Û-¤ô-y-¤ô-»ôP-ºhÝG  
Q-¤-¼ÛP-qô-Çtä-mG-qôºÛ-w!ôm-wôm-ŸÛG-hP-¤Z¤-qô-±¼-ºhÝG  ¼-ºGô-;Ým-dºÛ-®ôGÅ-¾-ŸP-
Tm-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Mz-xôGÅ-qô-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-hP-Iôh-q-h;¼-qô-»ôP-ºhÝG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-
®ôGÅ-»ôP-ºhÝG  

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

AP-;Ým-mÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-IP-»Þ¾-¾Û-Å-Ç+¤-hP-ºh¤-Å-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-¤Û-‡¼- 4000 
mÅ- 5200 ®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-wô-¤ô-Åô-ÅôºÛ-EãºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG 
AP-;Ým-mÛ-ZÛ-¤-GP-qô-¯Ó-¸-»Ûm-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-»ôh-q-±ô¼-m-¤HôGÅ-q-Áô¼-¼-môG  
AP-wô-ŸÛG-GmÅ-Å-¤fôm-qô-ŸÛG-GÛ-;-ºhÝG-Çeï-ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-»ôh-¤ïh-z¿e-z-»Ûm-môG ¤fôP-m-
±P-¤ºÛ-ºyôº-»ôP-Çe-Áô¼-¼-môG

Ez-DôPÅü 

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-hP-Á¼-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-AP-;Ým-ºhÝG-G-môG  ‚P-fP-¿YôPÅ-ÅÛ-¼Þz-
Áô-hP-¤±ô-¤ô-¼Û-¼Û-hP-Ím-¾ï-hP-Vß-¤Þ¼-hP-Vß-ÁÝ¾-hP-¤±ô-h;¼-hP-¤¼-DºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-
¾-AP-»ôP-P-môG   ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-AP-PÛ-IPÅ-;- 1500 mÅ-2000 ®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
»¼-MÅ-ÅÛ-¾Å-;Ým-mÛÅ-‚Å-bï-AP-;Ým-fG-¼ÛP-fG-¼ÛP-P-Áô¼-zTßG-G-môG  hï-±P-¤-Å-
GmÅ-ÅÛ-zÆ¾-BôP-‚ïh-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-;Ým-mÛ-¯Ó-±¼-zTßG-¤Dm-zÅ¤-q-»Ûm-môG  hï-wÛº-‚P-
q-;Ým-mÛÅ-AP-;Ým-¾-ºfh-qô-¼P-‚ôº-¤-môG

¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-qºÛ-fôG-mÅ-AP-;Ým-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-ºWÛGÅ-±ô¼-bï-»Ûm-môG  !



40

Snow Leopard
Common Name : Snow Leopard
Scientific Name : Uncia uncia 
Local Name : Shan
Size : Body Length 100-110 cm, Shoulder Height 63 cm, 
  Tail Length 80-100 cm
Weight :  35-50 kg

© Martin Harvey

Description: Smaller in size than a common leopard, the Snow Leop-
ard is one of the most beautiful cats of the world. Its fur is very luxuri-
ant, soft and pearl grey. It is the king of snow capped mountains. 
It is adapted to survive in some of the harshest and most diffi cult 
environmental conditions. The head, nape and lower parts of limbs 
have dark-grey spots. Body and tail is covered with pale rosettes. 
Under parts are white and unmarked. The thick, furry tail is almost 
1/3 of the body length and is wrapped around the body to keep it 
warm. The sexes are alike. 

Habitat and Behavior: The Snow Leopard is nocturnal and very 
elusive. They are found singly, inhabiting the most inaccessible 
terrain of rugged mountains, preferably steep terrain broken by 
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GTmü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü Çoô-¾Û-q¼^ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü Ím-ÅÛº-Ím-Å!Ûº- 

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü GTm ü

zôPÅ-±hü  hqÞP-q-®ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 63 ®¤-»Ûm-môG 

¿UÛh-mÛü  ;Û-¾ô-  35 mÅ- 50-®¤-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü  GT!m-mÛ-ºWÛG-dïm-mÛ-zÛ-¾-±P-¤ºÛ-ÅP-zhï-¤ô-»Ûm-môG hï-z!ô-G¸ÛG-GÛ-ÅP-VßP-
P-¼ÛG-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-qGÅ-q-¤×-¼Ûm-Tm-»Ûm-môG  ºW¤-qô-hP-¤Þ-bÛG-¤hôG-»Ûm-môG 
ºÛ-zô-D-VGÅ-bï-»ôh-qºÛ-¼ÛºÛ-M¾-qô-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zô-Gm¤-GÁÛÅ-IP-¤ôºÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-‚Å-½‰ôGÅ-
V-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG ¤Gô-hP-¤WÛP-q-hP-»m-¾G-GÛ-G»ôG-;Ým-¾-mG-BºÛ-fÛG-»ôP-P-môG 
G¸ÞGÅ-qô-hP-Q-¤-;Ým-¾-Åï-zºÛ-¤ï-bôG-®ôGÅ-B-zô-¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG Iôh-qºÛ-ºDô¼-;Ým-
h;¼-qô-hP-¼ÛÅ-¤ïh-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG Çtä-Tm-mÛ-Q-¤-zô-È-¾¤-G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-ÅÞ¤-VºÛ-mP-mÅ-
GTÛG-GÛ-±!ôh-»Ûm-môG  hï-zô-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-iôh-¤ôº-¾ÞÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-G¸ÞGÅ-qôº-zÆÛÅ-bï-zô¼-¼-môG  
wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zôºÛ-¿UÛh-È-¾¤-;Û-¾ô- 35-50 ®¤-»Ûm-môG  

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

GTm-mÛ-¤±m-¾-ºIâ¾-‚Å-hP-¤Gô-Ç+ô¼-¤DÅ-q-»Ûm-môG GTm-;Ým-ƒG-¸PÅ-
hzïm-qºÛ-mP-P-GTÛG-qô-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛÛ-zô-¤Û-ÁïÅ-‚Å-hP-¤Û-¤fôP-Åº-ºhÝG-qÅ-
ÅP-¤Û-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-z-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-môG ¤Û-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-Å-mÅ-¤HôGÅ-q-¤Û-¤fôP-
Åº-Vº-Zm-¤Dm-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP- Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤Û-;Ým-mÛÅ-ºÛ-zôº-¿Ë-ºiï-B-zô-¸ï¼-ºhÝG 
¤WâG-¤ºÛ-»m-¾G-;Ým-hP-ƒP-;Ým-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-»ôh-bï-»Ûm-môG  wô-;Ým-GmÅ-Å-GTÛG-G-
¤P-Vïº-ºhÝG-qÅ-ÅP-  GT!Ûm-hP-GTm-BG-;Ým-mÛÅ-¼P-P!!Û-Å-¤±¤Å-ÁïÅ-zTßG-G-môG 
ºÛ-zôº-Dô-¼P-P!ÛÅ-ÅP-¿UÛh-ÅÞ¤-¿kz-¤P-P-»ôh-qºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-Vïm-qô-;Ým-GÅh-Zm-q-!»Ûm-môG 
GTm-mÛÅ-GÅh-¤Dm-mÛ-IÅ-mÅ-¤P-ÁôÅ-qô-Gmº-qô-hP-BÛm-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zôÅ-GÅh-¤Dm-
mÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-VßP-PÞm-mÛ-IÅ-¾-wïº-hP-µz-¼-hP-¼Û-zôP-hP-GŸm-ÆôG-VGÅ-VßP-PÞm-
hP-‚-‚ÛºÞ-;Ým-mºP-GÅh-h-môG  ¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-¤ïh-qÅ-ÅP-Ç+zÅ-¼ï-¤ÛÅ-
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cliffs, ridges and gullies. Due to its camoufl age and secretive habits 
it is very diffi cult to spot. Due to its ability to disappear in front of the 
eyes of the observer it is also called ‘grey ghost’ by locals. Due to 
well developed hind limbs and chest muscles it can jump up to 6 
meters. The male are territorial and mark their territories with urine, 
feces and scraps. It is able to kill prey three times its weight. The two 
most common preys are Blue Sheep and Asiatic Ibex. Small prey 
includes marmot, pika, hares, other small rodents and game birds. 
Due to scarcity of natural prey they also kill livestock. It feeds on the 
carcass over a period of three to four days. In February and March, 
during its breeding season, it is also reported to feed on a shrub, 
Myricaria germanica.

Status and Distribution: The Snow Leopard is found in the mountainous 
region of Central Asia and has been recorded from parts of Russia, 
Mongolia, China, Nepal, Tibet, Bhutan, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan 
and north-east range over the Pamir, Tienshan and Altai mountains. 
In India, it is found throughout the alpine zone of the main Himalayan 
range. It is reported from Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. It is encountered 
throughout Ladakh, mostly in the south and central regions 
between 3000 and 5000 m. In Ladakh it can be best sighted within 
Hemis National Park and Zanskar valley. Its estimated population 
throughout Ladakh region is around 250-350 animals. Throughout  
its entire range the estimated population of Snow Leopard is 7000 
individuals.

It is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Animals, under Appendix I in CITES and under Schedule I in the 
Jammu & Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978.
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zÆ¾-zºÛ-hÝh-ºIôºP-GÅh-h-môG  ŸG-GÅÞ¤-zŸÛ-¼ï-ÁÛ-¤Dm-mÛ-¼ô-¸ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
uÛ-¹-GZÛÅ-q-GÅÞ¤-q-;Ým-mÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôÅ-yâ-G!Ý-Bïh-ºwï¾-¾Û-hÝÅ-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP.ü  ¯-hP-ºô¤-
zÞºÛ-zÞ-¯ÛG-¸ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môGü

EzÅ-DôPÅü

GTm-mÛ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-hzÞÅ-hP-¼ÞÅ-hP-ÅôG-»Þ¾-hP-M-mG-hP-z¾-zô-hP-zôh-
hP-ºƒâG-»Þ¾-hP-q-;ÛÅ-bm-hP-M-G¼-hP-Íw-G-mÛÅ-bm-hP-q-¤Û¼-¼Û-
‚P-Á¼-¤±¤Å-  ‡Ûm-Ám-hP-  Í¾-‡-»Û-¼Û-Mãh-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
M-G¼-¾-ºÛ-zô-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-¼Û-Mãh-hÛ-Í¾-qÛm-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  W¤-¤Þ-;ÁÏ¤Û¼-hP-  ÈÛ-
¤×-T¾-hP- ÍÞb-b-¼m-T¾-hP- ºƒÅ-¿YôPÅ-hP- Í-¼Þ-m-T¾-s-hïÁºÛ-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-
hï-»Ûm-môG ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-GŸÝP-ºDô¼-hP-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 3000 mÅ- 5000 
¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-¤P-qô-»ôP-P-môG

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-¤P-Vï-z-!Èï-¤ÛÅ-mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-hP-  ¸PÅ-h;¼-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG 
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-È-¾¤- 250 mÅ- 350 ®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-xôGÅ-
±P-¤-¾-z¯Û-m-È-¾¤-ÇeôP-zhÝm- 7000 ®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  

ÍÛ-»Þ-ÅÛ-Í!ïmmÛ-fô-mP-zŸÛm-‚ô-m-GTm-;Ým-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-Zïm-;ºÛ-mP-P-»Ûm-môG
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Lynx 
Common Name : Lynx, Eurasian Lynx, Himalayan Lynx
Scientific Name : Lynx isabellina/ Felis lynx/ Lynx lynx 
Local Name : Eeh
Size : Body Length 85-90 cm, Shoulder Height 60 cm, 
  Tail Length 18-23 cm
Weight :   20-26 kg

© Fritz Pölking / WWF

Description: Lynx has a stocky body and 
strong limbs. The body colour is reddish-grey 
with spots over the upper limbs. Hind legs are 
longer than the fore legs. The most distinctive 
character is long tufts of hairs on the tips of the 
erect and triangular-shaped ears. It has a short 
and black-tipped tail. The beard-like ruff around 
the face is prominent.

It is considered as one of the rare cat species 
in Ladakh.

Habitat and Behavior: Lynx inhabits areas at 
an altitude of 4250 and 4575 m in the Himalaya 
and descends up to 1525 m in winter. Dense 
vegetation of Caragana, Hippophae and wil-
low are its preferred habitat. It is an excellent 
climber. Though known as a loner, groups of up 

to four can be seen occasionally. The Lynx is very secretive and elusive. It is 
diurnal in habit but more active during dusk and dawn. It hunts marmots, hare, 
young ones of Bharal and even domestic sheep and goat.

Status and Distribution: The Lynx is distributed from Europe, to the east of 
Asia including  China, North America, with an exceptional concentration along 
a strip across Russia from Ural mountains to the Pacifi c. It is also recorded 
from Tibet, Gilgit, Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh. In Ladakh it is reported from 
Hunder and Panamik area. It has also been observed near Gya-Miru area of 
Leh. The Lynx population has declined due to habitat loss and hunting for its 
fur which is still in demand in the fashion market. In western and Central 
Europe it has become extinct. The Lynx is listed under Appendix II of CITES, 
and Schedule I of Jammu & Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978.  Accord-
ing to a report, there may be 50 to 70 individuals of Lynx in Ladakh region.
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G»Ûü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü »Þ-¼ï-ÁÛºm-¾!ïPÅü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü ¾ïPÅ-ÍÛ-Å-z!ï-¾-¾Ûm

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü G»Ûü

zôPÅ-±hü hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 60 Q-¤-¾-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 18-23 ¤Gô-hP-
G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-¾-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 15-9 ®¤-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü  G»Û-¾-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-¤fÞG-¤ô-hP-»m-¾G-;Ým-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG G¸ÞGÅ-
qôºÛ-¤hôG-mÛ-h¤¼-B-hP-»m-¾G-¿eG-¤-;Ým-¾-F-fÛG-¼ï-»ôP-P-môG ¤hÝm-mÛ-ÅÞG-GÝºÛ-
ÅP-Mz-zÛ-ÅÞG-GÝ-;Ým-¼ÛP-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG Pô-ÁïÅ-‚-ÅÛ-dGÅ-GÅ¾-qô-mÛü  n-¤VôG-
GÛ-¤GôºÛ-;-Çtä-¾PÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG ºÛ-zôºÛ-Q-¤-fÞP-PÞm-mG-qô-ŸÛG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG 
GhôP-PÛ-;-M-ºÞ-®ôGÅ-ÅÛ-Çtä-GÅ¾-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-zÛ-¾ºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÅÛ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-h;ôm-¤ô-ŸÛG-z¯Ûº-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

G»Û-mÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 4250 mÅ- 4565 ®¤-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG hGÝm-¾-¤Û-
‡¼- 1525 ®¤-¤Û-h¤º-Å-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ;-¼-G-m-hP-±ô¼-h;¼-hP-¿UP-¤-¤P-qô-
»ôh-Å-;Ým-ºÛ-zôºÛ-ºhÝG-Å-zhï-¤ô-»ÛmmôG  ºÛ-zô-Hïm-¾-º²GÅ-‚Å-¾-¾-iG-qô-»ôP-P-môG  
GTÛG-qô-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-mºP-zŸÛ-¼ï-¤Z¤-qô-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG  G»Û-mÛ-GmÅ-Å-hzïm-
q-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-»ôP-P-môG  »Ûm-mºP-¤P-Vï-z-Å-¼Þz-hP-Gm¤-
¾PÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG ºÛ-zôÅ-wïº-hP- ¼Û-zôP-hP-  „Ë-¼¾-VßP-PÞm-hP-IôP-qÅ-zÆ¾-zºÛ-¼-
¾ÞG-ºP-GÅh-h-môG

Ez-DôPÅü  G»Û-mÛ-»Þ-¼ôz-mÅ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP-‚P-xôGÅ-!ÎÍ-¤ï-¼Û-;-hP-M-mG-hP-
hï-mP-mºP-¼ÞÅ-ÅÛ-»Þ-¼¾-¼Û-Mãh-mÅ-qï-ÅÛ-wÛG-M-¤±ôºÛ-¤±¤Å-±ßG-q-¤P-P-»ôP-P-môG 
ºÛ-zô-zôh-mÅ-GÛ¾-GÛh-±ßG-q-ÈÛ-¤×-T¾-hP-¾-hÐGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-
zô-Èàm-h¼-hP-q-m-¤ÛG-;Ým-¾-»ôh-;G M-¤Û-¼Þ-;Ým-¾ºP-»ôP-ºhÝG-GmÅ-Å-¤P-qô-¤ïh-
¤Dm-hP-qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-¤Dm-qôÅ-‚Å-bï-ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-ZÝP-P-V-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG 
VÅ-¾ÞGÅ-Åô-¤ºÛ-Fô¤-Å-;Ým-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-qGÅ-q-hGôÅ-Çkô¤-»ôh-bï-!»Ûm-môG mÝz-xôGÅ-hP-Íï-ÁÛ-
»ºÛ-hzÞÅ-;Ým-¾-ºÛ-zô-¤ïh-¤Dm-ÅôP-Çeï-»Ûm-môG G»Û-mÛ-ÅÛ-ÍºÛ-‡Û-!ÍÛ-ÍïÅ-ÅÛ- fô-GZÛÅ-qºÛ-mP-
¾-»Ûm!Î-môG ¼ÛºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-z!Û-IÅ-»Ûm-môG ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-G»!ÛºÛ-IPÅ-;- 50 mÅ- 70 
®¤-ŸÛG-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG
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Pallas’s Cat
Common Name : Pallas’s Cat
Scientific Name : Otocolobus manul/ Felis manul
Local Name : Trakshan
Size : Body Length 50-60 cm, Shoulder Height 30 cm, 
  Tail Length 20-30 cm
Weight : 2-5 kg

Description: The Pallas’s Cat resembles a small domestic cat in size. 
It has a broad head, low forehead, low-set widely parted ears and 
long thick tail with black tip. Its coat gives frosted appearance due 
to white tips of its hair. The body is compact with low limbs. The 
colour of the body is silver grey. The limbs and lower back have 
black bands. The fur on its under parts and tail is comparatively 
longer than that on the rest of the body. The cat feeds on small mam-
mals like pika and rodents. It also feeds occasionally on birds. The 
male is slightly heavier than female. The cat attains sexual maturity 
after one year.

Habitat and Behavior: Its habitat is mainly located in the vicinity of 
pika habitat in arid fl at grasslands. The cat is seen solitarily. Very little 
is know about its ecology. The cat prefers jagged and rocky terrain at 
high altitude. The cat is generally active from dusk to dawn with rare 

© BNHS
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ƒG-GTmü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü q-¾Å-;ï‡ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü Í!ô-!‡ï-;ô-¾!ô-zÅü  !¤ïmÝº¾ü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü ƒG-GTmü

zôPÅ-±hü  Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 40 mÅ- 50

¿UÛh-ü  ;Û-¾ô-  2 mÅ-5

ºIï¾-zÁhü ¼Û-zÛ-¾-mÛ-IôP-qÅ-zÆ¾-zºÛ-zÛ-¾-VßP-PÞm-®ôGÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-môG ºÛ-zôºÛ-¤Gô-Vïm-qô-
hP-hs¾-z-h¤º-¤ô-hP-n-¤VôG-E¼-E¼-Q-¤-¤fÞG-¤ô-¼ÛP-qô-¯ï-¤ô-mG-qô-»ôP-P-môG-

ºÛ-zôºÛ-ÇtäºÛ-¤Gô-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-GPÅ-VGÅ-¤Dm-®ôGÅ-¤fôP-P-môG ÅÞG-¾G-fÞP-
PÞm-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-»Ûm-môG G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-hPÞ¾-¤hôG-B-zô-»Ûm-môG 
»m-¾G-;Ým-hP-Ç¨h-xôGÅ-qô-mG-qô-»Ûm-mG Iôh-q-hP-Q-¤ºÛ-Çtä-;Ým-¼ÛP-qô-¼ÛG-»ôP-P-môG 
¼Û-zÛ-¾-mÛ-µz-¼-hP-Å-zÛ-¾ÛG-¾-ÅôGÅ-q-¸-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG wô-;Ým-¤ôºÛ-ÅP-®-qÛG-¿U!Ûm-bï »Ûm-
môG zÛ-yâG-;Ým-¾-¾ô-GTÛG-!¾ôm-q-hP-wô-¤ôºÛ-ºƒï¾-‚ô-fÞz-q-»Ûm-môG 

 

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zôºÛ-ºhÝG-Å-¤P-Vï-z-µz-¼-»ôh-Å-hP-fG-Zï-¤ôºÛ-fP-ÇeôP-P!Û-¯-fP-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG 
zÛ-¾-zô-GTÛG-qô-ºhÝG-Çeï-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG DôºÛ-¤fº-Dô¼;Ým-MãÅ-V-‚Å-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-môG 
zÛ-¾-zô-Å-GmÅ-¤f!ôm-qô-;Ým-¾-ƒG-FÛÅ-Tm-hP-Dôz-Çeï-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-ºfh-h-môG z!Û-¾-qô-ZÛ-
¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-¤P-Çeï-¤fôP-P-¤-môG wÛ-h!ôG-Å-¼Þz-mÅ-Gm¤-¾PÅ-±ßG-q-ºIâ¾-¾-môG 
»Ûz-‚Å-hP-P¾-GÅô-‚Å-ÅÛ-wÛº-ºÛ-zô-ƒG-z¼-hP-ƒG-wÞG-VßP-PÞm-hP-¶-®ï-hP-!wïº-±PÅ-
;Ým-mÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG fP-;Ým-mÛ-;-GÝ-¾ï-GÝ-¾ïº-ºIâ¾-‚Å-hP-ü ¤Û-¤ïh-Åº-ºhÝG-½‰ôGÅ-
»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-ºÛ-zô-!¤fôP-‚Å-h;GÅ-qô-»Ûm-môG yâ-GÝ-Í-¤ºÛ-DôG-qºÛ-mP-¾-ŸG-qô- 66 
mÅ- 74 ¼ï-¾ÞÅ-Å-môG ¾ô-ºDô¼-¾-yâ-GÝ-±¼-GTÛG-ºwÛP-P-môG uÛ-¹-zŸÛ-q-hP-¿S-qºÛ-mP-¾-
±¼-GTÛG-yâ-GÝ-GÅÞ¤-mÅ-iâG-¼ï-Bïº-môG zÛ-¾-zô-GZ!Ûh-mÅ-¾PÅ-®-m-ÈÛÅ-ÅÛP-PÛ-Ç+h-ºwÛP-
P-môG
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sightings during day. For hiding and resting it uses rock crevices, 
small caves and burrows of fox and marmots. Due to its habit of 
moving low on the ground and its elusive nature, its sighting is very 
diffi cult. The gestation period is 66 to 74 days. The cat breeds once 
in a year delivering 3 to 6 kittens during April-May. The cat makes a 
hissing snarl when aroused.

Status and Distribution: Pallas’s Cat, in India, is found only in eastern 
Ladakh at an elevation between 3000 to 4800 m. The Pallas’s Cat 
is represented by three races and is distributed throughout Tibet, 
France, and Pakistan. This cat was hunted extensively for its fur. This 
cat has been placed under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972 and Appendex II of CITES.

The Pallas’s Cat in Ladakh is best seen in Rupshu/ Changthang 
area. The subspecies found in Ladakh are Otocolobus manul 
nigripectus.
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Ez-DôPÅü 

M-G¼-¾-¼Û-zÛ-¾-mÛ-¾-hÐGÅ-Á¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 3000 mÅ- 4800 ®¤-¤Û-GmÅ-
;Ým-¾-¤-GbôGÅ-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG ¼Û-zÛ-¾ºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-Ço-GÅÞ¤-»Ûm-mG hï-;Ým-zôh-
hP-w-¼mÅ-hP- q-;ÛÅ-bm-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zÛ-¾-zô-qGÅ-qºÛ-w!Ûº-GÅh-h-môG  
ºÛ-zÛ-¾-zô-º²¤-zÞ-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-hGôÅ-qºÛ-IÅ-ÅÞ-zô¼-bï-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-
zÛ-¾-zô-‚P-fP-¼Þz-Áôº-¤fôP-P-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºhÛºÛÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Íô-‡ô-;ô-¾ô-zÅ-¤!ïm!Ýº¾-mÛGÛ-¼Û-
q!ïG-‡Å-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG
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Tibetan Wolf 
Common Name : Wolf, Tibetan Wolf, Himalayan Wolf
Scientific Name : Canis lupus chanku 
Local Name : Changu
Size : Body Length 95-140 cm, Shoulder Height 80 cm, 
  Tail Length 35-40 cm
Weight : 18-27 kg

© Maya Ramaswamy

Description: There are two sub species 
of wolf in India. The one found in Ladakh 
or   Trans-Himalaya is Tibetan Wolf (Canis 
lupus chanku). Its fur colour varies from 
sandy-brown to grey-brown, dark grey or 
black. Under parts are buff in colour. The 
black-tipped tail is less than half the body 
length. The winter coat is extremely thick 
and shaggy. The wolf has strong body, 
thin legs and V-shaped head.

Habitat and Behavior: The wolf prefers bare and open areas. Caves, crevices 
in rocks, and burrows in sand are used as shelter. They descend down to 
valleys in winter and ascend to the snowline in summer, migrating with the 
game. The animal is usually seen singly but some time encountered in packs. 
The wolf is nocturnal but also active during day. The animal preys on pika, 
hare, rodents and birds. They also prey on cattle when suffi cient wild prey 
is not available or when they are near human settlements. The hierarchy is 
maintained by the pack. The animals move over a large territory and the terri-
tory is marked by the pack by urine and feces at prominent spots. The whole 
pack feeds together on the prey. The animal is very shy and secretive and runs 
away in human presence.

Status and Distribution: The wolf in Ladakh is mainly distributed in eastern and 
northern region between 3000 and 5000 m. In Trans-Himalayan region wolf is 
considered to make maximum killing of livestock amongst all predators. This 
has led to human-wolf confl ict and is considered as a big menace. Killing and 
trapping of wolf takes place by locals in retaliation. The estimated population 
in Ladakh region is 300-350 animals. It is best encountered in Rupshu and 
Changthang plains, to some extent in Markha, Upper Suru and Zanskar. The 
wolf is listed under Appendix I in CITES and under Schedule I in Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972.
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uP-;ÝÝ
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP.ü !^Û-zï-bm-!¶ô-¾Þwü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP.ü ;ï-mÛÅ-¾Þ-qÅ-TP-;Ýü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP.ü uP-;Ýü

zôP-±h-ü hqÞP-qô-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 80 G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-±h-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼- 94 mÅ-140ü

¿UÛh- ;Û-¾ô-  18  27

ºIï¾-zÁh-

M-G¼-¾-uP-;ÝºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-GZÛÅ-»ôh-;G GTÛG-qô-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-
môG-hï-zô-zôh-hÛ-uP-;Ý-;ï-mÛÅ-¾Þ-qÅ-uP-;Ý-mÛm-môG-Çtä-¤hôG-Ço-±ôGÅ-B-¾ôG-mÅ-mG-±ÛG-±ÛG-
»Ûm-môG Iôh-q-xôGÅ-mG-qô-hP-Q-¤ºÛ-¯ï-¤ô-mG-qô-Tm-G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-wïh-®¤-¤Û-¼ÛP-»Ûm-môG 
hGÝm-hÝÅ-¾-Çtä-ºfÞG-qô-hP-½UÛP-Çeï-¾ÞG-¾ÞG-»ôP-P-môG-uP-;ÝºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-ÁÝGÅ-Tm- @P-q-
y-¤ô-¤Gô-h‚Ûm-»ÛG V   »Û-z¸ô-¿e-»ôhP-P-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

uP-;Ým-fP-ÇeôP-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG ƒG-wÞG-Gh-wÞG-hP-ƒG-z¼-hP-zï-fP-PÛ-z¼-;Ým-¾-
ºhÝG-G-môG hGÝm-¾-»Þ¾-;Ým-¾-zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG h‚¼-¾-¼Û-¤fôm-!qô-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG 
hÝh-ºIô-¼ï-q-»ôh-Åº-Vº-môG-»Ûm-mºP-Ç+zÅ-¼ï-¤P-qôºÛ-GÅïz-¾ºP-V-môG-uP-;Ý-¤±m-¾-
»ôP-P-môG  »Ûm-mºP-ZÛ-¤ºP-ºIâ¾-¾-môG µz-¼-hP-¼Û-zôP-hP-Å-zÛ-¾ÛG-hP-‚Û-q-;Ým-
mºP-GÅh-h-môG uP-;Ýº-¼ïºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-¤-fôG-®-m-IôP-qºÛ-hÝh-ºIô-;Ým-GÅh-h-môG  
uP-;Ým-Å-M-Vïm-qôÅ-ÇÀïz-q-»Ûm-môG uP-;Ý-±P-¤-Á-¸ôÅ-bï-º±ôº-môG-¤Û-¤bôP-m-Áô¼-¼-môG 
Dô-¼P-wG-¼ÛÅ-ºhÝG-G-môGü

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-uP-;Ý-GÝm-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-Å-Eh-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼- 3000 mÅ- 5000 
®¤-¤Û-¤fôm-qô-;Ým-¾-¼-¾ÞG-G-môG  !ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-¾-¼-¾ÞG-¾-ÅôGÅ-q-GÅh-¤Dm-
±P-¤ºÛ-ÅP-¤P-ÁôÅ-uP-;Ý-»Ûm-môG-hï-wÛº-¤Û-hP-uP-;ÝºÛ-ºƒï¾-z¸P-qô-¾ÞÅ-‚Å-¤-môG 
Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤Û-;Ým-mÛÅ-uP-;Ý-G¸Þ¤-Çeï-GÅh-h-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-uP-;ÝºÛ-IPÅ-;-  300 
mÅ- 350 ®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-±ôh-»Ûm-môG ‚P-fP-PÛ-¼Þz-ÁôºÛ-fP-G-;Ým-hP-¤¼-D-hP-ÅÞ-¼ÞºÛ-
Hïm-xôGÅ-hP-¸PÅ-h;¼-;Ým-¾-uP-;Ý-¤P-P-»ôP-ºhÝG ºÛ-zô-ºWÛG-dïm-mÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-
Bôz-zÛ-IÅ-¾-zô¼-bï-»Ûm-mô
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Tibetan Wild Dog
Common Name : Wild dog, Dhole
Scientific Name : Cuon alpinus
Local Name : Phara
Size : Body Length 90-100 cm, Shoulder Height 55 cm, 
  Tail Length 40-43 cm
Weight : 15-20 kg

Description: The Wild dog appears in shape like a domestic dog. 
The tail is long and bushy, muzzle is shorter and the head is round. 
The ears are more rounded at the tips. It differs from domestic dogs, 
wolves and jackals in having six molar teeth in the lower jaw whereas 
the others have seven. It also has 12 to 14 teats as compared to 10 
in canis. The sides of the neck and throat are covered by a distinct 
mane. The colour of the coat is sandy-brown with buff under wool. 
The under parts are paler. The sexes look alike.

Habitat and Behavior: The Dhole is rare and very little is known about 
this animal. They are social animals and live in family packs which 
consist of 2 to 4 individuals. They prefer to stay away from human 
habitations. The Dhole is mainly a forest animal and are found in 

© Joanna Van Gruisen
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              ºwº-¼ü
!uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP- ¶Ûº¾^-^ôGü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP- ;Ýºôm-Í¾-qÛ-mÅ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP- ºwº-¼-

zôPÅ-            hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-55®¤-¤Û-

¤fôm-hP- G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-P-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-90mÅ-100®¤-Í-

¿UÛh-¾-;Û-¾ô-15mÅ-20¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG-

ºIï¾-zÁhü  ºw¼-z-mÛ-EÛ-mP-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-¼ÛP-qô-Çtä-Tm-mÛ-D-fÞP-PÞm-hP-
¤Gô-lôz-lôz-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-GÛ-¤Gô-xôGÅ-qô-Gô¼-Gô¼-»Ûm-môG EÛ-hP-ü uP-;Ý-hP-ü  
EÛ-uP-hP-zTÅ-q-¾-@P-Åô-G»ôG-¤-zhÝm-»Ûm-môG »Ûm-mºP-ºÛ-zôº-iâG-¤-m!ï-¤ïh-;G  
ºÛ-zôº-Åô-zTß-GZÛÅ-mÅ-zTß-zŸÛ-±ßG-q-»ôP-P-môG  ;ï-mÛ-hP-zÇeàm-m-zTß-»Ûm-môG  ¤WÛP-
q-hP-Ç+ï-;Ým-¾-¸!ï-z-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ¾ï-m-¤P-ZÝP-hP-zTÅ-qºÛ-Çtä-¤hôG-mÛ-‚ï-¤-Ç¨äG-qôºÛ-
¤hôG-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-qºÛ-xôGÅ-qô-B-¾ôG-»Ûm-môG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤-

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-^ô-¾ï-h;ôm-¤ô-hP-MãÅ-¤×-ZÝP-PÞm-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  hï-;Ým-º²ô¤-Çeï-ºhÝG-
¤Dm-mÛ-hÝh-ºIô-»Ûm-môG  GZÛÅ-q-zŸÛ-q-¼ï-‚ôÅ-bï-¤Z¤-qô-ºhÝG-G-môG  hï-;Ým-¤Û-»ôh-Å-
mÅ-fG-¼ÛP-P-ºhÝG-q-ºfh-h-môG  ^ô-¾ï-mGÅ-±ôGÅ-ÅÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-»Ûm-môG  ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-
w¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-hï-;Ým-fP-G-Tm-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  
D-TÛG-¤Z¤-qô-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-hÝh-ºIô-Vïm-qô-;Ým-GÅh-f!Ýz-q-»Ûm-môG   hï-;Ým-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-
¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  hï-;Ým-ºhÝG-‚Å-ÅÛ-wÛº-Å-hôP-ºƒ!Ýº-¤-môG   ƒG-z¼-hP-¾ÞP-q-y-
¤ô-;Ým-mÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG   hÝh-ºIô-GÅh-q-hP- ±P-¤-¼Þz-Çeï-¤HôGÅ-q-z¸º-môG  
^ô-¾ï-GTÛG-GÛÅ-Á-;Û-¾ô-zŸÛ-Vß-±ôh-GTÛG-GÛ-mP-P-z¸º-fÞz-q-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-±P-;ôÅ-¼P-PÛ-Å-
¤±¤Å-;Ým-Çtô-»Ûm-Çtô-Çtô-»Ûm-‚ôº-môG  ºw¼-zÅ-¤¼-Dô¼-hP- Á-¾Þ-GÝ-hP- ²z-¼-hP- Å-zÛ-
¾ÛG-hP- ¼Û-zôP-;Ým-GÅh-h-môG-
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Himalaya/ Trans-Himalaya preferring mountain habitat with gentle 
slopes. In Ladakh region they inhabit open country. The habit of liv-
ing in pack helps them to hunt larger animals. The animal is diurnal 
i.e. active during the day time. The animal does not burrow in dens 
but lives in crevices, among rocks or ravines. After knocking down 
the prey the whole pack feeds together quickly. An individual Dhole 
can consume up to 4 kg of meat in one hour. The pack marks ter-
ritory with feces. The Dhole preys on Markhor, wild sheep, pika, ro-
dents and hare.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh, the Dhole is found throughout 
eastern and northern region upto 4000 m or higher, determined 
by the presence of prey. The Dhole is distributed from Central and 
East Asia to South and Southeast Asia. It is represented by about 
10 races throughout its range. The animal is on a decline due to its 
persecution and depletion of prey. In Ladakh the animal is best seen 
in Rupschu,Changthang area, eastern part of Hemis National Park 
and eastern Zanskar.

The animal is listed as Vulnerable in IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Animals, under Appendix-I of CITES and Schedule II in Indian Wild-
life (Protection) Act, 1972.
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Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿YôPÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4000»P-m-hï-ÅP-
¤fôm-qô-;Ým-¾-GÅh-‚Å-ºfôz-m-ºw¼-z-»ôP-P-môG  Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-hzÞÅ-hP- Á¼-
xôGÅ-hP- ¿Ëô-xôGÅ-hP- Á¼-¿ËôºÛ-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-ºw¼-z-»ôh-h!ï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ºhÝG-
ÅºÛ-¿YôPÅ-±P-¤ºÛ-mP-P-Mãh-q-zTß-®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ZÝP-P-ZÝP-P-Vº-môG  
TÛº-¸ï¼-m-ºÛ-zôº-Gmôh-q-B!ï¾-¤Dm-hP- GÅh-‚Å-ÅÛ-hÝh-ºIô-;Ým-¤ïh-¤Dm-ÅôP-qÅ-
ÅP-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-‚P-fP-¼Þz-Áô-hP- Èï-¤ÛÅ-mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-GÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP-
¸PÅ-h;¼-¼Û-Á¼-xôGÅ-!;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÇeôPÅ-V-‚Å-ÅÛ-ºWÛGÅ-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-qÛ-IÅ-¾-zô¼-bï-»Ûm-môG-
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Red Fox
Common Name : Red Fox or Hill Fox, Tibetan Fox
Scientific Name : Vulpes vulpes
Local Name : Whatse
Size : Body Length 50-70 cm, Shoulder Height 35 cm, 
  Tail Length 40-50 cm
Weight : up to 5 kg

Description: The name Red 
Fox is after its coat which is 
reddish in colour. The under 
parts are white. The body is 
covered with long and silky fur 
with dense under wool. The tip 
of the tail is white.  Below each 
eye there is a dark spot. The 
limbs are slender. The pointed 
ears on their upper parts are 
black. The sexes look alike.

Habitat and Behavior: The Red Fox is not a social animal. It is found singly 
or seen in monogamous pairs. It inhabits sandy wastes, riverbeds and 
sand dunes in semi-arid regions. The animal is active by night. However, 
it can also be seen during dusk and dawn. The animal rests in crevices 
and burrows during the day time. Often considered as cunning, the fox is 
a very shy and wary animal. The animal feeds on birds, rodents, marmots 
and mouse-hares. The diet also includes berries.

Status and Distribution: Considered as most widespread the Red Fox is a 
common animal throughout Ladakh. It is reported from valley bottoms up 
to 5000 m. It is distributed throughout  Europe, Asia and Northern Africa. 
The animal was introduced into North America and Australia. Within Indi-
an limits the Red Fox is found in Ladakh, Kashmir, and up to Sikkim in the 
Himalaya. The animal throughout its range is hunted for its luxurious coat. 
Its population is declining. In Ladakh the Red Fox is best encountered 
in Suru, Markha, Nubra, Zanskar Indus valley, and high altitude slopes 
of Changthang and Rupshu region. The subspecies found in Ladakh is 
V.v. montana.

© Mohd. Abbas
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¶-®ïü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü ¼ï^-wôGÅü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP- ¶¾-qÅ-¶¾-qÅ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP- ¶-®ï-

zôPÅ-         hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-35- G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-50mÅ-70¿UÛh-¾-
;Û-¾ô-¿S-±ßG-q-»Ûm-môG-

ºIï¾-zÁh-

¶-®ïºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-h¤¼-ÁÅ-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-¶-®ï-h¤¼-qô-¸ï¼-bï-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-q-;Ým-h;¼-
qô-»ôP-P-môG  z¾-„ÀG-„ÀG-¼ÛP-qôÅ-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-z;z-Çeï-»ôP-P-môG  Q-¤ºÛ-¯ï-¤ô-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  
¤ÛG-±P-¤ºÛ-G»ôG-G-mG-fÛG-»ôP-P-môG  @P-¾G-;Ým-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-®!ïz-®!ïz-zÛ-
Hïm-xôGÅ-qô-mG-qô-»Ûm-môG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-!»ôP-P-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

¶-®ï-D-TÛG-¼ï-¤Z¤-qô-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-¤-môG  ºÛ-zô-GTÛG-TÛG-¼P-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-‚ï-Å-Tm-
hP- IôG-qôºÛ-f-¤-;Ým-hP- ¯-D-f¼-fô¼-»ôh-qºÛ-‚!ï-¤ºÛ-¼Û-VßP-PÞm-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-
môG  ¶-®ï-¤±m-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  »Ûm-mºP-Å-¼Þz-hP- m¤-¾PÅ-ÅÛ-hÝÅ-¾ºP-¤fôP-P-môG  
ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ƒG-z¼-hP-Å-DÞP-;Ým-¾-P¾-GÅô-Çeï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¶-®ï-Bôm-Tm-fïº-môG  
»Ûm-mºP-ºÛ-zô-±zÅ-¤Dm-hP- ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-±ßz-zï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-‚-‚ÛºÞ-hP- Å-zÛ-
¾ÛG-GÛ-¼ÛGÅ-hP- wïº-hP-¼Û-zôP-;Ým-GÅh-hï-z¸º-môG  ÁÛP-bôG-¼ÛGÅ-ÅÛ-ºƒÅ-zÞ-VßP-PÞm-;Ým-
z¸º-môG-

Ez-DôPÅ-

¶-®ï-h¤¼-qô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-xôGÅ-±P-¤-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾ÞP-qºÛ-¤fÛ¾-mÅ-Å-Eh-
¤fôm-qô-¤Û-‡¼-5000±ßG-q-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-»Þ-¼ôz-hP-Íï-ÁÛ-»-hP- Íw-¼Û-;ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-
;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-‚P-xôGÅ-Í¤-¼Û-;-hP- ÍÅ-‡ï-¼ï-¾Û-»-;Ým-¾-Çtï¾-¤Dm-môG  
M-G¼-¾-ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-hP- ;-ÁÛ-¤Û¼-hP- ºƒÅ-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-¿YôPÅ-±P-¤-¾-
qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-¶-®ï-GÅh-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-IPÅ-;-ZÝP-P-V-¼ÞG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-ÅÞ-¼Þ-hP- ¤¼-D-
hP- mÝz-¼-hP- ¸PÅ-h;¼-hP- ÅïP-Gï-G®P-qôºÛ-G»Å-G»ôm-hP- ‚P-fP-hP- ¼Þz-Áô-¿YôPÅ-
ÅÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÅÛ-»m-¾G ¶Û-!¶Û-¤ôm-‡-m-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zô-º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-hGôÅ-qÛ-IÅ-¾-zô¼-bï-»Ûm-môG-
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Himalayan Brown Bear
Common Name : Himalayan Brown Bear
Scientific Name : Ursus arctos isabellinus
Local Name : Denmo
Size : Body Length 180-245 cm, Shoulder Height 100 cm, 
  Tail Length 10 cm
Weight :   Over 200 kg (Male)

Description: There are eight species of bears in the world repre-
sented by about 58 subspecies. Four species of bears have been 
reported from India. The Himalayan Brown Bear (U.a. isabellinus) is 
a subspecies of Brown Bear (U.arctos). The Himalayan Brown Bear 
has reddish brown coat. The colour of the coat varies from individual 
to individual and place to place. It is considered as one of biggest 
carnivores. The animal has a large head with small eyes, chest mak-
ings are mostly absent. The animal is less arboreal. It has heavy 
body and stocky limbs and strong non-retractable fl at claws. 

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives singly or in small groups con-
sisting mainly of female and cubs. The animal prefers bare open 
areas above tree line. The animal is active both during night and day 

© Mohd. Abbas
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    iïh-¤ôü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-zô¼ôm-!zÛº¼ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Í¼-ÅÅ- Í¼;-‡ôÅ- ÍÛ-Å-zï-¾Û-mÅü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-     iïh-¤ôü

zôPÅ-±hü         hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-100»Ûm-

môG G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-P-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-180mÅ-245»Ûm-môG 

ºIï¾-zÁhü

º²¤-zÞ-JÀÛP-mP-¾-iïh-¤ôºÛ-¼!ÛGÅ-zMh-»Ûm-m!ôG  h!ï-»!Û-»m-¾G-58®¤-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
iïh-¤ôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-zŸÛ-M-G¼-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-iïh-¤ô-Ç¨äG-qô- »Þ-Í!ï-ÍÛ-Å-zï-
¾Û-mÅ- qô-»Þ-Í¼;-‡ôÅ-ÅÛ-»m-¾G-GÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-môG  ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-iïh-¤ô-Ç¨äG-qôºÛ-
Çtä-¤hôG-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-»Ûm-môG  iïh-¤ô-Åô-Åôº-¤hôG-Åô-Åô-»Ûm-môG  hïm-m-®ôGÅ-¾-
GmÅ-Å-Åô-Åôº-¤hôG-Åô-Åô-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-Á-¤P-ÁôÅ-¸-¤Dm-mÛ-IÅ-mÅ-GTÛG-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-¤Gô-V!ïm-qô-¤ÛG-VßP-PÞm-ƒP-‚ô-‚Å-È-¾¤-¤ïh-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-Vïm-!qô-
»m-¾G-¤FGÅ-qô-hP- ¾ôG-Çeï-ºEï¼-¤Û-Zm-¤Dm-mÛÇkï¼-¤ô-¾ïz-¾ïz-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤-

ºÛ-zô-GTÛG-qô-ºhÝG-G-môG  »P-m-¤ô-hP- yâ-GÝ-;Ým-»ôh-qºÛ-Eã-VßP-PÞm-ŸÛG-GÛ-mP-
P-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¿UP-¤-»ôh-Å-mÅ-Hïm-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-ÁÛP-mGÅ-¤ïh-qºÛ-¿YôPÅ-ÇeôP-q-
!;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¤±m-hP- ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-GZÛÅ-;-¾-ºIâ¾-»Ûm-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zô-¼P-PÛ-Å-Eh-hÛ-ºDô¼-ŸÛG-GÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  hï-zô-z¸º-‚Å-»!ôh-¤ïh-hP-zÇeàm-bï-
Ço-±ôGÅ-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  wô-;Ým-ºhÝG-ÅºÛ-ºDô¼-zô-;Û-¾ô-¤Û-‡¼-D-GP-¤-zM-ŸÛG-»ôP-P-môG  
»Ûm-mºP-¤ô-;Ým-ºhÝG-ÅºÛ-Dô¼-zô-VßP-P-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-Gh-wÞG-ƒG-wÞG-;Ým-mÛ-mP-P-
ºhÝG-G-môG  ºhÝG-ÅºÛ-±PÅ-ºƒâÅ-bï-hGÝm-¾-uÛ-¹-11q-mÅ-5q-±ßG-q-GZÛh-¾ôGÅ-bïºP-
GhÝG-G-môG  GZÛh-¾ôG-q-»P-m-¤Þm-qÅ-ÅP-ÇSôm-¾-±Û¾-ºDÞ¼-‚Å-ÅÛ-wÛº-¤P-q!ô-z¸º-
môG  ºÛ-zô-Á-¸-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  »Ûm-mºP-Gm¤-¹-hP-zÇeàm-bï-TÛ-±P-¤ºP-z¸º-môG  
h‚¼-¾-¯-Åô-¤-hP- z-fG-hP- Åï¤Å-Tm-VßP-PÞm- µz-¼-hP- hÝh-ºIô-ÁÛ-¼ô-hP-
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but prefers to rest during midday hours. It is territorial and its terri-
tory varies depending upon the availability of food. The territory of 
male may extend up to 100 sq.Km. However, the territory of female is 
smaller. It lives in caves and digs up dens and goes in for hibernation 
during winter (November to May). Before going in for hibernation the 
animal stores large amount of fat by eating voraciously. The animal 
has been classifi ed as a carnivore but its feeding habits are omnivo-
rous which vary with season. In summer it feeds on fresh sprouting 
grass, roots, bulbs, insects, rodents like pikas and also scavenges 
on carcasses and may also hunt livestock. In autumn or late summer 
the animal descends to valleys and feeds on buckwheat, fruits and 
berries. Mating takes place in early summer (May-June).

Status and Distribution: The Himalayan Brown Bear has been report-
ed from south and western Ladakh. In summer the animal ascends  
to 5500 m up to snow line and descends down to lower areas in au-
tumn. The animal is distributed in northern temperate zone of North 
America, Europe and Asia where its southern limit is the Himalaya. 
The animal is on a decline due to its persecution for medicinal value. 
The estimated population of the Himalayan Brown Bear in Ladakh is 
around 100 animals. In Ladakh the animal is best sighted in upper 
Suru, Zanskar and Changchu valley. Reports of its presence to some 
extent have also been received from lower Markha valley.

The animal is listed under Appendex I by CITES and under Schedule 
I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.   
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¤ÛÅ-zÆ¾-zºÛ-hÝh-ºIôºP-GÅh-hï-z¸º-môG  Çeôm-¾-»Þ¾-;Ým-¾-zzÅ-bï-»ôPÅ-bï-ƒ-zô-hP- 
ÁÛP-bôG-hP- ºƒÅ-zÞ-¾-ÅôGÅ-q-z¸º-môG  uÛ-¹-¿S-q-hP- iâG-q-;Ým-mÛ-hÝÅ-¾-wô-¤ô-fÞG-
G-môG-

Ez-DôPÅü

ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-iïh-¤ô-Ç¨äG-qô- ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-¿Ëô-hP- mÝz-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG  
h‚¼-¾-ºÛ-;Ým-D-z-»ôh-ÅºÛ-¤fô-Å-¤Û-‡¼-5500®¤-¾-º²GÅ-ºhÝG  Çeôm-¾-
h¤º-Å-;Ým-¾-zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-‚P-xôGÅ-Í-¤!ï-¼Û-;-hP- »Þ-¼ôz-
hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-mP-mÅ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-±ßG-q-Ez-Çeï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-qô-Ç¨m-¾-z;ô¾-Zm-‚Å-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-DôºÛ-IPÅ-;-ºƒÛÅ-bï-V-¼ÞG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG  
ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-iïh-¤ô-Ç¨äG-qôºÛ-IPÅ-;-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-100ŸÛG-»ôh-qºÛ-±ôh-»Ûm-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-
¾-ºÛ-zô-ÅÞ-¼ÞºÛ-Hïm-xôGÅ-hP- ¸PÅ-h;¼-hP- GŸm-»Þ¾-¼ïº-¤fôP-Çeï-»Ûm-môG  
¤¼-DºÛ-G»ôG-;Ým-hP- h;¼-HÛ¾-¾ºP-»ôh-qºÛ-GmÅ-±ß¾-ºhÝG  ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-
º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-fôºÛ-mP-P-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG-
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Stoat
Common Name : Stoat/ Himalayan Stoat
Scientific Name : Mustela erminea
Local Name : Lakimo
Size : Body Length 17-33 cm, Shoulder Height 7 cm, 
  Tail Length 4-12 cm
Weight : 250-300 g

Description: Stoat is a very agile animal. The head is fl attened and 
triangular in shape. The body is lean and muscular with slender 
limbs. The tail is slim, small and black tipped. Whiskers are long. 
In summer the colour of the coat is reddish-brown. The under parts, 
inner legs and paws are whiter. The colour of the coat, except for the 
black tail tip, turns white in winter. The animal hunts vole and mice 
killing them by neck bite. It also feeds on pika, young hare, birds, 
eggs and insects. The male is double the size of female. The life 
span of the stoat is 2 to 7 years. Male attain sexual maturity at one 
year while female at 3 to 4 months.

Habitat and Behavior: The stoat prefers boulder-strewn soft slope, 
semi-desert areas and river banks, rock-strewn  plains near lakes 
in high altitudes. The animal is a good swimmer and good climber 
also. It also stands erect on its hind limbs. It marks its territory with 
scent, to keep the intruders away. The animal is nocturnal but is also 

© BNHS
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¿Ë-EÛ-¤ôü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü      ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»m-Çeôhü                                                 

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¤ÞÅ-bï-¾ÍÛ¼-¤ºÛ-mºü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô-ü

zôPÅ-±hü           G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¼ÛP-P-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-17mÅ-33hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Å!ïm-‡Û-¤Û-
‡¼-7- ¿UÛh-¾-G-¼¤-250mÅ-300»Ûm-môG-

ºIï¾-ºÁhü   ¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô-ºEãG-TÛG-G-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  ¤Gô-Iâ-GÅÞ¤-¾ïz-¾ïz-»Ûm-môG  
G¸ÞGÅ-qô-y-¤ô-hP- »m-¾G-;Ým-Á-Tm-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-zô-y-¤ô-VßP-PÞm-¤Gô-mG-qô-
Tm-»Ûm-môG  Ç¨-¼-;Ým-¼ÛP-qô-»Ûm-môG  h‚¼-hÝÅ-¾-¤hôG-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-Vº-môG  Iôh-q-hP-
ÅÞG-GÝºÛ-mP-PôÅ-;Ým-hP-Çkï¼-¤ô-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  hGÝm-hÝÅ-¾-Q-¤ºÛ-¤Gô-mG-qô-¤-m!ï-
G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-h;¼-qô-ºHã¼-¼-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-Å-zÛ-¾ÛG-GÛ-¤WÛP-qº-ºf¤Å-bï-GÅh-h-môG  
hïmm-®ôGÅ-¾-µz-¼-hP- ¼Û-zôP-VßP-PÞm-hP- ‚Û-q-hP- Fâ¾-hP- ºzÞ-®ÛG-;Ým-mºP-GÅh-
hï-z¸º-môG  wô-zô-¤ôºÛ-ÅP-ZÛÅ-¿kz-Vïm-qô-»ôP-P-môG-¿Ë-EÛ-¤ôºÛ-±!ï-±h-qô-¾ô-GZÛÅ-mÅ-zhÝm-
±ßG-q-º±ôº-môG wô-;Ým-¾ô-GTÛG-±ßG-q-ºhôh-q-uh-VôG-q-ºHã¼-¼-môG  ¤ô-;Ým-¹-GÅÞ¤-
zŸÛ-¤-mï-ºGô¼-¼-¤-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô-!wôP-GÅïz-Tm-mÛ-¿kïzÅ-hP- ¯-ÇSôm-f¼-fô¼-BïÅ-bï-»ôh-qºÛ-GmÅ-hP- IôG-
qôºÛ-f-¤-hP- lô-z-f¼-fô¼-»ôh-qºÛ-fP-G-VßP-PÞm-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-q-ºfh-
h-môG  ºÛ-zô-A¾-GbP-z-¤DÅ-q-hP- Hïm-¾-º²GÅ-qºP-iG-qô-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zô-Mz-zÛ-ÅÞ-GÝ-GZÛÅ-;ºÛ-;-;G-¾PÅ-bï-ºhÝG-Zm-m-!môG  ºÛ-!zôÅ-Dô-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-
;Ým-¾-iÛ-¤-ŸÛG-zbP-Çeï-GŸm-¤-;Ým-Áô¼-zTßG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¤±m-¾-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  
»Ûm-mºP-ZÛ-¤ºP-¤fôP-P-môG  ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-»ôh-q-Á!ïÅ-m-ºÛ-zôÅ-Q-¤ºÛ-¤Gô-mÅ-iÛ-¤-z®ôG-
qô-ŸÛG-ºwÛPÅ-zbP-Çeï-GŸm-¤-;Ým-Áô¼-zTßG-G-mô

Ez-DôPÅü

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qôºÛ-Mãh-q-36ŸÛG-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-mÅ-Å-Eh-¤fôm-qô-¤Û-
‡¼-4600®¤-¤-»ôP-P-môG 
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seen during day. When sensing danger it secretes an awful smelling 
secretion from glands located at the base of the tail.

Status and Distribution: The animal is represented by about 36 
races. It is found in Ladakh from valley bottoms up to 4600 m. The 
animal is best sighted in Suru and Zanskar valleys and Markha valley 
in Hemis National Park. Outside Ladakh the species is distributed 
throughout North Africa, excluding Mediterranean region, and Eu-
rope eastwards to the Himalayan region. It is also found in North 
America and was introduced in New Zealand.

The animal is hunted for its fur and is listed under Schedule I of 
the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The subspecies found in 
Ladakh is M.e.whiteheadi.
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ºÛ-zô-ÅÞ-¼Þ-hP- ¸PÅ-h;¼-hP- ¤¼-D-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-mÅ-!wÛ-¾ôG-G-ºÛ-zôºÛ-
¼ÛGÅ-;Ým-Íw-¼Û-;ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-hP- ¤ï-^Û-‡ï-¼Ûº-mm-¿YôPÅ-¤m-q-»Þ-¼ôz-zºÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-mÅ-
ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-¿YôPÅ-±ßG-q-Ez-Çeï-»ôh-;G ºÛ-zô-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-Í-¤ï-¼Û-;-hP- mÛ-ºÞ-¸ï-¾ïm-;Ým-
¾ºP-»ôh-h!ï-»Ûm-môG  

¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô-qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-h-môG  hï-wÛº-ºÛ-zô-º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-IÅ-¾-zô¼-
bï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Åô-Åô-ŸÛG-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-»ôh-¤Dm-qô-¤Gô-h;¼-qô-ŸÛG-»ôh-;G-
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Mountain Weasel
Common Name : Mountain weasel
Scientific Name : Mustela altaica
Local Name : Laki
Size : Body Length 22-29 cm, Shoulder Height 8 cm, 
  Tail Length 9-15 cm
Weight : 220-350 g

© BNHS

Description: The body of 
this weasel is slender and 
long. The limbs are slen-
der and short. The tail is 
about half of body length. 
Head is triangular in shape 
and the whiskers are long.  

The colour of the coat is chocolate-brown, the under parts and inner legs 
are whitish. Its tail is without black tip. The colour of fur in the winter turns 
paler. It feeds on mice, vole, young hare, pikas and birds. The male is 
heavier than female. Life span is about 7 years.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal is seen solitarily or in family parties 
near the den. Its habitat is valley fl oors, meadows, fi elds, river banks and 
boulder-strewn soft slopes. It is a good climber and stands erect on hind 
limbs. The intruders are kept away by marking the territory with scent 
markings. It has good eye sight and well developed smell and hearing 
capacities. It is usually active during dusk and dawn though sometime 
also seen active during day. It discharges a secretion of awful smell when 
alarmed.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh the animal is found from valley bot-
toms up to 5100 m or sometimes even higher. In Ladakh the animal is 
encountered in Hemis National Park, Shey, Thikse, Zanskar valley, 
Tsokar basin and Hanle. 

The species is represented by four races from Central to East Asia and 
South to the upper Himalayan slopes. The subspecies described here is 
M. a. temon.  The animal is hunted for fur.

Not much is known about its status.
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¼Û-»Û-¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô--
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ¤ºÞm-‡ïm-¶Û-Å¾- qï¾-¶Û-Å¾- 

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü    ¤Å-‡ï-¾- Í¾-‡ï-»Û-;-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛPü     ¿Ë-EÛ-¤ôü

zôPÅ-±hü         ¿UÛh-¾-G-¼¤-220mÅ-350

ºIï¾-zÁhü        ºÛ-¿Ë-EÛ-¤ôºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-¼ÛP-!qô-»Ûm-môG  »m-¾G-;Ým-¼Û¾-
¼Û¾-hP-fÞP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-zô-G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-w!ïh-®¤-¤Û-¼ÛP-qô-»ôP-ºhÝG  ¤Gô-Iâ-GÅÞ¤-
¤Û-z¸ô-¿e-hP-Ç¨-¼-;Ým-¼ÛP-qô-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-Çtä-¤hôG-qô-TG-¾ï‡-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  
Iôh-q-hP- @P-qºÛ-mP-¾ôGÅ-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Q-¤ºÛ-¤Gô-mG-qô-»ôP-P-¤-môG  
G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-Çtä-¤hôG-qô-hGÝm-¾-B-¾ôG-ºHã¼-¼-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-Å-zÛ-¾ÛG-hP- ¼Û-zôP-VßP-PÞm-
hP- µz-¼-hP-‚Û-q-;Ým-¸ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¤ôºÛ-ÅP-wô-¿UÛh-¤P-P-»Ûm-môG  !±ï±h-¾ô-
zhÝm-®¤-»Ûm-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-±PÅ-ÅÛ-¤hÝm-¾-GTÛG-qô-»P-m-mP-±PÅ-hP-¤Z¤-
qô-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-ºhÝG-Å-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-hP-ÇtP-fP-hP- ŸÛP-;Ým-
hP- IôG-qôºÛ-f-¤-;Ým-hP- wôP-GÅïz-Tm-mÛ-yïh-;Ým-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-Hïm-
¾-º²GÅ-q-iG-qô-hP- Mz-zÛ-@P-qºÛ-;-¾PÅ-bï-hÝG-Zm-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  
Å-¤±¤Å-;Ým-¾-iÛ-¤-Tm-mÛ-dGÅ-ÁÛG-zbP-Çeï-wÛ-¾ôG-m-»ôP-¤Dm-;Ým-zÇKG-q-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôº-¤fôP-‚Å-ÅÛ-¤ÛG-M¾-z-hP- iÛ-¤-±ô¼-‚Å-Ç+h-±ô¼-‚Å-iG-qô-»ôh-h!ï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-
zô-¤P-Vï-z-Å-¼Þz-hP-m¤-¾PÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  »Ûm-mºP-Ç+zÅ-¼ï-ZÛ-¤ºP-¤fôP-P-môG  
ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-±ô¼-®-m-iÛ-¤-z®ôG-qô-ŸÛG-wÞh-GbP-P-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-¾ÞP-qºÛ-¤fÛ¾-mÅ-Å-Eh-¤fôm-qô-¤Û-‡¼-5100®¤-¼ï-hP- hï-ÅP-
¤fôm-qô-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-Èï-¤ÛÅ-m!ïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-hP- Áï-hP- 
FÛG-Åï-hP- ¸PÅ-h;¼-hP- ¤±ô-h;¼-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-hP- Ím-¾ï-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-Ço-zŸÛ-»Ûm-môG  hï-;Ým-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-GŸÝP-mÅ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP- ¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-
¾-»ºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-»m-¾G-mÛ-Íï¤-Íô-‡Û-¤ôm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-
qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-h-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-MãÅ-Vº-¤Û-ºhÝG



68

Stone Marten
Common Name : Stone Marten/ Beech Marten/ House Marten
Scientific Name : Martes foina/ Mustela foina
Local Name : Kogar
Size : Body Length 30-50 cm, Shoulder Height 15 cm, 
  Tail Length 18-25 cm
Weight : 2 kg (Male)

Description: Stone Marten is very agile. It is slightly bigger than a 
large squirrel. The body is graceful and slender. The limbs are mod-
erately long. The tail is about half the size of body. Claws are semi-
retractile, tail is long and bushy.  It is lighter in colour than other mar-
tens. The body colour varies from chocolate to tawny brown. Throat 
is white to pale yellow. The legs and tail are darker than the body. It 
generally feeds on rodents, reptiles and birds. It is also reported to 
consume eggs, fruits, honey, nuts and carrion. Male is heavier than 
female and is double the size of female.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal is seen singly. However, during 
mating season they can be seen in pairs. It is seen on boulder-
strewn hill sides, rocky mountain slopes and near human settlement 
and orchards. It is active by day as well as night time. It leaps among 
boulders or moves with great speed in trees. The prey is attacked 
and killed with a neck bite. Those living around mountain villages 

© BNHS



69

;ô-G¼ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü      Çœôm-¤¼-‡ïmü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¤¼-‡ïÅ-wô-ºÛ-ü

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ;ô-G¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü          hqÞP-q-±ßG-q-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-30mÅ-50  ¤fôm-¾-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-15  
¿UÛh-¾-;Û-¾ô-GZÛÅü

ºIï¾-zÁhü

;ô-G¼-¤HôGÅ-q-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-GÛ-¾ï-¼Û-ÅP-®-qÛG-Vïº-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-
qô-zhï-¤ô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-»Ûm-môG  »m-¾G-;Ým-®-qÛG-¼ÛP-qô-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-zô-È-¾¤-G¸ÞGÅ-
qôºÛ-wïh-®¤-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  Çkï¼-¤ô-;Ým-¤P-ZÝP-mP-PôÅ-¾-zÇkÝ¤Å-bï-ºEï¼-‚Å-ÅÛ-
Q-¤-¼ÛP-qô-hP-Çtä-Tm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¿Ë-EÛ-¤ô-GŸm-¤-;Ým-mÛÅ-ÅP-B-zô-¼ÛG-»Ûm-môG  
G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-D¤-q-mÅ-Åï¼-Ç¨äG-±ßG-q-Ço-±ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  Ç+ï-Dô¼-¾-h;¼-qô-
mÅ-Åï¼-BºÛ-¤hôG-»ôP-P-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-ÅP-@P-q-hP- Q-¤-;Ým-mG-qô-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôÅ-¤P-Vï-z-Å-zÛ-¾ÛG-hP- ¯PÅ-q-£æ¾-ÅôGÅ-hP- ‚!Û-q-;Ým-GÅh-hï-º±ô-z-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôÅ-!Fâ¾-hP- ÁÛP-bôG-hP- £P-¯Û-hP- @P-¯Û-GÝ-hP- Á-¼Þ¾-q-;Ým-mºP-z¸º-môG  ¤ôºÛ-
ÅP-wô-;Ým-ZÛÅ-¿kz-Vïm-qô-hP- ¿U!Ûm-bïºP-»Ûm-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-Dô-¼P-GTÛG-qô-¤fôP-P-môG  »Ûm-mºP-wô-¤ô-º²ô¤-qºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-GZÛÅ-¼ï-¤fôP-
P-môG  ºÛ-zô-wôP-GÅïz-Tm-mÛ-xôGÅ-;Ým-hP- ƒG-Tm-mÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-hP- ¤Û-»ôh-
ÅºÛ-»Þ¾-;Ým-hP- ÁÛP-bôG-Tm-mÛ-¿UP-ÇkôP-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-
hÝÅ-hP- ¤±m-¾ºP-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ºÛ-zô-wôP-GÅïz-;Ým-mÛ-mP-P-¤VôPÅ-Å-môG 
»P-m-¿UP-GÅïz-;Ým-¾-¤HôGÅ-q-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  GÅh-‚Å-ºfôz-m-¤WÛP-qº-Åô-zbz-
Çeï-GÅh-h-môG  ¼Û-¾-ºhÝG-¤Dm-;Ým-mÛÅ-zÆ¾-zºÛ-‚-wô-‚-¤ô-;Ým-¾-Èàm-¤ïh-¾-»ôP-
Çeï-Gmôh-zB¾-¤P-qô-GbP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-±zÅ-¤Dm-hP-uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-
môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-Dô-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-qô-wïm-iÛ-hP-GTÛm-mÛÅ-dGÅ-zbP-Çeï-zô¼-¼-môG  
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raid poultry yards and do much damage. The animal is very shy and 
wary. It marks its territory with scent from anal glands or urine. The 
male territories overlap with those of various females. Mating time is 
September-October or February-March. Four to fi ve young are pro-
duced. Only one litter is produced in a year. The gestation period is 
about 60-63 days. The female alone takes care of the offsprings. The 
offsprings start hunting at about 4 months.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh it is an occasional resident. It is 
generally found throughout Ladakh, except for high altitude plains 
of eastern Ladakh, from valley bottoms to 4000 m. It is best encoun-
tered in Kargil region, lower Indus, Nubra valleys and lower region 
of Hemis National Park. The species is represented by 14 races 
throughout the temperate and alpine zone.

The animal is hunted for fur or trapped for causing damage to poul-
try. Not much is known about its status.
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wô-;Ým-mÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-qô-¤ô-;Ým-mÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-mÅ-mP-PôÅ-¾-ÇÀïz-Çeï-»ôP-P-môG  wô-¤ô-
º²ô¤-qºÛ-hÝÅ-qô-Åïz-‡ï¤-z¼-ÍôG-‡è-z¼-hP- w¼-¶-¼Û-¤¼-T-;Ým-»Ûm-môG  ¾ô-ºDô¼-
¾-yâ-GÝ-±¼-GTÛG-ºw!ÛP-P-môG  yâ-GÝ-zŸÛ-¿S-¼ï-ºwÛP-P-môG  DôG-qºÛ-mP-P-yâ-GÝ-ŸG-¤-
iâG-Tß-»P-m-iâG-Tß-¼ï-GÅÞ¤-¼ï-¾ÞÅ-Å-môG  yâ-GÝ-;Ým-¾-Í-¤-GTÛG-qôÅ-z¿e-BôP-‚ôº-môG  
¹-zŸÛºÛ-dÛP-m-yâ-GÝ-;Ým-mÛÅ-¾ÛPÅ-GbP-fÞz-q-»Ûm-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-Ç+zÅ-Ç+zÅ-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-
Å-;Ým-¤-GbôGÅ-q-¾ÞP-qºÛ-¤fÛ¾-mÅ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4000±ßG-q-ºÛ-zô-
»ôh-h!ï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-h;¼-HÛ¾-¿YôPÅ-hP- ÅïP-Gï-G®P-qôºÛ-h¤º-Å-
;Ým-hP- mÝz-¼-hP- Èï-¤ÛÅ-mï-Á-m¾-q-¼G-GÛ-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-mÛ-±-IP-Ç‰ô¤Å-qôºÛ-¿YôPÅ-mÅ-IP-»Þ¾-¾Û-¿YôPÅ-±ßG-!q-Ço-zTß-zŸÛ-»ôh-hï-
»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-hP- ‚-wô-‚-¤ôº-Gm!ôh-zB¾-»ôh-qÅ-ÅP-GÅh-hï-!»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-GmÅ-ÇePÅ-ÅÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-MãÅ-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG
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Eurasian Otter
Common name : Eurasian Otter
Scientific Name :  Lutra lutra
Local Name :  Chusham
Size : Body Length 60-80 cm, Shoulder Height 20-25 cm, 
  Tail Length 35-40 cm
Weight : 5 kg

Description: Otters are adapted to aquatic life. The Eurasian Otter 
has a rough water proof coat. Tail is thick and muscular. Muzzle is 
short with sensitive whiskers. The limbs are short and strong. The 
feet are fi ve-toed, webbed and provided with retractile claws. The 
hind legs are longer than fore legs. The colour of the coat on dorsal 
surface is brown while the under parts are lighter. The hairs of the 
muzzle terminate above the naked nose in an angular or zigzag line. 
On the land the animal appears arch-backed.  

© Sanchez & Lope / WWF-Canon
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    Vß-Æ¤ü
u!!Û¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü         »Þ-¼ï-ÁÛºm-Íô-‡¼-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-         ¾Þ-‡-¼-¾Þ-‡-¼-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü         Vß-Æ¤ü

zôPÅ-±hü             Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-60mÅ-80

¿U!Ûhü                  ;Û-¾ô-¿S-»Ûm-môG

ºIï¾-zÁhü

Æ¤-;Ým-¾-VßºÛ-mP-P-¤Û-±!ï-wÞh-½‰ôGÅ-ÅôP-!Çeï-»Ûm-môG  »Þ-¼ï-ÁÛºm-mÛ-Æ¤-;Ým-¾-Vß-¤Û-Ÿïm-
‚Å-¯ÛP-;!ï-ŸÛG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-zô-ºfÞG-¤ô-hP-Á-Tm-»ôP-P-môG  D-¤±ß¾-fÞP-PÞm-
hP-¤HôGÅ-q-±ô¼-¤Dm-mÛ-Ç¨-¼-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  »m-¾G-fÞP-PÞm-hP-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG  
»m-¾G-fÞP-!PÞm-hP-ÁÝGÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG  @P-q-¾-¤²âG-GÝ-¿S-Á-hP-£ï¾-bï-»ôh-¤Dm-
hP-Çkï¼-¤ô-ÇkÝ¤-Zm-‚Å-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ¤hÝm-mÛ-ÅÞG-GÝ-;Ým-mÛÅ-ÅP-Mz-zÛ-ÅÞG-GÝ-;Ým-
¼ÛP-P-¼ÛG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG ÇK¾-qºÛ-xôGÅ-;Ým-mÛ-¤hôG-Ç¨äG-qô-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-q-xôGÅ-qô-
B-zô-»Ûm-môG  D-¤±ß¾-¾Û-Çtä-;Ým-Ço-DÞP-Çtä-¤!ïh-qºÛ-!xôGÅ-¾-ˆôG-zTh-hï-±¼-bï-Vº-môG  
Å-Ç+¤-¤Û-;-ºÛ-zô-ÇKÝ¼-!ÇKÝ¼-ŸÛG-¤fôP-P-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zôÅ-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-¼Û-Mãh-hÛ-IôG-qô-hP- Vß-G®P-¤-»ôh-qºÛ-¤±ô-VßP-PÞm-»ôh-Åº-‚ôº-
môG  ºÛ-zô-¤±m-¾-ºIâ¾-‚Å-hP-±zÅ-¤Dm-ŸÛG-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-G»Å-G»ôm-¾-z¿e-
‚Å-ÅÛ-wÛº-Mz-zÛ-»m-¾G-;Ým-mÛ-;-¾PÅ-bï-!ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-Dô-¼P-ºIâ¾-ÅºÛ-¾¤-hP- 
Æ¤-BG-hP- ZºÛ-¼ÞÅ-q-hP- ±PÅ-ÅÛ-¤hÝm-¾-qGÅ-ÁÝm-»ôh-qÅ-MãÅ-Vº-môG 

ºÛ-zôÅ-¼P-PÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-mP-mÅ-ÇoÝ¤-ŸÛG-ºwÛP-Çeï-qGÅ-q-;Ým-¾-zÇ+ÝÅ-GbP-P-môG  
hï-zôÅ-‚Å-bï-G¸ÞGÅ-qôº-Vß-GôÅ-Å-¤-môG  IôG-qôºÛ-Vß-IP-¤ô-mÅ-BôzÅ-bïºP-zô¼-¼-môG  
ºÛ-zô-hGÝm-hÝÅ-¾-h¤º-Å-;Ým-¾-zzÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-z¸ô-¿e-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  
±ï-±h-qô-¾ô-12mÅ-15¼ï-±ßG-q-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¾ô-¼ï-¾-yâ-GÝ-¼ï-º‚ô¼-¼-môG  yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-
ŸG-60mÅ-65®¤-¾-º‚ô¼-¼-môG  ƒG-hP-wôP-GÅïz-zÛ-mP-P-Å-z@ôÅ-bï-»ôh-qºÛ-±PÅ-
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Habitat and Behavior: The animal establishes its territory in mountain 
streams or fresh water lakes. The animal is nocturnal and is very shy. 
It often stands on hind limbs for observation. Its presence can be 
recorded from its tracks, feces, fi sh bones and scales found near 
its den. 

The animal secretes oil from its sebaceous glands and applies it on 
its skin to keep it water proof and for protection against the cold wa-
ter of the streams. The animal migrates to lower valleys during winter. 
The sexes are alike. The recorded longevity is 12-15 years. Only one 
litter is produced per year. The gestation period is 60 to 65 days. 
The litter consists of 1 to 3 cubs born in dens dug out amidst rocks 
and boulders. The mating takes place in water. The female cares for 
offspring till they attain the age of one year.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh this animal may best be found up 
to 3700 m along the Indus River and its tributaries including Rumtse 
and lower Zanskar. It is also reported from Kargil area, Suru and 
Dras valleys. The animal is represented by 10 races and is the most 
widely distributed otter species in the world. It is found from North 
Africa and Europe throughout Palearctic region to East Asia.

The animal is hunted for its fur and medicinal value.  
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ÅÛ-mP-P-yâ-GÝ-GTÛG-mÅ-GÅÞ¤-¼ï-±ßG-q-º‚ô¼-¼-môG  wô-¤ô-º²ô¤-‚Å-qô-hGÝm-¾-Vº-môG  
yâ-GÝ-¾ô-GTÛG-±ßG-q-Í-¤Å-z¿e-BôP-‚ôº-môG-

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3700®¤-¤Û-Å!ïP-Gï-G®P-qôºÛ-Mãh-;Ým-hP-
Vß-zzÅ-ÅºÛ-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-hP-¼Þ¤-¯ï-hP-¸PÅ-h;¼-;Ým-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  h;¼-HÛ¾-
hP- ÅÞ-¼Þ-hP- h-¼Å-;Ým-¾ºP-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-Ço-zTß-ŸÛG-»ôh-hï-»ÛmmôG  
ºWÛG-d!ïm-mÛ-xôGÅ-±P-¤º-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zô-Íw-¼Û-;ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-hP-»Þ-¼ôz-hP-Í-¼ï;-‡ÛG-
GÛ-¿YôPÅ-mÅ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG

ºÛ-zô-qGÅ-q-hP- Ç¨m-¾-z;ô¾-zºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-h-môG  ºÛ-zô-º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-
zÛ-fôºÛ-mP-P-Vßh-hï-»Ûm-môG
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Himalayan Marmot
Common Name : Himalayan Marmot
Scientific Name : Marmota himalayana
Local Name : Phia
Size : Body Length 58-60 cm, Tail Length 13-15 cm
Weight :   4-5 kg (spring), 8 kg (autumn)

Description: Two species of marmots are found in India. Both the 
species of marmot viz., Himalayan and Long-tailed Marmot are pres-
ent in Ladakh. The Himalayan Marmot is well adapted to burrow life. 
The body is squat, limbs are short and the tail is very short. The head 
is triangular in shape with small neck, eyes have black rings. The 
whiskers are long. The colour of the body and limbs is pale tawny, 
much mixed with black on the upper parts. The face and the terminal 
portion of the tail are dark brown. There are six pairs of mammae 
extending from the axial to the groin.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in colonies in the higher bi-
otopes in lush meadows and open grassy stone-strewn slopes. The 
animal lives in excavated burrows which are also used for hiberna-
tion. The territory is marked by a secretion which is secreted from 

© Anupam Anand
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ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-wÛºü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü      ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»m-¤¼-¤ô‡ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¤¼-¤ô-‡-zô-zG-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü       wïº-  ¤Û-Lôh-

zôPÅ-±hü           zÛ-Íï-58mÅ-60

ºIï¾-zÁhü

M-G¼-¾-wïº-¼ÛGÅ-GZÛÅ-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  wïº-¼ÛGÅ-GZÛÅ-;-hqï¼-m- ÈÛ-¤×-
¾-»m-hP- Q-¤-¼ÛP-qô-»ôh-qºÛ-wïº-GZÛÅ-;-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ÈÛ-¤×-
¾-»m-mÛ-wïº-zô-Å-hôP-PÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-½‰ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  !G¸ÞGÅ-qô-TôP-TôP-P-
¾PÅ-bï-ºhÝG-‚Å-hP- »m-¾G-;Ým-fÞP-PÞm-hP- Q-¤-zô-¤×-fÞP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  
¤WÛP-q-VßP-!PÞm-Tm-mÛ-¤Gô-zô-Iâ-GÅÞ¤-hP- ¤ÛG-G-ÅÞ¾-mG-qô-¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
Ç¨P-¼-¼ÛP-qô-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qô-hP- »m-¾G-;Ým-mÛ-¤hôG-qô-Åï¼-B-hP- Dï-bôG-PôÅ-
qôº-mG-qô-ºiïÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG  GhôP-hP-Q-¤ºÛ-¤WâG-xôGÅ-qô-Ç¨äG-mG-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-
qºÛ-Dô¼-¾-mÝ-¤-V-iâG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

wïº-mÛ-¤fô-ÅºÛ-ÇtP-¯Û-Tm-hP- ÇtP-hP-lô-z-f¼-fô¼-»ôh-qºÛ-GmÅ-Å-;Ým-¾-¤P-qô-¤Z¤-
qô-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-Å-hôP-¼ÛP-qô-ºƒâÅ-bï-hï-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  hïm-m-zô-¤Þm-bï-ºhÝG-
‚Å-¾ºP-z;ô¾-¾-môG  Å-¤±¤Å-qô-;ôÅ-;ô-mÅ-ºzÛP-¤Dm-mÛ-DÞ-z-ŸÛG-GÛÅ-dGÅ-zbP-
Çeï-zô¼-¼-môG  ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºzÛP-P-môG  h‚¼-¾-ÇS-hôG-wÛ-hôG-G-¯Ó-z¸º-môG  
¤±m-¾-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ŸÝGÅ-Å-môG  wïº-±PÅ-¾-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-20mÅ-100±ßG-q-ºƒâÅ-
bï-mP-PôÅ-¾-M-Tm-‚ôÅ-bï-ÍP-PôÅ-hï-PôÅ-¾-z¿e-môG  ºWÛGÅ-¤ô-±ô¼-m-;Ý-Tô-GbP-P-môG  
;Ý-Tô-±ô¼-z-hP- ±P-¤-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ŸÝGÅ-Å-môG  Çk¤-ºWG-GÛ-±ß¾-¾-¤WâG-mÅ-iÛ-¤-
z®ôG-qô-ŸÛG-ºwÛPÅ-GbP-P-môG  hGÝm-¾-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-¤Þm-bï-¹-iâG-zhÝm-¼ï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
±PÅ-ÅÛ-ÇKô-¾-lô-z-hP-ÇtP-hP- Å-zbP-Çeï-z;G-q-»Ûm-môG  ¤Þm-bï-»ôh-qºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-DôºÛ-
¤Û-‡-qô-¾ÛÅ-¸¤-¸ï¼-zºÛ-µÅ-qô-ZÝP-PÞm-Vº-môG  hrÛh-ÇÀ!ïz-q-hP- ºÛ-zô-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-mÅ-
ºzÛP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-¯Ó-hP-z-fG-hP- ¾ô-¤-hP-¿Yôm-q-¤PqôºÛ-ºƒÅ-zÞ-;Ým-z¸º-môG  
hï-;Ým-±PÅ-ÅÛ-wÛ-¾ôG-G-ZÛ-¤º-zÆôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¤ô-;Ým-wô-D-TÛG-¼ï-hP- ¤Z¤-qô-º²ô¤-
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chin glands. The animal is active by day and feeds in the morning 
and afternoon in summer. They go into dens during night. The bur-
rows have 2 to 3 entrances and are 20 to 100 cm long, ending in 
large chambers. The animal often stands on its hind limbs for ob-
servation. On sensing danger the animal gives a screaming call. All 
family members rush to their burrows on listening to this call. A foul 
stinky substance is ejected from the anal gland on being threatened. 
The animal goes in for hibernation for about 6 to 7 months in its bur-
row during winter. The entrances of the burrows are plugged with 
stones, grass and soil. During the hibernation the metabolism of the 
animal slows down. With the coming of spring it emerges from the 
burrow. The animal feeds on grasses, roots, leaves and seeds of 
various plants. They usually sit outside their burrows to bask in the 
sun. The female is receptive for one day only and mating takes place 
with several males. The gestation period is 33 to 34 days. The litter 
size is 2 to 7 offsprings. The offsprings are born naked and blind and 
open their eyes after three weeks.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh the Himalayan Marmot is a com-
mon resident living between 4000 to 5000 m. It is mainly found in 
central-south, eastern and northern Ladakh. Upper Markha valley in 
Hemis National Park, Changthang plains including Tsokar and Rup-
shu, Puga, Tsomoriri are the best locations for its sighting. The sub 
species is distributed through Himalayan range to South-Western 
East Asia. Natural predators include Snow Leopard, wolf, fox, wild-
dog, bear and Golden Eagle.

It is a threatened species and is killed for meat and fur. The con-
struction of road through its habitat has disturbed this species. The 
labourers engaged for construction of road are also killing this ani-
mal for meat. 
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¤-môG  »Ûm-mºP-hï-zô-ŸG-GTÛG-¤-mï-º²ô¤-‚Å-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-Bï-Bï-
±ßG-q-ŸG-33mÅ-34®¤-ºGô¼-¼-môG  yâ-GÝºÛ-zôPÅ-±h-qô-2mÅ-7±ßG-qºÛ-yâ-GÝ-»ôP-P-môG  
yâ-GÝ-;Ým-GT!ï¼-Z¾-hP-Ÿ¼-z-Bïº-môG  zhÝm-ŸG-GÅÞ¤-¤Û-dÛP-m-¤ÛG-zïº-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»m-wïº-mÛ-G-¼ÞP-Åº-»ôP-P-môG  hï-;Ým-Å-Eh-¤fôm-qô-¤Û-‡¼-4000mÅ-
5000®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¤P-Vï-z-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-GŸ!ÝP-hP- Á¼-xôGÅ-
hP- ‚P-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  Èï-¤ÛÅ-mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-GÛ-¤¼-DºÛ-Çeôh-xôGÅ-hP- 
‚P-fP-PÛ-¤±ô-h;¼-hP- ¼Þz-Áô-hP-qÞ-G-hP- ¤±ô-¤ô-¼Û-¼Û-;Ým-¾-ºÛ-zô-¤P-qô-¤fôP-P-môG  
ºhÛ-»Û-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-mÅ-»Ûm-¤Dm-!;Ým-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-¿YôPÅ-mÅ-¿Ëô-mÝz-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-
;Ým-¾-»ôh-;G  GTm-hP-uP-;Ý-hP- ¶-®ï-hP- ¼Û-EÛ-hP- iïh-¤ô-hP- Mz-JÀG-;Ým-mÛÅ-
wïº-GÅh-h-môG

ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-ÇeôPÅ-qºÛ-ºWÛGÅ-»Ûm-môG  TÛº-¸ï¼-m-Á-hP-qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-h-môG  
ºÛ-;Ým-»ôh-Å-mÅ-¾¤-‚ôÅ-qÅ-ÅP-ºÛ-;Ým-¾-Gmôh-q-ÇÀ!ïzÅ-bï-»Ûm-môG  ¾¤-‚ô-¤Dm-;Ým-mÛÅ-
ÅP-ºÛ-zô-GÅh-hï-z¸º-môG 
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Long-tailed Marmot
Common Name : Long-tailed Marmot/ Red Marmot/ Kashmir Marmot
Scientific Name : Marmota caudata
Local Name : Phia
Size : Body Length 56-58 cm, Tail Length 30-35 cm
Weight : 4-7 kg

Description: This 
is a more richly 
coloured marmot, 
well adapted to 
burrow life. The 
body is large, 
squat with short 
limbs. The length 
of the tail is about 
half the length of 
the body. The hair 
is black at the 

tips and tawny at the base. Coloration varies from yellowish-tawny 
to orange. Head is fl at and triangular in shape. Eyes are black. The 
whiskers are sensitive and long.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal is found in family groups. It is en-
countered in high biotopes between 2400-5500 m on rock strewn 
slopes and dry meadows. It is territorial and the territory is marked by 
a secretion from its chin glands. They dig out burrows in the ground 
which are 20 to 100 cm long and 4 to 6 m deep. These burrows end 
in large chambers and have 2 to 3 entrances. On sensing danger 
the animal gives out alarm call which makes all family members to 
rush into their burrows for shelter. A foul stinky substance is ejected 
from anal glands on being threatened. 

t
i

© Otto Pfi ster
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wïº-Q-¤-¼ÛP-qôü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü        ¾ôP-‡ºÛ¾^-¤¼-¤ô‡ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü        ¤¼-¤ô-‡- ;ºÞ-‡-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü        wïºü

¿UÛh-                 ;Û-¾ô-4mÅ-7

ºIï¾-zÁhü   ºÛ-zô-¤hôG-Tm-mÛ-wïº-Å-hôP-PÛ-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-½‰ôGÅ-V-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  
G¸ÞGÅ-qô-Vïm-qô- »m-¾G-fÞP-PÞm-mÛ-;-EÛ-TôP-¤º-¾PÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤ºÛ-
¼ÛP-qôº- G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-wïh®¤-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  ÇtäºÛ-¤Gô-;Ým-mG-qô-hP- ¯-z-;Ým-Åï¼-Ç¨äG-»Ûm-
môG  Çtä-¤hôG-qô-Åï¼-Ç¨äG-mÅ-¾Û-hzP-¤hôG-±ßG-q-Åô-Åô-¼ï-»ôP-ºhÝG  ¤Gô-Iâ-GÅÞ¤-¾ïz-¾ïz-
»Ûm-môG  ¤ÛG-qô-mG-qô-»Ûm-môG  Ç¨P-¼-;Ým-TÛ-¤fôP-¤HôGÅ-q-±ô¼-¤Dm-hP-¼ÛP-qô-»ÛmôG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-;Ým-mP-±PÅ-ÅÛ-±ß¾-¾-D-TÛG-¼ï-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-Å-Eh-
¤fôm-qô-¤Û-‡¼-2400mÅ-5500±ßG-qºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  wôP-GÅïz-hP-
ÇtP-Ç+¤-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  
Å-¤±¤Å-qô-;ôÅ-;ô-mÅ-DÞ-z-ŸÛG-ºwÛP-!Çeï-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-¾-dGÅ-zbP-Çeï-zô¼-¼-môG  
hï-;Ým-mÛÅ-Å-ºƒâÅ-bï-±PÅ-‚ôº-môG  ±PÅ-;Ým-Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-20mÅ-100±ßG-qºÛ-¼ÛP-qô-hP-
¤fÛ¾-¾-¤Û-‡¼-4mÅ-6±ßG-q-»ôP-P-môG  ŸÝGÅ-ÅºÛ-ÇKô-2mÅ-3¼ï-»ôP-P-môG  ºWÛGÅ-¤ô-±ô¼-
m-ºÛ-zôÅ-;Ý-Tô-GbP-P-môG  »P-±P-¤-±PÅ-ÅÛºP-¤HôGÅ-q-ŸÝGÅ-Vº-môG  ¤WâG-¤-mÅ-
iÛ-¤-z®ôG-qô-ŸÛG-ºwÛP-Çeï-Çk¤-ºWGÅ-GbP-P-môG

ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤º-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  h‚¼-GP-qô-ÇS-hôG-hP-wÛ-hôG-G-¯Ó-z¸º-ºzÛP-P-môG  
hGÝm-¾-¼P-PÛ-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-¤Þm-bï-¹-iâG-zhÝm-¼ï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¤Þm-bï-ºhÝG-qºÛ-hÝÅ-
¾-¤Û-‡-zô-¾ÛÅ-¸¤-¤Û-µÅ-;Ým-GÝ-¾ï-ºHã¼-¼-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-ZÛm-hGÝP-P-±PÅ-ÅÛ-wÛ-¾ôG-G-
ZÛ-¤º-zÆôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¾ô-GTÛG-GÛ-mP-P-yâ-GÝ-±¼-GTÛG-ºwÛP-P-môG  ¤ô-;Ým-wô-
hP-¤Z¤-qô-ŸG-GTÛG-¤-mï-ºhÝG-G-¤-môG  º²ô¤-‚Å-qô-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P!ôÅ-¾-‚ôº-môG  
DôG-qºÛ-mP-P-yâ-GÝ-¹-GTÛG-¾ÞÅ-Å-môG  yâ-GÝ-GZÛÅ-mÅ-zhÝm-±ßG-q-ºwÛP-P-môG  Bï-®-m-
GTï¼-Z¾-hP-Ÿ¼-z-»!ôP-P-môG  zhÝm-ŸG-iâG-GÛ-dÛP-m-wÛ-¾ôG-G-ºzÛP-P-môG
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The animal is diurnal and feeds in morning and afternoon throughout 
the summer. It hibernates for 6 to 7 months during winter in its bur-
row. The metabolism of the animal during hibernation slows down. 
During midday the animal sits outside the burrow for basking. Only 
one litter is produced per year. The female is receptive for one day 
only. Mating takes place while inside the burrow. Gestation period 
is one month. The litter consists of 2 to7 naked, blind offsprings. 
The young ones open their eyes at 3 weeks and come out when 6 
weeks old.    

Status and Distribution: The animal is a common resident in central 
and western Ladakh between 3500 and 5000 m. It is also found 
occasionally in the lower valley slopes. The best sighting places 
in Ladakh are upper Rumbak valley westwards through the Zan-
skar and upper Suru region, less common along the Ladakh range 
eastwards to Khardungla. The subspecies M.c. caudata is found in 
Ladakh and northern parts of Kashmir. It is killed for meat and fur. In 
Ladakh there are reports of its killing by laboures engaged in road 
construction. 
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Ez-DôPÅü

ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-GŸÝP-ºDô¼-hP-mÝz-xôGÅ-¾-Å-Eh-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3500mÅ-5000®¤-¤Û-
;-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-h¤º-ÅºÛ-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-¾ºP-¤fôP-‚Å-»ôh-;G  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-¤P-ÁôÅ-
mÛ-¼Þ¤-zG-GÛ-Çeôh-xôGÅ-hP-¸PÅ-h;¼-¼Û-mÝz-xôGÅ-hP-ÅÞ-¼ÞºÛ-Hïm-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-;G  
¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP-¤D¼-GhôP-¾-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ºhÛºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-GŸm-¤-¼ï-
¾-hÐGÅ-hP-;-ÁÛ-¤Û¼-¼Û-‚P-xôGÅ-¾-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-Á-hP-qGÅ-qºÛ-wÛº-GÅh-h-môG  
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-¾¤-‚ô-¤Dm-;Ým-mÛÅ-GÅh-ºhÝG-¸ïï¼-ºhÝG  ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-qô-º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-ÆâP-Bôz-zÛ-fôºÛ-mP-P-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG



84

Silver Mountain Vole
Common Name : Silver Mountain Vole
Scientific Name : Alticola argentatus 
Local Name : Zabra
Size : 10-12 cm
Weight : 21-54 g

© Maya Ramaswamy

Description: This vole was earlier thought to be a subspecies of 
Alticola roylei. The body is small. It has a longer tail and larger ears 
than most other voles. It has a more rounded head. Its colour varies 
from rust to dark brown and light grey-brown. The tail is bicoloured 
with dark animals and white with pale ones. This vole in Ladakh has 
its pelt greyish brownish above and paler silver grey below and the 
tail is whitish.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in tunnels dug out in high 
altitude boulder-covered dry slopes. It collects leaves, stems of 
plants and shrubs and stores them for winter. It piles its food into 
heaps after drying it in the sun.

Status and Distribution: This vole in Ladakh is reported from eastern 
portion only at a height up to 4700 m. The best sites for encounter-
ing in eastern Ladakh are the southern slopes of the Tsokar plains. 
The species has its distribution through the mountainous region of 
Central Asia southwards to north western South Asia.
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ÅÛ¾-¶-¼Û-¤ºÞm-‡ïm-¶ô¾-
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ÅÛ¾-¶-¼Û-¤ºÞm-‡ïm-¶ô¾ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Í¾-‡Û-;ô-¾-Í¼-Wm-‡ï-‡Å-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-10mÅ-12¼ï-

¿UÛhü              G-¼¤-21mÅ-54®¤-

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-µz-¼-zô-ÇSôm-¤-m-Í¾-‡Û-;ô-¾-¼ôºÛ-¾ïºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-ÁÛG-»Ûm-m-zÅ¤-¤h-qºÛm- G¸ÞGÅ-!qô-VßP-
PÞm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-µz-¼-zô-GŸm-¤-;Ým-mÛÅ-ÅP-Q-¤-¼ÛP-qô-hP- n-¤VôG-Vïm-qô-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-¤Gô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-D¤-q-mÅ-Ç¨äG-fÛz-fÛz-hP- h;¼-VÅ-
Tm-»P-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-µz-¼-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-Dï-bôG-G-ÇSô-B-hP- G»ôG-G-h;¼-ÁÅ-hP- Q-¤-
zôºP-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-Å-Eh-¤fôm-qôºÛ-wôP-GÅïz-Tm-¯Ó-ÇSôm-ZÝP-PÞm-Tm-mÛ-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-ÅºÛ-mP-P-±PÅ-
ºƒâÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-hGÝm-mÛ-wÛº-¾ô-¤-hP-¿Yôm-qºÛ-@P-hP-¯-¿Yôm-;Ým-zÅGÅ-bï-
zô¼-¼-môG  hï-;Ým-ZÛ-¤º-zbP-Çeï-zÇ+¤Å-zTßG-Çeï-ÇtäPÅ-bï-zô¼-¼-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

ºÛ-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-¾-Á¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4700¼ïºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG  
¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-¾-¤±ô-h;¼-¼Û-¿Ëô-PôÅ-ÅÛ-fP-G-;Ým-¾-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-
;ÝmÍï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-GŸÝP-PÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-mÅ-mÝz-‚P-PÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-Ez-Çeï-»ôh-;G
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Royle’s Mountain Vole
Common Name : Royle’s Mountain Vole
Scientific Name : Alticola roylei 
Local Name : Zabra
Size : 10-12 cm
Weight : 21-54 g

Description: The head is rounded with short muzzle and small ears. 
The body is more or less cylindrical. It is very dark in colour, rusty-
tinged, dark, slate grey-brown upper parts and greyish under parts. 
The teeth are rootless and grow throughout life.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in pairs or family groups 
in open rocky plains in relatively lower uplands. It collects leaves, 
stems of plants and shrubs and stores them for winter. The stored 
food is piled into heaps after drying it in the sun.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh it is a common resident of western 
and southern portion at around 3000 to 3300 m and above. This ani-
mal is best seen in and around Panikar upto Suru Valley, the Zanskar 
and Chang-chu valley.

© BNHS
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¼ô-»ï-¾ïÅ-¤ºôm-‡ïm-¶ô¾-
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü   ¼ô-»ï-¾ïÅ-¤ºôm-‡ïm-¶ô¾-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü   Í¾-‡Û-;ô-¾-¼ô-»ï-¾ï-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü   µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü      Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-10mÅ-12

¿UÛhü           G-¼¤-12mÅ-54

ºIï¾-zÁhü     

¤Gô-¼Û¾-¼Û¾-hP-D-¤±ß¾-fÞP-PÞm-hP-n-¤VôG-VßP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qô-È-¾¤-¼Û¾-fÛP-
fÛP-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-mG-fÛz-fÛz-hP-D¤-B-mG-qô-ÇSôG-¾ôP-hP- G»ôG-Dô¼-;Ým-B-
¾ôG-»Ûm-môG  Åô-;Ým-¾-z-fG-¤ïh-q-Bï-»Ûm-ºhÝG-G-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-h¤º-Å-mÅ-®-qÛG-¤fôm-qô-»Ûm-qºÛ-ƒG-Tm-mÛ-fP-VßP-PÞm-;Ým-¾-GZÛÅ-GZÛÅ-¤Z¤-qô-
»P-m-mP-±PÅ-¤Z¤-qô-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-hGÝm-hÝÅ-ÅÛ-wÛº-¾ô-¤-hP- ¿Yôm-qºÛ-@P-hP-
¿Yôm-q-¼ÛP-qô-;Ým-zbàÅ-bï-zÅGÅ-bï-zô¼-¼-môG  hï-;Ým-ZÛ-¤º-zÇ+¤Å-zTßG-Çeï-dÛP-m-ÇtäPÅ-
bï-zô¼-¼-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-mÝz-xôGÅ-hP- ¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3000mÅ-3300®¤-hP-hï-ÅP-
¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÅÞ-¼ÞºÛ-q-mÛ-¤D¼-hP-¸PÅ-h;¼-hP- ‚P-Vß-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-
¾-¤fôP-P-môG
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Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole
Common Name : Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole
Scientific Name : Alticola stoliczkanus 
Local Name : Zabra 
Size :  10-12 cm
Weight :  27-34 g

Description: This vole 
is similar in appear-
ance to the Silver 
Mountain Vole. It is 
a small to medium 
sized vole, bright ru-
fous brown with white 
or slaty-grey under 
parts. The Karakoram 
Vole is a subspecies 
that has a shorter tail 
and paler coloration.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal lives in pairs or groups and forms 
colonies in high alpine meadows, rocky scree and soft sandy slopes. 
Its burrows have many entrances and are 8-12 m long.

Status and Distribution: This vole is reported from northern and east-
ern portion of Ladakh between 4000 to 5500 m. The animal is most 
commonly seen in Rupshu and Changthang regions like Tsokar, 
Puga, Chumur, Hanle and Chushul plains.

The species, outside Ladakh, is distributed from the Karakoram/
south-eastern Central Asia, through the Tibetan plateau south to 
northern South Asia. Two subspecies are believed to be found in 
Ladakh region viz., A.s. slolizkanus from Nubra valley northwards 
and A.s. stracheyi in Rupshu and adjoining Changthang region.

© Maya Ramaswamy
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Çeô-¾ÛGÅ-;Å-¤ºôm-‡ïm-¶ô¾-
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü    Çeô-¾ÛGÅ-;Å-¤ºôm-‡ïm-¶ô¾-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü    Í¾-‡Û-;ô-¾- Çeô-¾ÛGÅ-;-mÅ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü    µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü        Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-10mÅ-12

¿UÛhü             G-¼¤-27mÅ-34

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-µz-¼-zô- ¼ÛºÛ-hPÞ¾-¤hôG-µz-¼-hP- ®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-VßP-!PÞm-mÅ-z¼-±ôh-hÛ-Vï-VßP-
hP-¤hôG-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-qºÛ-Dô¼-qô-h;¼-qô-»P-m-B-zô-»Ûm-môG  ;-¼-;Ý-¼¤-¤Û-
Mãh-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-µz-¼-zô-ºÛ-zôºÛ¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-»Ûm-môG  ±ôm-¤hôG-B-zô-hP-Q-¤-fÞP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-¼Û-¤fôm-qôºÛ-ÇtP-fP-hP- ƒG-Tm-mÛ-Á¾-¤-¼Û-hP-zï-Å-Tm-mÛ-¿kïzÅ-;Ým-¾-GZÛÅ-GZÛÅ-
»P-m-Çkï-DG-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-±PÅ-¾-ŸÝGÅ-ÅºÛ-ÇKô-¤P-qô-»ôP-P-môG  ¤fÛ¾-¾-¤Û-
‡¼-zMh-mÅ-zTß-GZÛÅ-¼ï-±ßG-q-ºƒâÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

ºÛ-µz-¼-zô-¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-hP- Á¼-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4000mÅ-
5500®¤-¤!Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zô-¼Þz-Áô-hP-‚P-fP-¿YôPÅ-
ÅÛ-¤±ô-h;¼-hP- qÞ-G-hP- Vß-¤Þ¼-hP- Ím-¾ï-hP- Vß-ÁÝ¾-!;Ým-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-;Ým-¾-hÐGÅ-¤m-q-;-¼-;Ý-¼¤-mÅ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-GŸÝP-PÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-PôÅ-¾-zôh-
hP- hï-mÅ-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿Ëô-PôÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-hÛ-»m-¾G-GZÛÅ-
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-±ôh-»Ûm-môG  hqï¼-m- mÝz-¼ºÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-hP- ¼Þz-Áô-hP- ‚P-fP-
¿YôPÅ-¾-»Ûm-môG
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Cape Hare
Common Name : Cape Hare/ Brown Hare
Scientific Name : Lepus capensis  
Local Name : Ribong
Size : Body Length 45-55 cm, Shoulder Height 18-22 cm, 
  Tail Length 7-9 cm
Weight :  1-3.5 kg

Description: Cape Hare is the 
most common hare in the world. 
Its body is slender and head is 
oval shaped. Tail is short and 
bushy. Ears are mobile. The colour 
of the coat varies from sandy buff 
to rust brown. The inner sides of 
legs, belly and under tail are white. 
Sexes look alike. The female is 
larger.

Habitat and Behavior: Found sin-
gly amongst bush strewn plains, 
Hippophae-set sand dunes, near 
marshes and along edges of cul-
tivation. It is active by dusk and 
dawn and spends the day lying 

in shallow depressions under cover known as “forms”. In winter it 
sometimes rests under snow. It is very agile, shy and watchful. When 
threatened it remains still and later dashes away swiftly. It jumps and 
leaps while running. It can also swim.

There is no suffi cient study or record on the breeding pattern of this 
species in Ladakh. Mating takes place in spring. The gestation pe-
riod is about 42 days. The litter size is 1 to 4 young which are fully 
furred at birth and born with their eyes open and become indepen-
dent after one month.

© Maya Ramaswamy
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;ïz-Èïº¼ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü      ;ïz-Èïº¼ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¾ÛqÅ-;ï-qïm-ÅÛ-Å-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü      ¼Û-zôP-ü

zôPÅ-±hü          Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-45mÅ-55

¿U!Ûhü               ;Û-¾ô-1mÅ-3hP-5

ºIï¾-zÁhü

;ïz-¼Û-zôP-mÛ-º²¤-JÀÛP-PÛ-mP-P-±P-¤-¾-MãÅ-»ôh-qºÛ-¼Û-zôP-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-G¸ÞGÅ-!qô-¼Û¾-
¼Û¾-hP- ¤GôºÛ-z¸ô-¿e-Fâ¾-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  Q-¤-fÞP-PÞm-Çtä-Tm-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-;Ým-ÇKÝ¾-
¾Ûm-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-qô-Åï¼-B-hP- D¤-q-!»Ûm-môG  @P-qºÛ-mP-
PôÅ-hP- Iôh-q-hP-Q-¤ºÛ-mP-PôÅ-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  
¤ô-;Ým-®-qÛG-Vïº-¼ÛG-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

¿UP-¤-VßP-PÞm-¤P-qô-»ôh-qºÛ-mGÅ-±ôGÅ-;Ým-¾-GTÛG-qô-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG  ±ï¼-
¤P-PÛ-GÅïz-hP- zï-¤ºÛ-¼Û-ºzÞ¼-»ôh-Å-hP- ºh¤-ÅºÛ-Zï-Dô¼-hP- ŸÛP-PÛ-f-¤-
;Ým-¾-»ôh-q-¤fôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-wÛ-hôG-hP- ÇS-hôG-;Ým-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ZÛ-¤º-
Dô¤-¼ïºÛ-mP-¾-Z¾-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  hGÝm-¾-Ç+zÅ-¼ï-DºÛ-G»ôG-G-ºhÝG-G-môG  
!ºÛ-zô-¤HôGÅ-q-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-hP- ±zÅ-¤Dm-hP- uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ºWÛGÅ-
ÇoP-ÇÀïz-®-m-‚z-zï-ºhÝG-Çeï-®-qÛG-zÆÛPÅ-bï-mÅ-zP-MãGÅ-bï-Vº-môG  zP-MãGÅ-GbP-®-
m-¤VôPÅ-»Ûm-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ºÛ-zô-A¾-GbP-zºP-Á!ïÅ-Å-môG

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zôºÛ-Mãh-Çtï¾-¾Û-Ç+ô¼-¾-ŸÛz-hrôh-‚ôÅ-bï-fô-zô¼-bï-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  wô-¤ô-º²ô¤-
‚Å-qô-hrÛh-¾-»ôP-P-môG  yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-Bï-Bï-±ßG-q-ŸG-42ºGô¼-¼-môG  yâ-GÝºÛ-zôPÅ-
±h-qô-1mÅ-4VßP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  hï-;Ým-Bï-®-m-Çtä-BïÅ-bï-»ôP-P-môG  Bï-®-m-¤ÛG-wïÅ-bï-»ôP-P-
môG  ¹-GTÛG-GÛ-dÛP-m-¼P-mP-¼P-ºGô-ºfôm-q-Vº-môG
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Status and Distribution: In Ladakh the animal is a common resi-
dent in north-western and north-central region at a height of about 
3500 m. The species is represented by about 80 races through most 
of Africa, Middle East, Arabia, Central and East Asia and south to 
north-western South Asia. In Ladakh it is best seen in Nubra and 
Shayok valleys.The subspecies found in Ladakh is L.c. tibetanus 
which is also reported from Tibet and Kashmir to south-western 
Central Asia.



93

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-mÝz-‚P-hP- ‚P-hP-GŸÝP-;Ým-mÛ-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-
3500®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-Åô-Åô-È-¾¤-zMh-
Tß-®¤-ŸÛG-GÛ-¤P-ÁôÅ-Íw-¼Û-;-hP- ¤Û-^ï¾-ÍÛÅ‡- Í-¼z-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-
GŸÝP-hP- Á¼-xôGÅ-hP- ¿Ëô-mÅ-mÝz-‚P-PÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-mÝz-¼-hP- Á-G»ôG-¾ÞP-q-;Ým-¾-¤P-qô-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-!»m-
¾G-;Ým-Íï¾-ÅÛ-‡Û-zï-‡m-ÍÅ-»Ûm-môG  hï-zô-zôh-hP- D-Vß¾-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-GŸÝP-mÅ-¿Ëô-mÝz-
¤±¤Å-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG
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Woolly Hare
Common Name : Woolly Hare/ Tibetan Hare/ Highland Hare 
Scientific Name : Lepus oiostolus 
Local Name : Ribong  
Size : Body Length 40-50 cm, Shoulder Height 20-25 cm, 
  Tail Length 6-8 cm
Weight : 2.5-3 kg

© Maya Ramaswamy

Description: The fur of this animal is thick 
and curly. Tail is short and bushy. Hind 
legs are long. The ears are black tipped. 
Eyes have a pale eye ring. The colour of 
the coat is brownish-grey. Inner sides of 
the legs, belly and tail are white. The sex-
es look alike, female is larger than male.

Habitat and Behavior: This hare is an ani-
mal of mountain slopes and meadows. 
Its habitat constitutes open, bush-strewn 
sandy plains. The animal is encountered 
singly. It is active during dusk and dawn. 
It spends the day lying in shallow dug out 
depressions. It also uses burrows of mar-

mots. The eye sight and hearing capacity are excellent. The animal 
feeds on herbs, plants, roots and grasses. The predator of this ani-
mal includes wolf, Lynx, Snow Leopard, Wild Dog, fox and Golden 
Eagle. The animal is not too shy of humans.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh the Woody Hare is a common 
resident of north, east and southern regions found between 4000 
and 5400 m. It can be encountered best in Rupshu and Changthang 
plains, Tsokar, Hanle, Chushul and to lesser extent in Markha and 
Rumbak valley of Hemis National Park. This animal is represented 
by 5-7 races in the Tibetan plateau. Not much is known about this 
animal. Its taxonomic status is still ambiguous. The subspecies de-
scribed here is L.o. oiostolus. 
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hzÞ¾-¾Û-Èïº¼-
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü       hzÞ¾-¾Û-Èïº¼-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü       ¾Û-qÅ- ÍôºÛÅ-‡ô-¾Å-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü       ¼Û-zôôP-ü

zôPÅ-±hü           Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-40mÅ-50

¿UÛhü                ;Û-¾ô-2hP-5mÅ-3

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-Åï¤Å-Tm-mÛ-Çtä-;Ým-ºfÞG-¤ô-hP-ºEÛ¾-¤Dm-»ôP-P-môG  Q-¤-fÞP-PÞm-hP- Çtä-
Tm-hP- Mz-zÛ-@P-q-;Ým-¼ÛP-qô-»ôP-P-môG  n-¤VôG-GÛ-¤Gô-;Ým-mG-qô-»Ûm-môG  
¤ÛG-;Ým-¾-ÅÞ¾-B-zô-¼ï-»ôP-P-môG  G¸ÞGÅ-qôºÛ-¤hôG-Ç¨äG-B-»Ûm-môG  ÅÞG-GÝ-hP- 
Q-¤ºÛ-mP-PôÅ-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  wô-¤ô-GZÛÅ-;-®ôGÅ-»Ûm-môG  »Ûm-mºP-¤ô-;Ým-Vïº-
¼ÛG-»ôP-P-môG-

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

!ºÛ-¼Û-zôP-qô-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-hP- ÇtP-»ôh-Åº-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-ºhÝG-Å-¿YôP-ÁÛP-VßP-PÞm-
»ôh-Å-hP- ‚ï-Å-Tm-mÛ-fP-;Ým-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-GTÛG-qô-fÞG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÇS-hôG-
hP- wÛ-hôG-G-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ZÛ-¤ºÛhÝÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-Å-ºƒâÅ-bï-Gô¼-Gô¼-‚!ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zô-wïºÅ-ºƒâÅ-¤Dm-mÛ-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-PºP-ºhÝG-G-môG  ¤ÛG-mÅ-¤fôP-‚Å-hP-n-¤VôG-
mÅ-±ô¼-‚Å-¤×-iG-qô-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-ÇtP-hP- ¿Yôm-q-hP- z-fG-hP- ¯Ó-¸ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-
G-môG  ºÛ-zô-GÅh-¤Dm- uP-;Ý-hP- G»Û-hP- GTm-hP- ¼Û-EÛ-hP- ¶-®ï-hP- Mz-JÀG-
;Ým-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¤Ûº-hï-®¤-ŸÛG-±zÅ-Å-¤-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºh!Û-¼Û-zôP-zô-‚P-hP- Á¼-hP- ¿Ëô-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¿YôPÅ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4000mÅ-
5400±ßG-qºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¼Þz-Áô-hP- ‚P-fP-hP- ¤±ô-h;¼-hP- 
Ím-¾ï-hP- Vß-ÁÝ¾-hP- ¤¼-D-hP- ¼Þ¤-zG-GÛ-Èï-¤ÛÅ-mïÁ-m¾-q-¼G-;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
ºÛ-zô-zôh-hÛ-mP-P-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-5mÅ-7®¤-ŸÛG-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-MãÅ-¤P-!qô-ŸÛG-
¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-h‚ï-z-Åô-ÅôºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-h-¼ÞP-PºP-È-¤-Gôº-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-»m-¾G-
¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-ºhÛ-¼Þ- Íï¾-Íô-ÍôºÛÅ-‡ô-¾Å-¸ï¼-bï-»Ûm-môG
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Plateau Pika
Common Name : Plateau Pika/ Black-lipped Pika
Scientific Name : Ochotona curzoniae
Local Name : Zabra 
Size : Body Length 19-22 cm, Tail Length 1-2 cm
Weight : 170 g

Description: It is a small pika with a distinct 
rust patch behind each ear. Inner sides of 
legs and belly are yellowish-white. The 
colour of the coat is sandy brown while 
the fur is soft and fi ne. Ears are small and 
round. There is a blackish area over nose 
tip up to lips.

Habitat and Behavior: Plateau Pika is a 
very social animal and lives in a family 
unit. It lives in burrows. It is encountered 
in open meadows, steppes and semi-des-
ert plains. Family groups form territories 
adjoining each other. The animal is active 

during the day time throughout the year. The animal is most active during 
the morning and afternoon and basks in the sun during midday. The ani-
mal collects plant material and stocks it in front as well as inside burrows 
for consumption in winter.

The gestation period is of about 21 days. The litter consists of 2-8 young 
delivered in a burrow. 3 to 5 litters may be produced during a year.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh this animal is an occasional resident 
found in steppes of east and northern Ladakh between 4100 and 4700 m. 
The animal is best encountered in Changthang and Rupshu including 
Tsokar and Chushul plains. The species is distributed, outside Ladakh, 
through most of the Tibetan plateau and Trans-Himalayan regions of 
South Asia.

The animal is poisoned in Tibet. Its burrows serve as shelter and breed-
ing places for a variety of birds.

e
a

© Otto Pfi ster
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qï-¾ï-‡Û-ºÛ-qÛ-;--
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     qï-¾ï-‡Û-ºô-qÛ-;-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Íô-Dô-‡ô-m-;¼-¸ô-mÛ-Í-ºÛ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-19mÅ-22

¿UÛhü              G-¼¤-170

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-zô-n-¤VôG-GZÛÅ-;ºÛ-Mz-z-D¤-¤hôG-GÛ-fÛG-¾ï-GÅ¾qô-»ôh-qºÛ-µz-¼-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  ÅÞG-
GÝ-hP- Iôh-qºÛ-mP-¾ôGÅ-;Ým-Åï¼-B-»Ûm-môG  ¤hôG-Ç¨äG-qôºÛ-Çtä-ºW¤-qô-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-
VßP-PÞm-hˆÛ¼-hˆÛ¼-»Ûm-môG  Ço-DÞP-PÛ-¤Gô-mÅ-D-¿tGÅ-±ßG-q-mG-VÛG-VÛG-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

qï-¾ï-‡Ûºô-µz-¼-D-TÛG-¼ï-¤Z¤-qô-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-qÅ-ÅP-mP-±PÅ-mP-±PÅ-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zô-Å-ºƒâÅ-bï-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÇtP-¿YôPÅ-hP- ÇtP-fP-hP- Å-Ç+¤-
»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  mP-±PÅ-ÅÛ-Çkï-DG-Çkï-DG-GÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zô-¾ô-GP-qô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ÇS-hôG-wÛ-hôG-G-¤P-P-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-
ZÛ-¤º-zÆôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-hGÝm-mÛ-wÛº-ÇtP-hP- ¯Ó-hP-¿Yôm-ÁÛP-ÅôGÅ-zÅGÅ-bï-
±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-PôÅ-hP- wÛ-¾ôG-;Ým-¾-zô¼-¼-môG  

!yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-Bï-Bï-±ßG-q-ŸG-ZÛ-ÁÝ-¯-GTÛG-ºGô¼-¼-môG  ±PÅ!Û-mP-P-yâ-GÝ-2mÅ-8VßP-
PÞm-¼ï-ºwÛP-P-môG  ¾ô-ºDô¼-¾-±¼-3mÅ-5±ßG-q-ºwÛP-P-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-ÇtP-fP-»ôh-Å-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP- ‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4100mÅ-
4700®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-;Ým-zôh-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-hzÞÅ-ÅÛ-ÈÛ-
¤×-¾-»ºÛ-w¼-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾ºP-»ôP-P-môG  zôh-¾-ºÛ-zôº-hÝG-GbP-P-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-±PÅ-qô-‚Û-
q-;Ým-mÛ-wÛº-yâ-GÝ-ºwÛP-Å-hP- ºhÝG-Å-ºHã¼-¼-môG



98

Ladakh Pika
Common Name : Ladakh Pika/ Ladakh Mouse Hare/ Stoliczka’s Pika
Scientific Name : Ochotona ladacensis.
Local Name : Zabra 
Size : Body Length 23-25 cm, Tail Length 1-2cm
Weight : 200 g

Description: It has soft fur 
which is rufous-fawn in 
colour. The under parts 
are yellowish white. The 
skull is large with small 
ears. It has distinctive rust 
coloured exterior of ears. 
The whiskers are mixed 
black and white. The toe 
pads are exposed in sum-
mer but almost concealed 

by long hair in winter. The longevity is about two years.

Habitat and Behavior: Little is known about the ecology of this spe-
cies. The animal lives in family groups in defended territories. It is a 
social animal. High altitude, semi-desert plains constitute its habitat. 
The animal digs out burrows which have various entrance holes.  The 
animal is diurnal and is active throughout the year. It moves mostly 
in morning and afternoon and takes a sun bath during midday. It im-
mediately hides itself in burrows on sensing danger. This animal is 
very agile and alert.

Status and Distribution: This species is a common resident in east-
ern and northern Ladakh between 4400 and 5600 m. It is encoun-
tered mostly in Tsokar and Hanle plains. This species is distributed 
from eastern Ladakh north-eastwards towards the northern parts of 
the Tibet plateau.

p
m

© Otto Pfi ster
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GÅ-qÛ-;
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ¾-hÐGÅ-qÛ-;- ¾-hÐGÅ-¤ºôÅ-

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Íô-Dô-bô-m- ¾-h-Å!ïm-ÅÛÅ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-23mÅ-25

¿UÛhü              G-¼¤-200

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-zôº-Çtä-ºW¤-qô-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-Åï¼-B-»ôP-P-môG  G»!ôG-Dô¼-qô-Åï¼-B-h;¼-ÁÅ-Tm-»Ûm-môG  
fôh-q-Vïm-qô-hP- n-¤VôG-VßP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-GÛ-wÛ-¾ôG-;Ým-D¤-q-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
Ç¨P-¼-;Ým-mG-qô-hP- h;¼-qô-ºiïÅ-¤-»Ûm-môG  h‚¼-¾-@P-qºÛ-¤²âG-GÝºÛ-GhôP-;Ým-
ºzÛP-Çeï-»ôP-P-môG  »Ûm-mºP-hGÝm-¾-!Çtä-¼ÛP-qôÅ-z;z-Çeï-»ôP-P-môG  ±ï-±h-¾ô-GZÛÅ-
º±ôº-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zôºÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-MãÅ-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-¼P-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-mP-±PÅ-ÅÛ-±ß¾-¾-Çkï-DG-GÛ-mP-P-
¼P-PÛ-!Å-¤±¤Å-ÁÛG-GÛ-mP-PôÅ-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-D-TÛG-¼ï-¤Z¤-qô-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  
Å-¤f!ôm-qôhP- Å-Ç+¤-ÇtP-f¼-fô¼-»ôh-qºÛ-fP-;Ým-¾-ºÛ-zô-ºhÝG-G-môG  ÅºÛ-¤fÛ¾-¾-
ºƒâÅ-bï-±PÅ-‚ôº-môG  hï-zôº-ÇKô-D-TÛG-»ôP-P-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾ô-GP-qô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-
»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÇS-hôG-hP-wÛ-hôG-;Ým-¾-ºIâ¾-bï-ZÛm-hGÝP-qôº-ZÛ-¤º-zÆôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºWÛGÅ-¤ô-»ôh-q-MãÅ-V-m- hïm-m-¤¾-¾-ÅºÛ-¤fÛ¾-¾Û-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ŸÝGÅ-Å-môG  ºÛ-zô-uP-
‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-‚Å-hP- ¤HôGÅ-q-Áô¼-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP- ‚P-xôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-4400mÅ-5600®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-
;Ým-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-¤P-Vï-z-¤±ô-h;¼-hP- Ím-¾ï-;Ým-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Mãh-qô-
¾-hÐGÅ-ÅÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-mÅ-‚P-Á¼-¤±¤Å-hP- zôh-hÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-;Ým-¾-»ôP-P-môG
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Nubra Pika
Common Name : Nubra Pika/ Nubra Mouse Hare
Scientific Name : Ochotona nubrica
Local Name : Zabra
Size : Body Length 17-20 cm, Tail Length 1-2 cm 

Description: Very little is 
known about this spe-
cies. It is pale sandy-
brown with pale grey 
under parts. Ears are 
smaller. A buff mid line is 
visible on its belly. Feet 
are brownish-grey. The 
animal shows distinct 
pale patches on the out-
er ear sides.

Habitat and Behavior: 
The animal is found in 

sub-alpine and alpine shrubby areas. It is a social animal and lives 
in family groups in defended territories. The animal digs out burrows 
amongst the root systems of thickets. The animal is diurnal and ac-
tive throughout the year. The animal is most active during morning 
and afternoon. It is a shy and alert animal. On sensing danger it 
retreats in its burrows.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh the animal is a common resident 
in central region between 3100 and 3500 m. This species is repre-
sented by two races in Ladakh and eastern parts of Tibetan plateau. 
It is also reported from Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. In Ladakh 
the species is best encountered in thickly Hippophae-covered valley 
bottoms along Indus valley and Shyok River, especially the Hunder, 
Diskit and Panamik region.

H
T

© Otto Pfi ster
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mÝz-¼-q!Û-;
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     mÝz-¼-qÛ-;ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Íô-Wô-‡ôm-!mÝz-¼Û-;

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-17mÅ-20

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-zôºÛ-¼ÛGÅ-Mãh-hÛ-Ç+ô¼-¾-MãÅ-¤P-qô-ŸÛG-¤ïh-q-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÇSô-mG-TÛG-»Ûm-môG  Iôh-q-
Dô¼-qô-B-¾ôG-»Ûm-môG  n-¤V!ôG-;Ým-VßP-PÞm-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zôºÛ-Iôh-qºÛ-GŸÝP-mÅ-¼Û-¤ô-D¤-q-
ŸÛG-¤fôP-‚Å-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  @P-q-;Ým-Ç¨äG-B-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-GÛ-wÛ-¾ôG-;Ým-¾-h;¼-
fÛG-GÅ¾-qô-¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-¼Û-¤fôm-qô-hP- ¿Yôm-q-¼ï-B!ïÅ-bï-»ôh-¤Dm-mÛ-¼Û-¤fôm-qô-;Ým-¾-»ôP-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zô-D-
TÛG-¼ï-º²ô¤-Çeï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-!»Ûm-môG  ¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-ÅÛ-mP-PôÅ-¾-mP-±PÅ-ÅÛ-Çkï-DG-¼ï-
‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-z-fG-Tm-mÛ-¿Yôm-q-±P-±ÛP-»ôh-Åº-Å-hôP-ºƒâÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zô-¾ô-GP-qô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¾Ûm-ºhÝG-G-môG  ÇS-hôG-wÛ-hôG-;Ým-¾-¤P-P-ºIâ¾-¾Ûm-
ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-±zÅ-¤Dm-hP-uP-‚ôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ºWÛGÅ-ÇoP-±ô¼-m-hïm-
m-¤¾-¾-±PÅ-ÅÛ-mP-P-ŸÝGÅ-Å-môG-

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-GŸÝP-Dô¼-¾-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3100mÅ-3500®¤-¤Û-¤fô-!Å;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºÛ-zôºÛ-Mãh-qô-Ço-GZÛÅ-¾-hÐGÅ-mÅ-zôh-±ßG-q-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-ºƒÅ-¿YôPÅ-hP-Í-¼Þ-m-
T¾-s-hïÁ-¾ºP-ºhÝG-¸ï¼-ºhÝG  ¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-±ï¼-mG-GÛ-GÅïz-Tm-mÛ-ÅïP-Gï-G®P-qôºÛ-
G»Å-G»ôm-hP- Á-G»ôG-G®P-qô-hP- Èàm-h¼-hP-zhï-BÛh-hP- q-m-¤ÛG-¿YôPÅ-;Ým-¾-
¤P-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG
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Large-eared Pika
Common Name : Large-eared Pika/ Large Mouse Hare
Scientific Name : Ochotona macrotis
Local Name : Zabra
Size : Body Length 17-20 cm, Tail Length 1-2 cm
Weight : 150 g

Description: It is a rock dwelling 
pika. The animal is small with 
large ears. The ears have long 
dense hair inside. It is often 
confused with Royle’s Pika. It is 
pale brownish-grey. The under 
parts are whitish. In some forms 
the head, rump and shoulders 
are more or less rufous. The feet 
are white. In some forms there 

is a rufous band across the throat. The longevity is about 3 years.

Habitat and Behavior: The animals live in pairs with their offsprings. 
They live in slopes covered by rock scree and rubble fi elds. The ani-
mal is diurnal and active throughout the year. It is most active during 
morning and afternoon. It takes sun bath during midday hours. The 
animal is mostly dependent on foraging throughout the year. The 
species is shy and alert. It hides itself under boulders and rocks on 
sensing danger. Gestation period is about 30 days. The litter con-
sists of 3-4 young. 

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh it is an occasional resident mainly 
in central region between 3100 and 4200 m. This species is mostly 
encountered in lower Hunder valley and towards Khardungla. The 
species is distributed from the Central Asian mountains southwards 
to north-west South Asia, along the upper Himalaya to south-western 
East Asia and from Ladakh north-eastwards towards the northern 
parts of the Tibetan plateau. 

© Maya Ramaswamy
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¾¼W-ÍÛ-º¼^-qÛ-;-
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ¾¼W-ÍÛº¼.qÛ-;ü

±m¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     ÍôD-‡ô-¼- ¤ï-;¼ô-‡ÛÅ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-17mÅ-20

¿UÛhü              G-¼¤-150

ºIï¾-zÁhü

ºÛ-zô-ƒG-GÛ-GÅïz-¾-ºhÝG-¤Dm-mÛ-µz-¼-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-n-¤VôG-Vïm-qô-»ôh-¤Dm-mÛ-Åï¤Å-
Tm-VßP-PÞm-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-GÛ-mP-PôÅ-¾-Çtä-¼ÛP-qô-®G-®G-G-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-
mP-¼ô-»ï-¾ï-µz-¼-GZÛÅ-;-mô¼-ºhÝG  ºÛ-zô-Ç¨äG-B-»Ûm-môG  G»ôG-PôÅ-;Ým-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG  
D-TÛG-GÛ-Ç+ï-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-»Ûm-môG  ±!ï-±h-mÛ-È-¾¤-¾ô-GÅÞ¤-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zô-Dô-¼P-PÛ-yâ-GÝ-;Ým-hP- ¤Z¤-qô-GZÛÅ-GZÛÅ-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ºÛ-;Ým-ÁG-¤-Tm-mÛ-
¼!Û-¿kïz¾-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾ô-GP-qô-ZÛ-¤ºÛ-hÝÅ-¾-ºIâ¾-¤Dm-»Ûm-môG  ÇS-
hôG-wÛ-hôG-G-¤P-P-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ZÛm-hGÝP-P-ZÛ-¤º-zÆô-Çeï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-¾ô-
GP-qô-D¼-WÛ-z®¾-¾Ûm-ºhÝG-Çeï-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-±zÅ-¤Dm-hP- uP-qô-»ôP-P-môG  
ºWÛGÅ-¤ô-»ôh-q-Á!ïÅ-m-wôP-hP- ƒG-GÛ-Mz-q-»Ûz-q-»Ûm-môG  yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-Bï-Bï-±ßG-q-
ŸG-30ºGô¼-¼-môG yâ-GÝ-3mÅ-4¼ï-»ôP-P-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-!zô-GŸÝP-Dô¼-¼Û-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3100mÅ-4200±ßG-qºÛ-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-
ºhÝG-G-môG  ºhÛ-¼ÛGÅ-qô-h¤º-Å-Èàm-h¼-mÅ-¤D¼-GhôP-¾-±ßG-q-ºhÝG-G-môG  
ºhÛ-¼ÛGÅ-qô-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-hzÞÅ-Å!Û-¼Û-Mãh-mÅ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-mÅ-mÝz-‚P-hP- Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-¿Ëô-xôGÅ-
ÅÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-Hïm-xôGÅ-mÅ-¿Ëô-mÝz-Íï-ÁÛ-»ºÛ-Á¼-xôGÅ-hP- ¾-hÐGÅ-mÅ-‚P-Á¼-¤±¤Å-
mÅ-zôh-hÛ-‚P-xôGÅ-¾-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG



104

Royle’s Pika
Common Name : Royle’s Pika/ Himalayan Mouse Hare/ Indian Pika
  Tibetan Mouse Hare
Scientific Name : Ochotona roylei
Local Name : Zabra
Size : Body Length 16-18 cm, Tail Length 1-2 cm
Weight : 150 g

Description: The Royle’s Pika is the 
most common pika of the Himalayas. 
It is moderately large. The skull is fl at. 
The ears are of moderate size with a 
coat of small hair inside. The body 
is rufous grey with chestnut head, 
shoulders and upper back. The throat 
is reddish-purple and under parts are 

greyish-white. The reddish coloration fades in winter.

Habitat and Behavior: The animal does not burrow. It moves under 
ground through existing burrows in rubble fi elds and slopes cov-
ered by rock scree. The animal lives in family groups. The territories 
are defended and are marked by a secretion rubbed on rocks from  
the cheek gland. It constructs hay piles and hoards limited food for 
winter. The animal is diurnal and is most active during morning and 
afternoon. The animal does not hibernate and is active throughout 
the year. It also takes sun bath during midday hours. It is less vocal 
than other pika species. Gestation period is about 30 days.

Status and Distribution: In Ladakh this animal is a common resident 
found between 3100 and 4000 m. It is best encountered around up-
per Suru and Zanskar valleys and to some extent towards Hanle 
region.

In India it has its distribution from Jammu & Kashmir to Kumaon. 
Once very common in parts of Himalayas, its population has de-
clined due to loss of habitat.  

© BNHS
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¼!ô-»ï-¾ï-qÛ.;ü
uÛ¼-zbP-¤ÛP-ü     ¼Û-»ï-¾ï-qÛ.;ü

±m-¼ÛG-GÛ-¤ÛP-ü     Íô-Dô-‡ô-m- ¼ô-»ï-¾ï-ÍÛ-

Å-GmÅ-ÅÛ-¤ÛP-ü     µz-¼ü

zôPÅ-±hü         Åïm-‡Û-¤Û-‡¼-16mÅ-18

¿UÛhü              G-¼¤-150

ºIï¾-zÁhü

¼ô-»ï-¾ï-µz-¼-mÛ-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-xôGÅ-±P-¤º-»ôh-qºÛ-µz-¼-ŸÛG-»Ûm-môG  ºÛ-zô-Vï-ÅP-ÅP-¼ÛG-
»Ûm-môG  fôh-q-¾ïz-¾ïz-»Ûm-môG  n-¤VôG-;Ým-z¼-±ôh-TÛG-G-mP-PôÅ-¾-Çtä-»!ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  
G¸ÞGÅ-qô-h¤¼-Ç¨äG-hP-¿UP-¤ºÛ-!ºƒÅ-zÞ-®ôGÅ-ÅÛ-¤Gô-hP- hqÞP-q-hP-Mz-;Ým-»Ûm-môG  
Ç+!ï-mÛ-ÇSô-h¤¼-hP- Iôh-qºÛ-Dô¼-qô-B-¾ôG-h;¼-qô-»Ûm-môG

GmÅ-Å-hP-uôh-¾¤ü

ºÛ-zôÅ-Å-hôP-ºƒâº-¤-môG  ºÛ-zô-ÁG-¤-Tm-mÛ-¼Û-¿kïzÅ-hP- fP-;Ým-¾-¼P-zŸÛm-¾-»ôh-qºÛ-
ºzÛG-GP-hP- Å-DÞ-¾ÞP-»ôh-Å-;Ým-¾-ºIâ¾-¾Ûm-!ºhÝG-G-môG  ¼P-¼P-PÛ-Å-¤±¤Å-;Ým-
ºI¤-q-mÅ-ºfôm-qºÛ-DÞ-z-ŸÛG-GÛÅ-dGÅ-zbP-Çeï-zÆâP-Çeï-zô¼-¼-môG  ºÛ-zôÅ-hGÝm-mÛ-wÛÛº-
z¸º-‚Å-¾-¯-ÇtäPÅ-bï-hGôÅ-Çkô¤-;Ým-zÅGÅ-bï-zô¼-¼-môG  !ºÛ-zô-ZÛ-¤º-ºIâ¾-Dm-»Ûm-môG  
¤P-Vï-z-ÇS-hôG-hP- wÛ-h!!ôG-;Ým-¾-ºIâ¾-¾-môG  ºÛ-zô-hGÝm-¾-¤Þm-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ZÛm-
hGÝP-P-ZÛ-¤º-zÆôÅ-bï-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-zô-»P-µz-¼-;Ým-mÛÅ-ÅP-Ç+h-¤P-qô-¤ïh-¤Dm-»Ûm-
môG  yâ-GÝ-ºDÞ¼-q-mÅ-Bï-Bï-±ßG-q-ŸG-30»Ûm-môG

Ez-DôPÅü

¾-hÐGÅ-¾-ºÛ-zô-¤fô-±h-¤Û-‡¼-3100mÅ-4000®¤-¤Û-¤fô-Å-;Ým-¾-ºhÝG-G-môG  ºÛ-
zô-ÅÞ-¼ÞºÛ-Hïm-xôGÅ-hP- ¸PÅ-h;¼-;Ým-¾-¤P-qô-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  !Ím-¾ï-;Ým-¾ºP-
¤P-ZÝP-¼ï-»ôh-hï-»Ûm-môG  M-G¼-¾-ºÛ-zô-W¤-¤Þ-;ÁÛ-¤Û¼-mÅ-;Ý-¤-ºôm-±ßG-q-»ôh-;G  
hÝÅ-ÁÛG-G-ºÛ-zô-ÈÛ-¤×-¾-»ºÛ-DG-TÛG-G-¤P-qô-»ôh-q-»Ûmü  ºhÝG-Å-¤P-Çeï-¤ïh-¤Dm-ÅôP-qÅ-
ÅP-ºÛ-zôºÛ-!IPÅ-;-ZÝP-P-ÅôP-Çeï-»Ûm-môG
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