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PREFACE 

The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary which came into existence vide 

S.R.O No.151 Dated: 19th March, 1987 under section (17) of Jammu & 

Kashmir Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978. Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is located 

in district Kathua at a distance of 75 Kms from Jammu towards Lakhanpur via 

National Highway 44 in Jammu and Kashmir UT. The sanctuary covers an 

area of 10.04 square kilometers and falls between 32° 27' to 32° 31' North 

Latitude and 75° 22' to 75° 26' East Longitude. The tract is located on survey 

of India GT sheets 43 P/7 and 43 P/6 on 1:50,000 scale. It covers an altitude 

range of 350 m to 611 m above sea level. 

The present Management Plan (2020-21 to 2029-30) of Jasrota 

Wildlife Sanctuary is the first ever plan for planning wildlife management. 

Non-availability of adequate authentic scientific baseline data and lack of 

documentation has been a major constraint in preparation of this management 

plan. 

The exercise for compilation of this plan involved a lot of 

teamwork. I am highly indebted to Sh. Suresh K. Gupta, IFS, Principal Chief 

Conservator of Forests/ Chief Wildlife Warden, J&K Govt. for providing all 

expedient guidance and directions during the preparation of this Management 

Plan.  

I am gratified to the Addl. Principal Chief Conservators of Forests, 

Eco-tourism J&K Sh. J. Frankoi, IFS for his valuable support and guidance. 

I admiringly acknowledge the valuable technical guidance provided 

by Dr. Kumar M.K, IFS, Regional Wildlife Warden, Jammu during the entire 

process of compilation and finalization of the present plan.  

I take this opportunity to place on record my heartfelt gratitude 

towards Dr. Neeraj Sharma, Senior Assistant Professor Institute of Mountain 

Environment, University of Jammu, Bhaderwah Campus, J&K for sparing his 

valuable time and help in enlisting flora and fauna of the Sanctuary. 

I express my sincere thanks to Sh. Guldev Raj Trustee of The 

Himalayan Avian-NGO for his valuable inputs during the preparation of 



 

Management Plan. I duly acknowledge the inputs from Dr. Abhijit Das, Dr. J. 

A. Johnson & Dr. K. A. Sivakumar Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun from 

time to time. 

My sincere thanks to Mr. Majid Farooq, Administrative 

Officer/Scientist Coordinator/PI (Climate Change Center/ ENVIS/ISRO 

Projects) Department of Ecology, Environment and Remote Sensing, for his 

contribution in preparation of maps that are essential for the Management 

Plan. My Special thanks to Sh. Kuldeep Mehta (Survey Officer, PI Division) 

for his valuable inputs for preparation of maps.  

I duly acknowledge the inputs from field, particularly by Sh. 

Bishamber Singh, Range Forest Officer, Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary and also 

from other field staff including Forester, Guards and other staff, which greatly 

helped in prioritizing the strategies in the management plan. I also thank my 

office staff for their help in preparing the management plan. 

 I express my sincere thanks to Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, Wildlife Guard 

and S. Paramjeet Singh, Wildlife Guard who helped in typing and compilation. 

My sincere thanks also due to all local people, members of PRI & S.C and 

officers of various departments whose ideas and suggestions in one form or 

another have helped in framing some of the strategies of this plan. 

 
 
Dated: 5th August, 2021                                                      Vijay Kumar, SFS  

Wildlife Warden  
                           Kathua 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is spread over a total area of 10.04 

Square Kilometers. The flora and fauna represent rich biological significance 

of this Sanctuary. The vegetation of the sanctuary comes under the major 

group "Sub tropical Northern Mixed Dry Deciduous Forests". A wide variety 

of sub-tropical broad-leaved tree and shrubs are found in the area. Large area 

of the sanctuary is covered with shrubs and weeds where as some pure patches 

of bamboo are also found at places. The broad-leaved forest consists of 

deciduous species. 

The Sanctuary hosts a wide variety of fauna and avifauna typical to the 

area of sub-tropical climate. Important flora reported from the Jasrota Wildlife 

Sanctuary are Khair (Acacia catechu), Sirris (Albizzia lebbeck), Phalai (Acacia 

modesta), Brankut or bhainkar (Adhatoda vasica), Garana (Carissa opaca), 

Bael (Aegle marmelos), Simul (Bombax ceiba), Bamboo (Dendrocalamus 

strictus), tillu or Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo), Pipal (Ficus religiosa), Bargad 

(Ficus bengalensis), Amaltas (Cassia fistula), Palas (Butea monosperma), 

Mango (Mangifera indica), Kambal (Lannea grandis), Amla (Emblica 

officinalis), Kachnar (Bauhinia variegata), Ber (Zizyphus jujuba), Branker 

(Adhatoda vasica), Cyntha (Dodonaea viscosa), Phyllanthus emblica, 

Mallotus philippensis,  Bauhinia vahlii,  Tinospora cordifolia, Holarrhena 

antidysenterica, Lantana camara, Woodfordia fruticosa, Colebrookea 

oppositifolia, Calotropis  procera etc. Euphorbia royleana is also found on 

rocky areas. Chir Pine (Pius roxburghii) forest in found on outer dry foothills 

of Shiwalik Range.  

Important mammalian fauna reported from the Jasrota Wildlife 

Sanctuary are Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus), Spotted deer (Axis axis), 

Sambar (Rusa unicolor), Wild boar (Sus scrofa), Barking deer (Muntiacus 

muntjak), Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta), Jackal (Canis aureus), Jungle 

Cat (Felis chaus), Common Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphrodites), Small 

Indian Civet (Viverricula indica), Hare (Lepus nigricollis), Indian pangolin 

i



 

(Manis crassicaudata), Porcupine (Hystrix Indica), Mongoose (Herpestes 

edwardsii) and Northern Palm Squirrel (Funambulus pennanti).  Among the 

birds, Pea fowl (Pavo cristatus), Red Jungle fowl (Gallus gallus), Bush Quail 

(Prediculata asiatica), Green Pigeon (Treron phoenicoptera), Blue Rock 

Pigeon (Columba livia), Red Turtle Dove (Streptopelia tranquebarica), 

Indian Roller (Coracias benghalinus),Black Partirdes (Francolinus francolinus), 

Spotted Owlet (Athene brama), Parakeets (Psittacula cyanocephala), Hoopoe 

(Upupa epops), Bulbul (Pycnonotus species), Black kite (Milvus migranis), 

Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea), Woodpeckers, Bablers (Turdoides caudatus) 

were most commonly recorded. Important water fowl reported from the 

Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary are Mallard (Anas platyrhnchos), Pin tail (Anas 

acuta), Gadwal (Anas Stepera), Common teal (Anas crecca), Wigeon (Anas 

penelope), Common Pochard (Aythya ferina)  

The objectives of management can be briefly summarized below: 

1. To conserve and protect habitat, restore physical integrity of the area in 

addition to restoring the degraded portion of the sanctuary so that 

endangered and endemic flora and fauna inhabiting the area are 

adequately protected and propagated. 

2. To mitigate Man-animal conflict and to create awareness among the 

people in general and the children in particular about nature and wildlife 

with particular emphasis on the ecological role of the sanctuary area. 

3. To promote Eco-tourism for conservation, awareness, education and 

scientific exploration without affecting the sensitive ecosystem 

adversely. 

4. To reduce the dependence of the people on forest-based resources in the 

zone of influence, with sensitivity to cultural and economic wellbeing of 

the communities, through eco-development activities 

5. To improve capacity building of staff and local communities for efficient 

management of the sanctuary through better training and infrastructure. 

6. To promote scientific and ecological studies that will help the sanctuary 

management in assessing the physical and biological resources, planning 
ii



 

for conservation of these resources and monitoring the health of the 

habitat. 

Major problems sanctuary management faces which adversely affect the 

achievement of these objectives include encroachments, inadequate staff, lack 

of basic infrastructural facilities and human settlement inside sanctuary. 

Despite the richness of the natural beauty, the facilities for eco-tourism are 

grossly inadequate. The efforts of education and awareness generation have 

been less than adequate. 

The present management plan has been compiled following the manual 

for planning wildlife management in protected areas and managed forests by 

Wildlife Institute of India. 

It comprises of three parts; Part One dealing with four chapters: 

Chapter 1- Introduction to the area, Chapter 2- Background information & 

attributes, Chapter 3- History of management & present practices and Chapter 

4- The Protected Area & the interface Land use situation. Part Two deals with 

the rest of the seven Chapters namely: Chapter 5- Vision, Objectives and 

problems in achieving the objectives, Chapter 6- The Strategies, Chapter 7- 

Man Animal Conflicts, Chapter 8- Eco-tourism, interpretation and 

Conservation Education, Chapter 9- Eco-development, Chapter 10- Research, 

Monitoring & Training, Chapter 11- Organization and Administration and 

Chapter 12- The Budget. Part three comprises of various Annexure and 

control forms pertaining to the management of the sanctuary. 

In Chapter 6 (The Strategies), the sanctuary has been divided into three 

zones: namely, Core zone, Buffer zone and Eco-restoration zone and the 

strategies have also been identified for these zones. Theme plans have been 

developed for the sanctuary area for protection from poaching, fire protection, 

soil and moisture conservation and water management, animal health 

surveillance, man-animal coexistence and development of infrastructure and 

communication. 

The Chapters 7, 8 & 9 that deal with Man Animal Conflicts, Eco-tourism 

Interpretation and Conservation Education, Eco-development respectively, 
iii



 

have proposed various measures for conducting these activities. Chapter-10 

deals with the Research, Monitoring & Training required for effective 

management of the sanctuary. Chapter-11 deals with Organization and 

Administration that would be required both at central and state level for 

fulfilling these. Chapter-12 deals with the Budget. 

        Sd/- 
Vijay Kumar, SFS 
 Wildlife Warden  

                            Kathua 

iv
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Part-I 

The Protected area: 

The existing Situation 
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CHAPTER-I 

INTRODUCTION TO THE AREA 

1.1 Name, location, constitution and extent. 

         This Management Plan pertains to the notified wildlife area of the Jasrota 

Wildlife Sanctuary. The Sanctuary was notified back to pre-independence 

period vide cabinet order No.71-C of 1945 dated 17.07.1945 as Reserve 

forest. The Sanctuary was finally notified by the Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir 

vide SRO 151 dated 19.03.1987 under section (17) of Jammu & Kashmir 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1978. (Annexure-I). The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary 

is located in district Kathua at a distance of 75 Kms from Jammu towards 

Lakhanpur via National Highway 44 in Jammu and Kashmir UT. The 

sanctuary covers an area of 10.04 square kilometers and falls between 32° 27' 

to 32° 31' North Latitude and 75° 22' to 75° 26' East Longitude. The tract is 

located on survey of India GT sheets 43 P/7 and 43 P/6 on 1:50,000 scale. It 

covers an altitude range of 350 m to 611 m above sea level. 

         The Sanctuary is located between the river Ujh in the East and Lodoli Wali 

Khad in the West, which is the tributary of Ujh River. The Jasrota Wildlife 

Sanctuary is spread over 10.04 Km2. The area is almost rectangular in shape 

with Dhaloti Ridge dividing it into two segments/section. The Sanctuary is of 

considerable Conservation significance at Global/ National as well as regional 

levels. The main attraction of the Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is population of 

Cheetal, Sambhar and Muntjac. There are also different kinds of birds in the 

Sanctuary which are worth watching and the entire area sustains mainly the 

bamboo plantation. Like several protected areas in the Himalayan region, 

Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is also interspersed by human habitation. The 

boundaries of the Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary are as under:  

North: Villages Gurah Surjan, Amala, Dhaloti, Tibba, Furlain, Mun and 

Gurnam Wala. 
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South: Village Jasrota, Amala, Channi and Khanpur and Ujh Canal. 

 West: A seasonal Lodoli wali khad. 

Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary consists of one Block (Jasrota Block) comprised of 

six compartments with their attributes provided as under:  

Table: 1.1 Compartment details of Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Block Compartments 
No. 

Area in (Ha) (Area 
Calculated by Dot 

Grid Method) 

GIS Area in (Ha) 
(Area Calculated 

by GIS) 

Jasrota 

Co.1 /JSR 225.50 193.15 
Co.2/JSR 117.00 88.63 
Co.3/JSR 125.00 150.20 
Co.4/JSR 162.00 149.51 
Co.5/JSR 107.50 121.37 
Co.6/JSR 84.00 57.53 

Total  821 Ha 760.39 Ha 
        (Source: Working Plan Kathua Forest Division) 
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1.2 Access & Approach 

The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is approachable by air, rail and a good network 

of roads. The nearest airport at Jammu is 80 Kms away from Jasrota and the 

nearest rail head is at Kathua, 25 kms eastwards of the sanctuary. National 

highway NH-44 passes at a distance of 1.5 Km from the Jasrota (i.e Rajbagh) 

southwards of the sanctuary. A vast network of village roads exists in the area. 

1.3 Statement of Significance: 

1.3.1 Historical Significance: The Sanctuary derives its name from the historic 

Jasrota Fort. Earlier it was declared as Game reserve under the provision of 

old game Act of 1942 by Late Maharaja of J&K. It came under the 

Administrative control of J&K Department of Wildlife Protection in 1984. 

Jasrota was one of ten States founded by members of the Jammu ruling 

family. It was probably the first to be established, although its origin is 

disputed. Some sources say that it was founded by Raja Jasdev of Jammu 

(1020-1053) and given to his brother, Karan Dev. Others say that Karan Dev 

was a son of Bhujdev, a ruler of Jammu, and the State came into existence in 

either the 12th or 13th Century. When Karan Dev military powers enabled him 

to win over the Jagirdars and landlords of the area. In this latter interpretation, 

Jasdev was Karan Dev’s nephew. There is agreement that Karan Dev was the 

founder of the ruling Jasrota family to rule Jasrota independently. Randhir 

Singh, who rigned from 1805 to 1820 had to acknowledge Ranjit Singh, the 

founder of the sikh Empire, as his superior. Although Randhir Singh’s brother, 

bhuri Singh was nominally recognized as his successor, Ranjit singh annexed 

the territory in 1934 and converted it in to a Jagir that was gifted to Hira 

Singh, a son of Dhian Singh, the Dogra Prime minister of Lahore, who was 

also a nephew of Gulab Singh. 

 It was Hira Singh who built the present fort at Jasrota, although its foundation 

dates from around the 12th or 13thCentrury and had been developed as a 
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fortified town by Dev rulers. Hira Singh was mostly an absent ruler but he 

aspired to develop Jasrota in lines of Jammu that shared a similar topography.  

1.3.2 Ecological Significance: The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary is influenced by 

South-West monsoon hence supporting scrub and sub-tropical pine forest of 

the group 9 (including Type 9/C1-Himalyan Sub-tropical forests, Sub Type 

9/C1a-Lower Shiwalik Chir pine forests) of the champion and Seth 

classification. 

 The flora and fauna represent rich biological significance of this Sanctuary. 

The vegetation of the sanctuary comes under the major group "Sub tropical 

Northern Mixed Dry Deciduous Forests". A wide variety of sub-tropical broad 

leaved tree and shrubs are found in the area. Large area of the sanctuary is 

covered with shrubs and weeds interspersed with pure patches of bamboo at 

places. The broad-leaved forest consists of deciduous species. 

The area hosts a wide variety of fauna and avifauna typical to the area of sub-

tropical climate. Important flora reported from the Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary 

are Khair (Acacia catechu), Sirris (Albizzia lebbeck), Phalai (Acacia modesta), 

Brankut or bhainkar (Adhatoda vasica), Garana (Carissa opaca), Bil (Aegle 

marmelos), Simul (Bombax ceiba), Bamboo (Dendrocalamus strictus), tillu or 

Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo), Pipal (Ficus religiosa), Bargad (Ficus 

bengalensis), Amaltas (Cassia fistula), Palas (Butea monosprema), Mango 

(Mangifera indica), Kambal (Lannea coromandelica), Amla (Emblica 

officinalis), Kachnar (Bauhinia variegata), Ber (Zizyphus jujuba), Branker 

(Adhatoda vasica), Cyntha (Dodonaea viscosa), Phyllanthus emblica, 

Mallotus philippensis,  Bauhinia vahlii,  Tinospora cordifolia, Holarrhena 

antidysenterica, Lantana camara, Woodfordia fruticosa, Colebrookea 

oppositifolia, Calotropis  procera etc. Euphorbia royleana is also found on 

rocky areas. Chir Pine (Pius roxburghii) forest in found on outer dry foothills 

of Shiwalik Range.  
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Important mammalian fauna reported from the Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary are 

Nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus), Spotted deer (Axis axis), Sambar (Rusa 

unicolor), Wild boar (Sus scrofa), Barking deer (Muntiacus muntjak), Rhesus 

macaque (Macaca mulatta), Jackal (Canis aureus), Jungle Cat (Felis chaus), 

Common Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphrodites), Small Indian Civet 

(Viverricula indica), Hare (Lepus nigricollis), Indian pangolin (Manis 

crassicaudata), Porcupine (Hystrix Indica), Mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii) 

and Northern Palm Squirrel (Funambulus pennanti).  Among the birds, Pea 

fowl (Pavo cristatus), Red Jungle fowl (Gallus gallus), Bush Quail 

(Prediculata asiatica), Green Pigeon (Treron phoenicoptera), Blue Rock 

Pigeon (Columba livia), Red Turtle Dove (Streptopelia tranquebarica), Indian 

Roller (Coracias benghalinus), Black Partirdes (Francolinus francolinus), 

Spotted Owlet (Athene brama), Parakeets (Psittacula cyanocephala), Hoopoe 

(Upupa epops), Bulbul (Pycnonotus species), Black kite (Milvus migranis), 

Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea), Woodpeckers, Bablers (Turdoides caudatus) 

were most commonly recorded. Important water fowl reported from the 

Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary are Mallard (Anas platyrhnchos), Pin tail (Anas 

acuta), Gadwal (Anas Stepera), Common teal (Anas crecca), Wigeon (Anas 

penelope), Common Pochard (Aythya ferina)  

1.4    Values of the Sanctuary: 

1.4.1 Biodiversity Values. 

 Prime habitat of Chital Deer. 

 Exceptional diversity of birds. 

 Significant population of insects especially butterflies and moths. 

 Potential corridor for animal movements especially large mammals. 
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1.4.2 Education and research values. 

 Research and Monitoring values associated with biodiversity, human-Wildlife 

interaction, natural regeneration assessment and eco- restoration.  

 High potential for nature education and nature exploration. 

 Values related to bird watching, trekking etc. 

 Values related to nature interpretation. 

 Values related to aesthetic sensibility. 
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CHAPTER-2 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND ATTRIBUES 

2.1 Boundaries: The boundary description of Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary as per 

the Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir notification vide SRO 151 dated 19.03.1987 is 

as follows: 

North: -Villages Gurah Surjan, Amala Dhaloti, Tibba Fourlain Mun, 

Guramwala. 

                            South: - Jasrota, Amala, Channi and Khumpur villages and Ujh Canal. 

                            East: - Ruin of Ladoli Khad 

2.1.1 The Eco-sensitive Zone: The Eco-sensitive Zone of Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary 

was notified by Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change New 

Delhi vide Notification No. S.O.3871 (E) dated: 28 October 2019. 

I. The Eco-sensitive zone shall be to an extent of 60 m to 2022 m around the 

boundary of Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary. The extents of the Eco-Sensitive Zone 

from the boundary of Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary are varies from 437m to 1260 m 

in the North-east, 1106 m to 2022 m in the North, 207 m to 686 m in the South, 

122 m to 597 m in the South-west, 1302 m to 1673 m in the West, 517 m to 

1436 m in the Northwest, 65 m to 194 m in the East, 60 m to 981 m in the 

Southeast.  

II. The total area of the Eco-Sensitive Zone is 12.56 Km2 which includes 5.51 Km2 

state land which includes six villages Danoh, Ladoli, Gurha Surjan, Dhewal, 

Chanpura and Moni. The ESZ also includes 2.584 Km2private, state and 

miscellaneous lands of villages Moni, Jasrota, Dhaloti, Amala and Dhamyal. 

III. In the South and South-west areas, the Eco Sensitive Zone boundary line 

passes through North of the villages Jasrota, Dhaloti, Amala and Dhamyal.  

IV. In the western and North-western side, Eco Sensitive Zone boundary passes 

through to south of village Dewal crosses the Ladoli wali Khad and passes 
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through the Forest Co.7/JSR, Co. 8/JSR in the west, through compt. 81/JSR 

in the northwest, 82/JSR and 83/JSR in the Northern side which are part of 

Sunanal forests, TarotaPera forest, Kori Bagan Forest and Barot Forests of 

Jasrota Range of Forest Division Kathua. The Eco Sensitive Zone 

transverse through the Jagir Khad in the North, meets with the River Ujh in 

the Northeast direction through ogri Khad. The Eco Sensitive Zone 

boundary passing Eastern of village Chandwan Beliari in west. 

V. In the North and Northeast Directions, Eco Sensitive Zone boundary passes 

through the Jagir Khad along the northern and eastern side of Village Moni. 

VI.  In the Eastern and South-eastern side, the Eco Sensitive Zone boundary 

passes along with the river Ujh, crosses the Ujh Barrage, moves along with 

the Ujh Canal and then crosses Rajbagh Jakhole road, runs to North of 

temple and then crosses to Northern side of village Mala. From Village 

Mala, the line crosses the Gura Surjan Khad and moves towards North of 

Village Dhaloti. 

2.2  Geology, Rock and Soil: The main rock type in and around area is a mixture 

of boulders and pebbles of various sizes. The soil is primary in nature and 

comprises shallow immature soils containing a large proportion of 

uncompressed materials and minerals grains. The texture is sandy and loam. 

Their origin explains why they are so unstable and liable to landslides and 

erosions. 

2.3  Terrain: The Jasrota Wildlife Sanctuary lies in the heart of Shivalik Range of 

the Himalayan Mountains. The topography of the area is hilly with moderate 

to steep slopes has an elevation varying from 350 mtrs to 610 mtrs from the 

MSL. The area is traversed by many ridges and Nallas and is drained by Lodo 

Wali Khads, which finally drains into Ujh River. Most of the adjoining area is 

under intensive agriculture and the drainage is good. 
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